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The 1949 Geneva Conventions
A Commentary

The four Geneva Conventions, adopted in 1949, remain the 
fundamental basis of contemporary international humanitarian 
law. They protect the wounded and sick on the battlefield, those 
wounded, sick or shipwrecked at sea, prisoners of war, and civilians 
in time of war. However, since they were adopted warfare has 
changed considerably. In this groundbreaking commentary over 
sixty international law experts investigate the application of the 
Geneva Conventions and explain how they should be interpreted 
today. It places the Conventions in the light of the developing 
obligations imposed by international law on states, armed groups, 
and individuals, most notably through international human rights 
law and international criminal law.
The context in which the Conventions are to be applied and interpreted has changed considerably 
since they were first written. The borderline between international and non-international armed 
conflicts is not as clear-cut as was once thought, and is complicated further by the use of armed 
force mandated by the United Nations and the complex mixed and transnational nature of certain 
non-international armed conflicts. The influence of other developing branches of international 
law, such as human rights law and refugee law has been considerable. The development 
of international criminal law has breathed new life into multiple provisions of the Geneva 
Conventions. This commentary adopts a thematic approach to provide detailed analysis of each 
key issue dealt with by the Conventions, taking into account both judicial decisions and state 
practice. Cross-cutting chapters on issues such as transnational conflicts and the geographical 
scope of the Conventions also give readers a full understanding of the meaning of the Geneva 
Conventions in their contemporary context. Prepared under the auspices of the Geneva Academy 
of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, this commentary on four of the most 
important treaties in international law is unmissable for anyone working in or studying situations 
of armed conflicts.

9780199675449
Hardback | 1,760 pages 

£250.00  £175.00

The specifications in this leaflet/catalogue, including without limitation price, format, extent, number of illustrations, and month of publication, were as accurate as possible at the time it went to press.

*Quote promotional code ALAUTH16 to claim your 30% discount. 
ONLINE  www.oup.com/uk/law | POSTAGE & PACKAGING  Website Orders: FREE for orders £20 or over.   
*Please quote ALAUTH16 when ordering. Limit 10 copies per transaction. Offer valid until 31st March 2016. This offer is only available 
to individual (non-trade) customers when ordering direct from the Oxford University Press website.  This offer is exclusive and cannot be 
redeemed in conjunction with any other promotional discounts. eBooks: eBooks are not directly sold by OUP. For an up-to-date list of 
eBook suppliers, visit:  www.oup.com/uk/academic/ebooks. eBooks are not part of any discount promotions offered. Whilst we are 
working hard to ensure that eBooks are available at the same time as the printed book, on some occasions there may be a delay.

Andrew Clapham is Professor of International Law at the 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies.
Paola Gaeta is Professor of International Law at the Graduate 
Institute of International and Development Studies and the 
University of Geneva.
Marco Sassòli is Professor of International Law and Director of the 
Department of International Law and International Organization 
at the University of Geneva.


