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At the beginning of the 20th century a growing number of public primary schools in Spain rivaled with private education offered at the so-called “modern school” as well as with schools linked to the Institución Libre de Enseñanza and to religious congregations. The main pedagogical debates that took place between these different approaches dealt with coeducation of the sexes, laicism and anti-ecclesiastic education versus religious catechism, and traditional versus child-centered pedagogy. 

As part of the agenda of a group of reformers led by Giner de los Ríos and Cossió, changes in school organization were proposed and, to a certain extent, introduced. One of them was the “graded school”, seen by many as the only kind of institution that permitted an education adapted to the psycho-organic condition of the child and to the educational aims of modern pedagogy. Through the Institución Libre de Enseñanza and other institutions such as teacher training colleges, pedagogical museums, professional vocational institutes, and psychological laboratories, psychological knowledge and methods spread within education and became a pedagogical instrument in the hand of teachers. 

In our talk we will deal with the psychology that was offered to teachers for their daily practice through training programs and provide examples of how members of this professional group used psychological methods and theories.  

