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for contributions for the next issue
will be November 30th. You can
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agnieszka.soltysik@lettres.unige.ch
or michael.roosli@lettres.unige.ch.
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Editorial

Noted is back after several years of hibernation. The
editor is happy to report that she has a new co-editor,
Michael Ro6sli, whose interest and enthusiasm in
reviving the newsletter has been instrumental in get-
ting Noted back in print. We are also pleased with the
numerous contributions we have received from stu-
dents and want to thank all the people who made this
issue possible. Hopefully, even more of you will be
inspired to send us your articles, stories, reviews, and
news items for the next issue, which we would like to
distribute in the Winter semester. Although Noted is
currently edited by an assistant and a maitre-assistant,
it continues to rely mainly on students writing for
other students, so please help us make this an interest-
ing and vibrant medium of intradepartmental com-
munication, reflection, expression, and most impor-
tantly, imaginary community building. We hope to
prepare the next issue for the Winter semester, so start
thinking about what you can contribute. Anything
relating to your intellectual and aesthetic experiences
as a student of the English department is welcome:
personal reflections, advice to other students, reviews
of books, films, plays or art exhibits. Tips on overcom-
ing writer’s block. Stories. Investigative reports.
Interviews with teachers or anyone you think is inter-
esting. Almost anything you can and want to write in
English. Well, the editors do get final say. And if you
like our decisions, well, then become an editor your-
self! We have room on our editorial board for you. In
any case, you have all summer to write something for
the next issue. We're looking forward to hearing from
the intrepid few who answer this call.

In the meantime, good luck on exams and enjoy your
summer. See you all again in October!
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It is an exciting time to be part of the English
Department at the University of Geneva,
because the beginning of the winter term in
October will also mark the beginning of a new
era in the department's history: what one
might call its "Third Republic”. To those quick
to point out the difference between the forms
of governance of our department and a repub-
lic, I ask for poetic licence. The first professor
of English at Geneva, Hans Hausermann, was
appointed in 1939. Tradition has it that James
Joyce, at that time seeking refuge in
Switzerland from the war in France, was
offered the position first, but that he agreed to
accept only on the condition that he be allowed
to teach his own work exclusively. I have not
been able to verify this story, but if it is true, the
Faculty of Letters in declining Joyce's terms
missed an extremely interesting opportunity.

Prof. Hausermann was a specialist in nine-
teenth century literature, and wrote a still use-
ful book on the "Genevese background" of fig-
ures like Shelley, Edgeworth, Ruskin, and
Conrad. A second English professor was
added in 1965 with the arrival of Paul Taylor,
who formally founded the department in 1969,
thus inaugurating the "Second Republic".
Succeeding years saw the appointments of
John Blair, Gregory Polletta, George Steiner,
Richard Waswo, Liliane Haegeman, and Wlad
Godzich. Except for Professor Haegeman, a
Belgian, these distinguished gentlemen are
Americans, and the department was known
and sometimes criticised for being an
American preserve. Paul Taylor tells me, how-
ever, that the point was to bring native English
speakers to the department, and that all of
these professors had, as indeed they still have,
an international outlook on the discipline. In
any case, it is an impressive list of names, of
teachers and scholars who built the reputation

of an internationally respected English depart-

ment. As this era draws to a close, we owe spe-
cial recognition to Rick Waswo, who, with
characteristic courage and professionalism,
assumed progressively more of the depart-
ment's burdens as he saw one after the other of

his colleagues go into retirement.

The new English department is both internation-
al and youthful: among the members of the
corps professoral are three Swiss (from both
sides of the Sarine), an Australian Briton, a Dane,
and (inevitably) an American. Their average age
is 43, a figure that would be even lower if not for
a rapidly ageing director. More importantly,
they are smart and energetic, and dedicated to
continuing the distinguished record of research
and teaching from which the department
already benefits.

The French Third Republic was constructed on
the ruins of war. Our own transition has been
more peaceful, but is nonetheless a new depar-
ture. One of the signs of this is the new plan d’é-
tudes, which will go into effect in October as the
University converts to the European-wide
degree structure known as the Bologna princi-
ples. At the student level, there are also new
signs of life: a film series, a theatre workshop, a
reborn Association des étudiants en anglais. Noted
is once again in circulation. Members of the corps
intermédiare, equally as dedicated as the corps
professoral, are meeting regularly to share their
respective "Works in Progress.”

When not admiring his colleagues, a department
director is occupied with the dreary business of
enrollment figures, budgets, examination sched-
ules, room assignments, etc. Caught up in this
routine, I try to remember why we are here, and
to not confuse plans d'études with knowledge, or
knowledge with thought. A former member of
this department, the late Bill Readings, has writ-
ten that "Thought does not function as an
answer but as a question "*. What is called think-
ing, then, is not an episteme, not a doctrine, not
even an idea. Rather, it is a name for the persist-
ent interrogation of ourselves and of our world:
this is what matters most to the life of a univer-
sity, and to that of our minds. Allow me to leave
you with that thought.

David Spurr
*Readings, Bill. The University in Ruins. Cambridge,
Mass.:-Harvard University Press, 1996, p.160.
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Beginning in October, 2005, the
Department of English will be a significantly
different institution from what it was as recent-
ly as 2002, when David Spurr and Deborah
Madsen were appointed as professeurs ordi-
naires in modern English and American litera-
tures, respectively, followed by the appoint-
ment of Eric Haeberli as professeur adjoint in
English linguistics. In 2005-06, three new mem-
bers of the corps professoral will officially
begin their duties. Guillemette Bolens and
Lukas Erne, both former assistants in the
department, have been named as professeurs
ordinaires in medieval and early modern litera-
tures, respectively. Martin Leer, of the
University of Copenhagen, has been named as
maitre de recherche et d'enseignement in contem-
porary literature.

There will also be some new faces in the
corps intermédiaire. Christoph Rose and loana
Balgradean, both licenciés from Geneva, will
begin their work as assistants in medieval liter-
ature. In addition, there will be two new assis-
tants in early modern literature: Kareen Klein
(Geneva) and Sarah Cooper, of the University
of Sussex. Finally, the department is in the
process of hiring two chargés d’enseignements in
practical language, in order to reinforce the
first-year programme. The budgetary meas-
ures needed for the hiring of the new chargés
d’enseignement have meant that the weekly
schedule of the Writing Lab will be reduced
from four days a week to two, and will be
staffed by two moniteurs, Camilo Gomez and
Jocelyn Moren.

The Bourse Thomas Harvey, given annu-
ally for scholarly research conducted in an
English-speaking country, has been awarded to
Elizabeth Kukorelly and Jessica Stevens. As
part of her doctoral thesis project, Ms.
Kukorelly travelled to the British Library in
London to consult early editions of
Richardson's Pamela and eighteenth-century
conduct manuals. Ms. Stevens, who is study-
ing the relations between literature and archi-
tecture in the eighteenth-century, also went to
the British Library to consult Colen Campbell's
Vitruvius Britannicus and other works on
Palladianism.

The major changes in the plan d'études,
which is still in the process of being reviewed by
University authorities as a condition for
approval, can be summarised in the following
way:

1. The four-year licence is replaced by two diplo-
mas, a three-year baccalauréat universitaire fol-
lowed by a two-year maitrise. The current system
of two major and one minor branch of study is
replaced by one in which the student studies
only two branches (A and B).

2. The new plan d'études is based on the principle
of progressive freedom: the student is granted
greater liberty to select an individual course of
study as he or she acquires the knowledge and
skills necessary to make informed choices.

More precisely, students will move from a
general introduction to English literature and
linguistics in the first year to a more articulated
series of modules in the second and third years,
based on the major historical periods of English
literature and on more specialised topics in lin-
guistics. The holder of a BA in English from
Geneva will thus have a general knowledge of
literature in English from its origins to the pres-
ent, as well as a certain competence in English
linguistics.

On the basis of the knowledge and ana-
lytical skills acquired in the BA programme, the
MA programme offers the student virtually com-
plete freedom to follow his or her intellectual
interests. MA courses are graduate courses,
where students will be introduced to the most
recent research in the topic under study, and will
be expected to conduct research on their own.

The MA culminates with the writing of a
mémoire, demonstrating the student's expertise
on a subject on which he or she has conducted
original research.

Once it is approved by University author-
ities, the completed plan d’études will be posted
on the department's website along with a guide
to converting credits from the old plan. Students
meanwhile are advised to consult the Lettre du
Décanat aux étudiants et étudiantes de la Faculté des
lettres on the website of the Faculté des Lettres.

David Spurr
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Guillemette Bolens has been appointed pro-
fesseur ordinaire in Medieval English. Her suc-
cessful lecon d'epreuve was based on her forth-
coming book, Chaucerian Semiotics and The Tale of
Beryn. She is currently beginning a new research
project on Medieval drama.

Annick Challet has recently given a presentation
entitled "Unexpected Ties of Kinship: Condé’s
Célanire cou-coupé and Shelley's Frankenstein; or
the Modern Prometheus" at The Caribbean
Unbound conference in Lugano in April.

Lukas Erne has been appointed professeur ordi-
naire in Early Modern English and will be back
with us in the fall. He has a chapter forthcoming
on Diirrenmatt's Shakespeare adaptations in a
collection on World-Wide Shakespeare to be pub-
lished by Routledge later this year. He also has a
chapter on "Manuscript and Print" in The
Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare’s Poetry, to be
published next year. His edition of The First
Quarto of Romeo and Juliet in the New Cambridge
Shakespeare series will also be published next
year, as will his monograph on Shakespeare’s
Modern Collaborators. And he's still very much
working on his book From Marlowe to Milton:
Biography and Criticism of Early Modern Authors.

Valerie Fehlbaum’s book, Ella Hepworth Dixon:
The Story of a Modern Woman will be published in
the fall in the Nineteenth Century Series (Ashgate
publishing). She will continue to organize the
English Department Film series with Michael
Ro0sli.

Véronique Fernandez will be defending her
doctoral dissertation, Clothing and Sexual
Difference: Dress and Gender in Speculative Fiction
and Cinema in July.

Agnese Fidecaro will coorganise the cours général
en études genre of the Faculty next year (Questions
d'autorité: identité et l'intimité de I'écrivain-e) and
will teach a comparative literature seminar
attached to it. She is preparing her thesis, Exposed
Bodies: Crises of Experience in Twentieth Century
German, French and English Literature, for publica-

tion and is working on various projects in the
fields of gender studies and contemporary lit-
erature.

Eric Haeberli has been nominated professeur
adjoint and is currently researching syntactic
variation and change in the history of English,
particularly Old and Middle English.

Elizabeth Kukorelly spent one week in
London in May, doing doctoral research at the
British Library. She was able to consult early
editions of Samuel Richardson's Pamela and
read a selection of early-eighteenth-century
conduct literature unavailable in Switzerland,
mainly on the care of newborn children. She
was looking specifically for references to
breastfeeding. She profited from open access to
the Gentlemans Magazine, a monthly periodical
that began publication in the 1740s.
Surprisingly, perhaps, given the gender bias
apparent in the title of the periodical, she was
able to find a number of articles on breastfeed-
ing, which verified her contention that this was
a polemical and highly public (or at least pub-
licized) domain of practice.

Deborah Madsen has been teaching at the
University of Berne this semester, in addition
to her usual teaching in Geneva, while the
Berne English Department appoints a new
Professor of American Literature. She is very
glad that one of her major editing projects
recently came to fruition with the publication
of the Dictionary of Literary Biography volume
Asian American Writers © a book of 250,000
words which has been some four years in the
making. She is working on a collection of
essays on e-learning which will be published
by  Palgrave  Macmillan in 2006
<http://www.palgrave.com/products/results.as
px?se=TENE> and a further edited volume on
indigenous American literatures and the ques-
tion of authenticity. She has written a series of
essays on trauma and American ethnic
women’s writing which will appear in journals
such as Amerikastudien, Symbolism and Essays
and Studies, and an essay on Paula Gunn Allen
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