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The Department of Geology and Palaeontology, Earth Science Section, University of Geneva, is offering a

PhD Research Position

in Sedimentary Geology, Biostratigraphy and Micropaleontology

Salary and research are funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation in the frame of a project focused on the Evolution of microfaunas and sediments in the Upper Triassic: palaeogeographic and tectonic assessment as a result of reef and carbonate buildup development.

The PhD student will carry out investigations on the Upper Triassic (Carnian-Norian) Martin Bridge Formation (Wallowa terrane of Oregon, Western North America), which overlies the thick Permian to Triassic volcanic and volcanoclastic sequence of the Seven Devils Group.

The whole succession has been placed in the geological framework of a volcanic island arc which was active during the Permian to Late Triassic.

The detailed logging section and sampling for sedimentological, micropaleontological and geochemical analyses, will focus on shallow-shelf and reefal carbonates.

Research will take place in the field of biostratigraphy, sedimentology, geochemistry and palaeobiogeographic reconstructions.

In this general framework, the Dachstein-type reef Martin Bridge Formation will be compared with the Milaha-Ghalilah Formations (western Musandam Peninsula, UAE).

Special attention will be given to the relationship between reefal microfacies and microfaunas, to further understanding of the disparity in the diversity and distribution of the foraminifers, especially the family Involutinidae. Possibly, the absence, general rarity or low volumetric importance of foraminifers as well as of calcareous green algae, could reflect differences in the climate, palaeoecology and depositional environment of these carbonate rocks. 

The research will be lead in collaboration with Prof. George Stanley Jr, University of Montana (USA).

Requirements: The ideal candidate should hold a master degree (Diploma) in Geology, with a strong background in sedimentology and willing to learn micropaleontology, or a strong background in micropaleontology and willing to learn sedimentology.

Oral and written skills in English are essential, and knowledge of French would be an asset. Fieldwork experience will be considered as an advantage.

Salary and Conditions: Salary will be according to the guidelines of the Swiss National Science Foundation. The position is for 3 years with the possibility of 1 year renewal.

The successful candidate is expected to take part in undergraduate teaching (in lab and field).

The position will be filled as soon as a suitable candidate is found.

Applications: Please e-mail your application, including full CV, letter of motivation and names and contacts details of two referees to Dr Rossana.Martini@terre.unige.ch by November 30th, 2006.
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