
FAST GUIDE #5

EXCEPTION FOR EDUCATIONAL
PURPOSES

The exception covers educational purposes only. 
The teaching context excludes entertainment, the goal 
must be training.

CONTEXT

The exception only applies between the teacher and 
the students. The definition of the classroom is broad, 
including all levels of training, up to continuous and  
advanced education. The class can take place 
physically or via a platform made available by the 
academic institution (e.g. Moodle) with controlled 
access (class members only). MOOCs and 
conferences are not covered by the educational 
exception.

AUDIENCE

The use may cover other forms: viewing, listening, 
reading, singing, copying and distributing copies, 
etc. The permitted uses are defined by Prolitteris
Common Tariff 7 and  summarized in the table 
above.
When sharing content in print (photocopying) or 
electronic forms (e.g. Moodle platform with 
restricted access), it is strongly recommended to 
add the note « reproduction prohibited ». 

MOODLE
MOOC
CONFERENCE

DISSEMINATION

WHAT ABOUT THE LAW?
The law allows teachers and students to use 
copyrighted works for educational purpose.

The exception for teaching purposes is 
less permissive than for private use.

This exception is not free.
A fee is due to Prolitteris LDA 20.2 (common tariff 7) for 
this exception; the fee is fixed and paid by EPFL.

COSTS

Work types* Copy Distribute

Books and other 
textual works

Extracts Extracts

Journal articles, 
essays

Entirety Entirety

Paintings, 
photographs, 
graphics, sketches 
and other fine art 
works

Entirety Entirety

Radio or TV programs Entirety Entirety

Musical scores Extracts Extracts

Music from CDs or 
movies from DVDs

Extracts Entirety

Works unavailable on 
the market (print and 
online) and in the 
public domain

Entirety Entirety

There is no rule like «10 pages», «2 chapters» or «10% 
of the work». The excerpt must be fair, meaning that it 
must not be detrimental to the exploitation of the work. 
It must not replace a purchase neither be a substitute 
for the work.

*according to Prolitteris' common tariff 7

WHAT IS AN EXTRACT?

Contact and info

go.epfl.ch/OpenAccess publishsupport@epfl.ch BY   - NC   - SA

Citation or reuse does not exempt 
from the citation rules!

Check  the Rational Bibliographic:
the guide for writing bibliographic 
references1

Credits and sources
[1] Rational Bibliographic https://go.epfl.ch/rational-bibliographic

EPFL LIBRARY

PUBLISHING
SUPPORT

http://prolitteris.ch/fileadmin/user_upload/ProLitteris/Dokumente/Tarife_ab_2017/GT_7_F_2017_2021.pdf
https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/19920251/index.html#a20
https://go.epfl.ch/OpenAccess
mailto:publishsupport@epfl.ch
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Bibliotheque_EPFL_Guide_Rational_Bibliographic.pdf
https://go.epfl.ch/rational-bibliographic

