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Web of LifeBiodiversity



Cultural Diversity
Languages, worldviews,Languages, worldviews,   

  knowledge systems, identities,knowledge systems, identities,
practices, norms +practices, norms +





Biodiversity in crisis









WWF, Living Planet Report 2020, IPBES Conceptual Framework

NATURE'S
CONTRIBUTIONS
TO PEOPLE 
AT RISK 





Institutions
(formal & informal)

 
Economic drivers
(supply, production & 

consumption, affluence, 
inequality)

 
Governance

(policy, law, international 
agreements, etc.)

 
Sociocultural Drivers

(values, norms, beliefs, 
education)

 
Technological drivers

INDIRECT DRIVERS

Land & sea-use change

Direct exploitation

Pollution

Invasive species

DIRECT DRIVERS BIODIVERSITY
LOSS

CLIMATE
CHANGE

Drivers of Biodiversity Loss & Climate Change

HUMAN 
QUALITY 
OF LIFE

Source: IPBES-IPCC Co-Sponsored Workshop Report on Biodiversity and Climate Change



SOCIO-ECOLOGICAL CRISIS



a fundamental, system-wide, strategica fundamental, system-wide, strategic
reorganization across technological,reorganization across technological,

economic and social factorseconomic and social factors



The world's decision-makers negotiate a 
Global Framework to revert the loss of
biodiversity and move towards Living in
Harmony with Nature, under the
Convention on Biological Diversity

BIODIVERSITY SUPERYEARS

2020, 2021, 2022?

POST-2020 GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY

POST-2020 GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY

FRAMEWORK

FRAMEWORK



The Aichi targets
have not been
achieved.



Post-2020 global
biodiversity framework?

What is the

Global agreement that will define global action to 
address biodiversity loss for the next decades

Being developed under the  UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD)

Must be underpinned by strong means of 
implementation and must steer urgent and 
ambitious action towards the long-term vision of 
Living in Harmony with Nature



Children & Youth
More susceptible to 
negative health effects 
of pollution and 
unclean water

Will live with the long- 
term consequences of 
environmental harm

Tokenized, 
marginalized &  
excluded from 
environmental decision 
making 

are already key 
implementers of 
biodiversity 
actions that 
contribute 
significantly to 
global targets

are often on the 
frontline of 
movements for 
the environment



Our rights must be 
respected and our 
needs, perspectives 
and priorities must be 
considered in decisions 
that affect us.



TO
# thestop same

PEOPLE AROUNDPEOPLE AROUND
THE GLOBE 

A CALL TO ACTION FOR



The international coordination 
platform for youth participation 
in the UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD)

A youth-led global network for 
mobilization, empowerment & 
action towards a life in harmony
with nature

GYBN is



Global Movement

members

countries people reached views

 

1.2 million 2.8 million 3 million172

 ground projects

 chapters

member

organisations

40
558
50+
210 scholarships for

youth delegates



Youth Participation in the CBD
Youth in the CBD are officially recognized as a constituency and can

receive accreditation as youth delegates 
participate in meetings 
deliver interventions
organize side events 
organize actions and campaigns
meet with negotiators



Youth-led 
Action

Empowerment &
Capacity Building

Advocacy &
Campaigning

Mobilization 
& Actions



Guidebook to the CBD Process

CBD in a Nutshell

Available at:
gybn.org/publications



National & Regional 
Youth Consultations





Participation in CBD Meetings



VISION FOR BIODIVERSITY

1

Societies Living 
Sustainably

Equity & Justice 
for Nature & 

People

Integrity of Our Life
Support System

2 3



YOUTH ADVOCACY PRIORITIES

Transformative
Education

Rights-based
approaches for

people & nature

Intergenerational Equity
& Full and Effective

Participation of Youth

1 2 3









The Reality for the Past Decades
Decision-making processes are often inaccessible and 
even hostile to young people

Lack of access to youth-friendly information

Often seen only as beneficiaries, rather than leaders

No resources

Individualization and tokenism

 Youth perceived as too “immature” or “not ready” to 
contribute;  "Too idealistic", "too angry", "sooo 
inspiring"









Children & youth are diverse. 
Our issues are intersectional.



Indigenous Peoples
make vibrant contributions to the
common heritage of humankind.

through their world perspectives, knowledge, culture, 
laws, customs, practices, lives, and institutions

 
nature & culture



Challenges faced by
Indigenous children & youth

Lack of access to culturally appropriate education
The erosion of indigenous languages
Continued discrimination
Continued criminalization, harassment, and killing 
of environmental defenders 
Violation of our rights to land and self- 
determination, and other rights



Indigenous youth
Indigenous youth can lead the way

Have great potential in leading culture- 
rooted and innovative solutions to the 
world’s biggest problems, guided by our 
Indigenous values that promote 
kindness, empathy, reciprocity, and 
responsibility to the Earth and to each 
other.



"Marginalized"
"Vulnerable"



CENTRAL & POWERFUL

"Marginalized"
"Vulnerable"



VISIBLE

INVISIBLE



Making the 
invisible 
visible

T20

T17

T18

T19

Disaggregated data by age, gender, 
indigenous status

Resources and other means of support 
allocated to youth-led/ youth-targeted 
initiatives and monitoring

Mechanisms established for participation & 
consultation, and understanding the many 
ways we participate

Institutional support for the development & 
operationalization of youth indicators



Iyaman!Iyaman!


