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1957:  Criminal defense repealed

1979:  Prohibited in all settings

Sweden



Trends in Attitudes 
toward Physical Punishment
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Trends in Parenting Practices
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Germany:  2000



Trends in Attitudes 
toward Physical Punishment
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Trends in Parenting Practices
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Trends in Attitudes 
toward Physical Punishment

New Zealand: 2007
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Trends in Parenting Practices
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Trends in Prosecution Rates



Issued a report every 6 months for 3 years (11 
reporting periods)

Police monitoring 
of ‘minor’ physical punishment reports

Report Classification Definition

Smacking
• Open-handed slap to 

buttocks or legs

• No injury

Minor Act of Physical 
Discipline

• Open-handed slap to any 
other part of the body, 
including the face

• No injury
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Prohibition or Public Education?

A Multi-country Study

Bussman, Erthal, & Schroth (2010)



Sweden Germany Austria Spain France

Legal 
prohibition?

yes yes yes no no

Public 
education?

yes yes no yes no

At the time of the study (2007):



• random sample of 1,000 parents in each 
country

• standardized questionnaire administered 
through face-to-face interviews

Method



Percentage of parents in each condition 
defining acts as violence
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Percentage of parents in each condition 
defining acts as violence
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Percentage of parents who reported 
using physical punishment
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