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Common Law

R v Hopley, 1860

Chief  Justice Cockburn proclaimed that: 

“By the law of  England, a parent ... 

may for the purpose of  correcting 

what is evil in the child, inflict 

moderate and reasonable corporal 

punishment…
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GLOBAL MAP

Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of  Children
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Two Paths
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Reports
Historic child abuse in Ireland both in the home and in institutions 
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Professor Geoffrey Shannon

Government Special Rapporteur on Child Protection
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High risk stakes
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“The right of  the child to 

protection from corporal 

punishment and other cruel 

or degrading forms of  

punishment“ 
General Comment no 8

UN Committee on the Rights of  the Child
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Amendment: Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act

“The common law defence of  reasonable 

chastisement is abolished.”

Ireland

Abolition of  defence of  reasonable chastisement
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Learning by example



Twitter: @JillianvT



Twitter: @JillianvT



Twitter: @JillianvT



Twitter: @JillianvT

Amendment: Non-Fatal Offences Against the Person Act

“The common law defence of  reasonable 

chastisement is abolished.”

Ireland

Abolition of  defence of  reasonable chastisement
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Light Switch
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Home should be a safe place

Free from ALL forms of  violence
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