
This thesis focuses on framing the States’ rights and obligations towards other States, 
individuals, and stakeholders during the planning, construction, and operation of dams 
on transboundary watercourses. To define the applicable legal framework, it analyses 
international, regional, and bilateral legal instruments and case law examples, bridging 
international water, environmental, human rights, and humanitarian law to propose a 
roadmap for equitable and sustainable dam development that respects cross-border 
cooperation and protects fundamental rights.
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