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The Making of International Criminal Justice 
A view from the Bench: Selected Speeches 

•       Brings together all of Judge Meron's seminal speeches on the development of international 
criminal justice, human rights, and international humanitarian law  

•       Provides the ultimate insider's perspective into the creation and work of the international 
tribunals for Yugoslavia and Rwanda  

•       Gives a unique insight into the role of the judge in the enforcement of international law 

 
                   

 
As a leading scholar on humanitarian law, past President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia, and Appeals Judge for both the Yugoslavia and Rwanda Tribunals, Theodor
Meron has observed and influenced the development of international criminal law as it has evolved
from a mostly academic exercise to a cornerstone of the new international legal order. In this 
collection of speeches delivered during his first decade on the bench, he offers an insightful overview
of the foundations of international criminal law as well as a unique, insider's perspective on the
challenges faced by international criminal tribunals, their creation of a corpus of substantive and
procedural law regarding everything from sentencing and self-representation to the law of genocide
and the protection of prisoners of war, the contributions of other international courts, and the
responsibilities of international jurists. Judge Meron's personal reflections and unparalleled experience
in international criminal justice make this volume as rewarding for experts as it is for the general 
public. 


