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Current status
¨ Laboratory Notebook only
¨ Lab book  Word / Excel / Powerpoint
¨ OS file system + Word / Excel / Powerpoint
¨ Lab Wiki
¨ Public Electronic Lab Book
¨ …..



Laboratory Notebook



Notebook and Excel



References on a File Server



Images Stored in Powerpoint



Electronic laboratory notebookhttps://dx.doi.org/10.15252%2Fembr.201338358



Electronic Lab Book
¨ Single repository for protocol
¨ Template for experiments
¨ Inclusion of digital data easier, single place
¨ Link of raw data
¨ Easy access
¨ Easy search



Electronic Lab Book requirements
¨ Mac OS, Windows compatible
¨ Pure Web. HTML 4
¨ Data in Switzerland
¨ Easy to learn 
¨ Easy search
¨ Easy to load data, link to Dropbox, File server



Electronic Lab Book
¨ In 2015 the Marcos Gonzalez group decided to try 

a Electronic Lab book
¨ We did not want to develop and maintain our own 

ELN
¨ We looked for a commercial solution, open to 

academic sharing



Biotechs 
in 

Europe 
and US

Leading biotech incubator
In Cambridge/Boston

Where is RSpace in use?



Rspace in Geneva
¨ Linux virtual server Vmware UniDufour



Rspace in Geneva
¨ Linux virtual server Vmware UniDufour
¨ Files are stores in Sciences II
¨ Backups are stored in Sciences II 
¨ All the files are located in Geneva, Switzerland



System -> Users



System -> Create Users



Group, PI



Group, PI



Rspace in Geneva



Rspace in Geneva



Rspace in Geneva



Edit the document



Import ChemDraw drawing



Import ChemDraw drawing



Rspace in Geneva



Sciences Tools



Sciences Tools



Rspace in Geneva PCR



Rspace in Geneva PCR



Ideally

¨ “ ELN would enable efficient use of data by 
successive generations of students and postdocs, 
would maintain technical knowledge in the 
laboratory, and allow detailed reconstruction of 
individual experiments. “

Blanche Schwappach EMBO reports 2015 



With RSpace you control your data
1:  Export options

Ø Export data
Ø In a variety of formats: MS Word, pdf, html, xml
Ø At any level of granularity: document, multiple selected 

documents, project, notebook, an entire lab’s work, all 
documents in the system

Ø By individual users, PIs, and admins
Ø At any time or at scheduled times
Ø In html to provide a searchable copy that maintains the RSpace 

folder structure
Ø In xml to provide a searchable machine readable version that 

maintains the RSpace folder structure
Ø To repositories and archives
Ø To other tools and systems



Academic pricing

Ø US$100 / user / year

Ø Volume discounts for purchases over 100 users

Ø 200 users: $ 70 / user

Ø 500 users $ 60 / user

Ø “Site License” : $40,000 annually



Emmanuel Derivery, Cambridge University

¨ “When I moved to the MRC Laboratory for 
Molecular Biology, RSpace was a core component 
of the infrastructure I put in place for my new lab 
here. Lab members found it easy to get started with 
RSpace, and it conveniently helps us to record, 
share and track our research data. I can’t imagine 
running a lab without it!”



Conclusions
¨ ELN was well accepted
¨ Unify the lab work
¨ Protocols are easy to find
¨ ELN centralizes the information
¨ 100 USD / active users / year
¨ It is possible to setup a trial account

¤ See https://www.researchspace.com



Serveur Rspace “unige”

¨https://bio-rspace.unige.ch/

¨https://facmed-rspace.unige.ch/

https://bio-rspace.unige.ch/
https://facmed-rspace.unige.ch/


Rspace “information”

¨https://www.researchspace.com

¨ http://lab-ally.com/products/rspace-eln/

https://www.researchspace.com/
http://lab-ally.com/products/rspace-eln/


With RSpace you control your data
2: When license expires

Ø On expiry of license you have a six month free license extension to complete data export
Ø Options include:

Ø Export to the free Community version of RSpace, maintaining full folder 
structure

Ø Export to html for a searchable offline copy maintaining folder structure
Ø Export to xml for a machine readable version maintaining folder structure
Ø Export to a repository or archive
Ø Export to another tool or system (API coming Q1 2017)

Ø If RSpace goes out of business or is acquired by another company that does not want to 
continue support, we a six months free to complete data export, or perpetual license file 
that will keep RSpace running without support or updates. Data export options are listed 
above.


