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Piagetʼs research programme was a developmental epistemology with a focus on two phenomena in human evolution, the creation of the absolutely new, and the formation of necessary knowledge. My argument has four parts. The first part addresses the “accord” problem in epistemology, concerning the objectivity and coherence of knowledge, the accord between thought and things and the accord between thought and itself. Piagetʼs position was similar to Kantʼs position on objectivity in terms of a priori structures, and to Wittgensteinʼs on coherence under the rule-following paradox. But similarity is not identity: his position was substantively distinctive from both of these illustrious alternatives. The second part is an analysis of Piagetʼs méthode critique [critical method, CM] whose unit of analysis is the act of judgment such that reasons provide the normative linkage binding act to judgment. CMʼs prime focus is to ascertain which norms in which relationships these are. The third part reviews objections to Piagetʼs method, its principles and its actual use in Genevan work, none regarded as fatal. The final part presents extracts of specimen “raw data” reliant on Piagetʼs method and previously unpublished. The main conclusion is that CM is a required method to use in the study of the interplay between facts and normativities inherent in the development of objective and coherent knowledge
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