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Personal Information  

 

Name   Sandra Villata 

Address  University of Geneva, FPSE 

   UNI PIGNON, bureau 610 

   42 Boulevard du Pont-d’Arve 

   CH-1205 Genève 

Office phone  0041 22 379 9145 

E-mail   sandra.villata@unige.ch 

 

Current positions 

 

2011-to date Teaching and Research Assistant, FPSE, Department of Psycholinguistics, 
Language and Cognitive Developmental Group, University of Geneva. 

2014-to date  (May 7) PhD student, Department of Linguistics, University of Geneva. 

 

Teaching experience 

 

2011-2017 (September-December) Teaching Assistant, “Approche descriptive du 
langage oral”, Prof. Julie Franck, University of Geneva. 

 (February-May) Teaching Assistant, “Approche experimentale du langage 
oral”, Prof. Julie Franck, University of Geneva. 

 (February-May) Teaching Assistant, “Développement cognitive et 
langage”, Prof. Julie Franck, University of Geneva. 

 

Education 

 

2016 (June 27- July 2), Scuola Estiva AIP Bertinoro, “Meta-analysis and results 
replicability: theoretical aspects and application in R”. Coordinators: 
Massimiliano Pastore, Gianmarco Altoé (University of Padova). 

2015 (February 17 – 20), Doctoral school CUSO, Language and the Brain, 
Gruyère, Switzerland. 



2013 (June 24 - July 19), attending the LSA Linguistic Institute, University of 
Michigan, USA. 

2013 (February), Certificat de specialization en Linguistique, supervisor Prof. L. 
Rizzi, University of Geneva. 

2011 (February), M.A. in Philosophy, University of Torino, supervisor Prof. D. 
Marconi (University of Torino), mark: 110/110 magna cum laude and 
dignity of publication. Title: Problemi concettuali nelle teorie 
dell’acquisizione del linguaggio [Conceptual problems in theories of 
language acquisition]. 

2010  Student in Philosophy at the University of Torino (Italy). 

2009/10 Erasmus student – nine months at the University of Geneva, Department of 
Philosophy. 

2008  (September), Master in Philosophy at the University of Torino. 

2008  (July), B.A. in Philosophy, University of Torino, supervisor Prof. D. Marconi 
(University of Torino), mark: 110/110 magna cum laude. Title: 
L’interpretazione di S. Kripke delle considerazioni sul seguire una regola 
nelle Ricerche Filosofiche di L. Wittgenstein [S. Kripke’s interpretation of 
the considerations on the rule following in L. Wittgenstein's Philosophical 
Research]. 

2004 School leaving exams, high-school ‘Norberto Bobbio’ (Liceo scientifico) of 
Torino (mark: 100/100). 

 

Research Visits  

2016 (January-March) Department of Linguistics and Psychology, University of 
Connecticut (Whitney Tabor) 

2012 (November) Department of Cognitive Science, Johns Hopkins University 
(Akira Omaki) 

 

Prizes and Grants 

 

2016 Travel reimbursement for the 29th Annual CUNY Conference on Human 
Sentence Processing (250$). 

2015 Fonds General de l’Université, CHF 1800, for a short visit at the University 
of Connecticut (January 2016 – March 2016) and participation in 
Conference on Human Sentence Processing - CUNY (Florida, US). 

2015 Société Académique de Genève, Fonds Paul Moriaud, CHF 2000, for a 
short visit  at the University of Connecticut (January 2016 - March2016) 
and participation in Conference on Human Sentence Processing - CUNY 
(Florida, US). 



2015 Fondation Ernst at Lucie Schmidheiny, CHF 500 for participation in 
AMLaP Conference – Malta. 

2015 Fondazione Marica De Vincenzi Onlus award of € 5oo to the best paper by 
an Italian researcher selected for IGG (Incontro di Grammatica 
Generativa). 

2014 Académie suisse des sciences humaines et sociales (ASSH), CHF 700, for 
participation in AMLaP Conference - Edinburgh (UK). 

2014 Société Académique de Genève, Fonds Alain Patry, CHF 1450, for 
participation in Conference on Human Sentence Processing - CUNY (Ohio, 
Columbus). 

2013       Fond National Suisse, 10SO13_148932/1, CHF 4200, for summer school in 
human science 

2012     Paula Menyuk Travel Award, BUCLD, flat reimbursement ($ 300). 

2011 Prize ‘Optime’ to the best graduates of University of Torino (‘Unione 
Industriale’ of Torino). 

 

Posters 

 

Villata, S., McElree, B., Wagers, M., & Franck, J. (2015). Interference effects in 
language comprehension. SSP-SGP Conference. Geneva (Switzerland), September 8-
9. 

Villata, S., Canal, P., Franck, J., Moro, A., & Chesi, C. (2015). Intervention effects in 
wh-islands:an eye-tracking study. AMLap. Malta, September 3-5. 

Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2015). Processing and grammar constraints in extraction 
from weak islands. CUNY. Los Angeles (US), March 19-21. 

Villata, S., Rizzi, L., & Franck, J. (2015). Intervention effects in wh-islands and non-
islands: experimental evidence. IGG41. Perugia (Italy), February 26-28. 

Villata, S., McElree, B., & Franck, J. (2015). The temporal dynamics of intervention 
effects: a speed-accuracy trade-off study on wh-islands. Biolinguistic Investigations 
on the Language Faculty. Pavia (Italy), January 26-28. 

Villata, S., McElree, B., & Franck, J. (2014). Temporal dynamics of extraction from 
wh-islands: a speed-accuracy trade-off study. AMLaP. Edinburgh (UK), September 3-6. 

Villata, S., Rizzi, L., Omaki, A., & Franck, J. (2014). Relativized Minimality: a 
systematic investigation on intervention effects. CUNY. Columbus (Ohio), March 13-15. 

Villata, S., Omaki, A., Rizzi, L., & Franck, J. (2013). Relativized Minimality and 
parsing: new insights on the role of similarity. AMLaP. Marseille (France), September 2-4. 

Lassotta, R., Omaki, A., Panizza, D., Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2012). Sentence revision 
and executive control in French-speaking children and adults: Evidence from wh-
questions with filled-gaps. BUCLD. Boston (US), November 1-4. 

 



Talks 

 
 
Villata, S. (2016). Attraction and similarity-based interference in object gender 
agreement. Syncart Workshop. 11-15 July, Chiusi (Italy). 

Mirdamadi, F., Villata, S., Shlonsky, U., & Franck, J. (2016). Experimental judgment 
on multiple wh-questions in Persian. 9th Days of Swiss Linguistics, Geneva 
(Switzerland), June 29-30. 

Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2016). Attraction and similarity-based interference in object 
gender agreement. CUNY, Florida (US), March 3-5. 

Villata, S., (2016). Attraction and similarity-based interference in object gender 
agreement. Language and Cognition Seminar, UConn, Connecticut (US), March 15. 
 
Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2015). The complex case of weak islands. Workshop Hard 
sentences: how to measure clausal complexity?. Congresso Internazionale SLI, 
Malta, 25 September. 
 
Villata, S. (2015). Locality and Intervention effects: Evidence from acceptability 
judgments. Seminaire de recherche en Linguistique. Genève (Switzerland). April 14.  
 
Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2015). Processing and grammar constraints in extraction 
from weak islands. IGG41. Perugia (Italy), February 26-28. 
 
Villata, S., Rizzi, L., Omaki, A., & Franck, J. (2014). New insights into intervention 
effects: an empirical investigation on Relativized Minimality. IGG40. Trento (Italy), 
February 12-14. 
 
Lassotta, R., Omaki, A., Panizza, D., Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2012). Linking cognitive 
control to revision of garden-path Wh-questions in adults and children. AMLaP. Riva 
del Garda (Italy), September 6-8. 

 

Publications 

 

Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2016). Semantic similarity effects on weak islands 
acceptability. Research in Generative Grammar (38), pp. 269-285. 
 
Villata, S., Rizzi, L., & Franck, J. (2016). Intervention effects and Relativized 
Minimality: New experimental evidence from graded judgments. Lingua (179), 76-
96. 

Villata, S., & Franck, J. (2015). The Complex case of Weak Islands. Bollettino SLI 
XXXIII n°1, pp. 141-3. 
 
Hirèche S. and Villata S. (2013), Eating Animals and the Moral Value of Non-
Human Suffering, Grazer Philosophische Studien - International Journal for Analytic 
Philosophy, Vol. 88. 
 

Professional Activities 

 



REVIEWS 

Reviewer for: Applied Psycholinguistics 

Reviewer of international conferences: Incontro di Grammatica Generativa (IGG) 

ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

2016/17 Séminaire de recherche en psycholinguistique 

2014/15 Reading group Syntax and Memory. 

2013 (4 March) Mind, Science and Supersition in 21st century America 
(conference of Julien Musolino, Rutgers University, USA). 

 

COMMITTEE FOR MASTER DEGREE 

2015 (August) Member of the committee for the dissertation of Lorraine Ortiz (Title: 
Etude de l’effet d’interférence en mémoire dans la compréhension de questions 
complexes) 

2014 (June) Member of the committee for the dissertation of Elodie Cherbuin 
(Title: Acquisition d'une propriété syntaxique abstraite par le jeune enfant : la c-
commande) 

2013 (August) Member of the committee for the dissertation of Maeder Julie (Title: 
Étude du lien entre le traitement des ambiguïtés syntaxiques et le contrôle cognitif : 
la compréhension on-line de questions ambiguës par des adultes et des enfants de 5 
à 8 ans francophones) 

2013 (August) Member of the committee for the dissertation of Buhler Areti Helena 
(Title: Étude du traitement des phrases relatives sujet et objet. Quels rôles jouent les 
indices de désambiguïsation tels que l'ordre des mots et la présence de la marque de 
l'accord entre le sujet et le verbe?) 

 

Technical skills 

 

R, Ibex-farm, E-Prime 

 

Languages 

 
Mother tongue: Italian 
Fluent in spoken and written English 
Fluent in spoken and written French (DALF C1 – Diplôme approfondi de la langue 
française) 
 

Research interests 

 



Psycholinguistics: interference effects; garden path sentences; filler-gap 
dependencies; syntactic reanalysis; agreement; attraction effects 
Linguistics: locality; Relativized Minimality; the grammar and parser relationship; 
wh-dependencies; bounding; c-command. 
Cognition: working memory; cue-based memory model; executive control. 
Philosophy of language: lexical meaning; the principle of compositionality. 
Philosophy of mind: mental causation. 
 
International collaborations 

 
Julie Franck, University of Geneva, Switzerland 
Luigi Rizzi, University of Geneva, Switzerland 
Brian McElree, New York University, USA 
Matt Wagers, University of California, Santa Cruz, USA 
Whitney Tabor, University of Connecticut, USA 
Akira Omaki, John’s Hopkins University, USA 
Cristiano Chesi, IUSS, Pavia, Italy 
Paolo Canal, IUSS Pavia, Italy 
Alessandro Treves, SISSA, Trieste 
Ludovico Franco, University of Lisbona, Portugal 
 

References 

 

Prof. Julie Franck – Maître d'Enseignement et de Recherche, Psycholinguistics, 
University of Geneva – julie.franck@unige.ch 

Prof. Luigi Rizzi – Full Professor in Linguistics, University of Geneva – 
luigi.rizzi@unige.ch 


