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Adult Education: Widening access and accessibility 
Stephen Billett, Griffith University, Australia

Accessibility to educative experiences for adults is central for their personal and 
occupational development and to contribute to their family, community and as 
citizens. Central here is being and remaining employable, but also the ability to 
pursue social and cultural interest and make informed decisions for themselves 
and advise others. Securing and widening access to the educational experiences is 
central to achieving these goals. This presentation addresses these issues of access 
and accessibility of worthwhile educational experiences for adults. It commences 
with three brief country case studies (i.e. Japan, Singapore and United Kingdom) 
and discusses the mix of purposes for adult education and how it is enacted, sup-
ported by data from the Programme of International Assessment of Adult Compe-
tence. The aim here is to indicate how institutional and societal imperatives come 
to shape these adult education provisions and how access is viewed and enacted. 
Where possible, specific comparisons will be made with Switzerland. Then, draw-
ing on work life history narratives of through working age adults, the discussion 
leads to a consideration of the educative experiences that are afforded and en-
gaged with work and communities. The informants included economic and refugee 
migrants, indigenous adults. These comprised provisions of guidance and support, 
interactions, access to knowledge and development of capacities that would have 
been otherwise unavailable or inaccessible for these adults, including through for-
malised provisions of adult education. It was found that these kinds of educative 
experiences were not only accessible and engaged with, but were salient for deci-
sion-making, opportunities and guidance in ways that address a range of personal, 
employability and participatory outcomes. That salience was noteworthy for ref-
ugee migrants, for instance. Given the importance of accessibility and effective 
educational experiences, a more inclusive view about the purposes, practices and 
provisions of adult education are then concluded.
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