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Credits 60 ECTS

Dates �Minimum duration: 2 years (September 2026 to August 2028)
Maximum duration: 3 years (September 2026 to August 2029)

Format Blended – fully online, except for two-week residential sessions in Geneva 
once a year

This programme is compatible with professional activity, provided that 
participants are able to dedicate some time to the course sessions. Online courses 
require approximately 12 to 15 hours of work per week, including one mandatory 
live synchronous session per week. In-person courses require full-time availability 
in order to attend the sessions in Geneva two weeks once a year.

Language  English

Fees CHF 15’000 

Course Directors Prof. Karl Blanchet
Dr. Valérie Gorin



Short  
description

The humanitarian sector is changing rapidly in this new era of polycrises. 
Climate-induced risks, technological transformations, and geopolitical shifts 
require professionals who can continuously update their skills. Starting in 
September 2026, the Geneva Centre for Humanitarian Studies introduces a 
redesigned Master of Advanced Studies (MAS) in Humanitarian Action.

Most humanitarian training programmes are organised around operational 
sectors. In professional practice, however, the most significant challenges are 
not sectoral. They arise in the interactions between actors, institutions, and 
contexts. Training effective professionals means equipping them with the 
tools to understand and manage these interactions. Therefore, participants 
will develop the skills to navigate four fundamental fields of humanitarian 
practice: within the humanitarian system, with affected populations, within 
complex crisis environments, and with external actors and policy arenas. 
This new programme equips humanitarian professionals with the skills to 
analyse interconnected crises, move beyond sectoral approaches, and design 
systemic responses by mobilising knowledge, partnerships, and resources 
across sectors. 

The programme has been developed in response to the growing need 
to understand, question and reform today’s humanitarian system, in 
collaboration with our partner organisations, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF).

Learning  
outcomes of  
the course

�At the end of the course, you will be able to: 

•	 Analyse and navigate complex humanitarian contexts by applying 
systems thinking to interconnected crises

•	 Lead and manage humanitarian action in conditions of uncertainty by 
making informed operational and strategic decisions in rapidly evolving 
crisis settings 

•	 Design accountable, inclusive and people-centred interventions 
taking into account responsibility and duty of care while addressing 
inequalities

•	 Critically assess emerging risks and transformations shaping 
humanitarian action, such as climate change, digitalization, AI and 
evolving crisis governance mechanisms

•	 Influence decision-making and engage strategically with diverse actors 
in complex humanitarian, political and institutional environments 
across local and global levels

•	 Reflect critically on humanitarian practice and contribute to 
organizational learning by analysing dilemmas and practice-oriented 
knowledge

Workload Around 1500 hours of work for the whole Master, including:

•	 400 hours of face-to-face teaching (lectures, round tables, debates, 
visits) 

•	 1100 hours of self-study time (e-learning modules, group work, readings, 
assignments, videos, quizzes, etc.)

•	 Including 250 hours for the MAS final work

Audience •	 Project managers and field coordinators in the humanitarian, 
development or peace sector looking to increase their competencies as 
well as reflect and capitalise on their experiences 

•	 Policy makers, diplomats, and crisis managers from other sectors 
(health, military, private sector, social assistance) who wish to develop 
their understanding of the humanitarian sector for a potential career 
change 

•	 Graduate students with relevant volunteer or intern experience, looking 
to undertake a postgraduate programme with a view to entering the 
humanitarian sector



Certificate of Advanced 
Studies (CAS) Systemic 
Responses to Polycrises

Online programme
7 September – 18 December 2026
(10 credits ECTS)

This CAS examines how humanitarian crises are 
increasingly shaped by interconnected environmental, 
technological, political, and social transformations. The 
programme equips participants with the tools to analyse 
complexity and design integrated responses across 
sectors and levels of intervention. It combines three 
short courses on climate change, artificial intelligence 
and sexual violence in crisis settings:

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) From Climate Crisis to 
Health Transformation: A Planetary Approach

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Uses and Ethics of AI 
for Humanitarian Response

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Addressing Sexual 
Violence in Conflict and Emergency Contexts

Geneva Immersive Session I

Residential programme
1 – 12 February 2027
(5 credits ECTS)

The Geneva Immersion Sessions offer a unique 
opportunity to engage directly with the actors, 
institutions and decision-making processes that shape 
global humanitarian action. Through institutional visits, 
practitioner exchanges and applied learning, participants 
gain a situated understanding of multilateral governance 
and the dynamics of the Geneva international ecosystem.

Certificate of Advanced 
Studies (CAS) From 
Accountability to Care

22 February – 11 June 2027
(10 credits ECTS)

The CAS explores how humanitarian organisations 
can build more accountable, inclusive and ethical 
relationships with the people they serve. The programme 
examines how humanitarian action can move beyond 
compliance-driven mechanisms toward practices 
grounded in trust, dialogue and shared responsibility. 
It combines three short courses on accountability, 
participation and care:

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Integrating AAP for 
Humanitarian Organisations

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) People-Centred 
Programming

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Promoting a Culture of 
Care

Certificate of Advanced 
Studies (CAS) Leading and 
Operating Humanitarian 
Organisations

6 September – 17 December 2027
(10 credits ECTS)

The CAS equips professionals with the operational, 
managerial and analytical skills required to lead 
humanitarian action in complex and rapidly evolving 
environments. The programme explores how 
humanitarian organisations function, make decisions 
and manage interpersonal relationships. It combines 
three short courses on systems thinking, programme 
management, and leadership:

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Systems Thinking and 
Resilience Applied to Health

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Humanitarian Project 
Cycle Management

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Humanitarian 
Leadership and People Management

Structure of the MAS 
(24-month consecutive learning)
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Application deadline and registration

Geneva Immersive Session II

Residential programme
31 January – 11 February 2028
(5 credits ECTS)

The Geneva Immersion Sessions offer a unique 
opportunity to engage directly with the actors, 
institutions and decision-making processes that shape 
global humanitarian action. Through institutional visits, 
practitioner exchanges and applied learning, participants 
gain a situated understanding of multilateral governance 
and the dynamics of the Geneva international ecosystem.

Certificate of Advanced 
Studies (CAS) Strategic 
Influence and Humanitarian 
Diplomacy

21 February – 9 June 2028
(10 credits ECTS)

The CAS equips professionals with the strategic skills 
required to operate and influence in complex political, 
diplomatic and information environments. The 
programme explores how humanitarian organisations 
engage with governments, armed groups, donors, media 
actors and affected populations in increasingly polarized 
and contested contexts. It combines three short courses 
on advocacy, negotiation and strategic communication:

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Humanitarian 
Advocacy: From Bearing Witness to Activism

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Negotiations on the 
Frontlines

•	 Executive Short Course (ESC) Strategic Humanitarian 
Communication in the Age of Disinformation

MAS Final work

To be submitted by August 2028
(10 credits ECTS)

Throughout the MAS, participants will engage in a series 
of workshops designed to develop critical thinking and 
academic skills. These workshops will help participants 
to conduct the mandatory assignments for the MAS 
final work. The overall aim of the MAS final work is to 
stimulate reflection on issues linked to the reform of the 
humanitarian system. 

Flexible path Participants who do not wish to complete the MAS 
over two years may choose to spread certain CAS or 
residential sessions over three years, depending on the 
course schedule and availability.



60 ECTS | 2-3 YEARS | BLENDED LEARNING

Master of Advanced Studies 
in Humanitarian Action (MAS)

10 ECTS | ONLINE
September-December 2026

5 ECTS | RESIDENTIAL 
IN GENEVA 

February 2027

10 ECTS | ONLINE
February-June 2027

10 ECTS | ONLINE
September-December 2027

5 ECTS | RESIDENTIAL 
IN GENEVA

February 2028

10 ECTS | ONLINE
February-June 2028
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CAS 1
SYSTEMIC 

RESPONSES TO 
POLYCRISES

Analyse interconnec-
ted crises and their 
impacts to design 

integrated responses.

CAS 2
FROM 

ACCOUNTABILITY 
TO CARE

Build accountable, 
inclusive and ethical 

relationships with 
affected populations.

GENEVA
IMMERSIVE 

SESSION I

Humanitarian 
governance and 
multilateralism.

CAS 3
LEADING AND 

OPERATING 
HUMANITARIAN 
ORGANISATIONS

Develop leadership, 
management and 

systems thinking to 
lead effective action in 

complex 
environments.

CAS 4
STRATEGIC 

INFLUENCE AND 
HUMANITARIAN 

DIPLOMACY

Influence 
decision-making and 
engage with external 

actors and policy 
arenas.

GENEVA
IMMERSIVE 
SESSION II

Cross-sectoral 
responses 

humanitarian action, 
development, peace, 

and planetary 
health.humanitarian 
action, development, 
peace, and planetary 

health.
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Integrating AAP for Humanitarian 
Organisations

 

People-Centred Programming

Promoting a Culture of Care

Systems Thinking and Resilience

Project Cycle Management

Humanitarian Leadership

Humanitarian Advocacy

Negotiation on the Frontlines

Strategic Humanitarian Communication 

From Climate Crisis to Health 
Transformation

 

Uses and Ethics of AI for 
Humanitarian Response

 

Addressing Sexual Violence in Conflict 
and Emergency Contexts

 

MAS FINAL
WORK

Research and critical 
reflection on the 

reform of the 
humanitarian system.

10 ECTS


