
CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
 
PERSONAL  DATA  / DONNEES  PERSONNELLES  
 
 
Name   Roderick J. LAWRENCE  
 
Civil Status    Married 
    Wife of Swiss nationality  
    Three children     
 
Nationality   Australian  
    Resident Permit C for Switzerland 
 
Address (private)  4, rue du Prieuré 
    CH - 1260 Nyon 
 
Languages  English (mother tongue) 
    French 
 
 
 
CURRENT POSITION / POSITION ACTUELLE  
 
October 2010 -   Associate Professor, University of Geneva 

Institute of Environmental Sciences 
Department of Geography & Environment, 
Faculty of Social Sciences,  

    email: roderick.lawrence@unige.ch 
 
January 2003 -  Director of Certificate of Advanced Studies in Sustainable 

Development in collaboration with international and national 
institutions 
 

January 2010 -  Director of Global Environmantal Policy programme (GEPP) in 
partnership with UNEP 

 
July 2011 -   Adjunct Professor at Institute of Environment & Development, 

National University of Malayasia (UKM) 
 

September 2014  Visiting Professor,  
International Institute for Global health 
United Nations University 

 
 

UNIVERSITY DIPLOMAS  / DIPLÔMES UNIVERSITAIRES 
 
1983   Doctorate of Science (Doctorat ès Science) 
    Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Switzerland  
    Thesis: “Espace privé - espace collectif - espace public : 
    l'exemple du logement populaire en Suisse romande, 1860-1960”. 
 
1978   Degree of Master of Letters (Maîtrise ès Lettres) 
    University of Cambridge, England 

Thesis: “The Organization of Domestic Space - A cross-cultural study”. 
 
1972   Bachelors Degree (Diplôme de 5ans) 
    First Class Honours  
    University of Adelaide, Australia. 



 
TERTIARY EDUCATION / FORMATION UNIVERSITAIRE 
 
1975 - 1977  University of Cambridge, England 
    Postgraduate Research Studentship 
    Saint John's College. 
 
1972  (March - May) University of New South Wales, Australia 
    Graduate Course on the Politics of Urban Change.  

 
1971  (February )  University of Sydney, Australia  
     Graduate Course on Architectural Psychology.   
          
1967-71   University of Adelaide, Australia  
    School of Architecture and Town Planning.    
 

 
PROFESSIONAL  ACTIVITIES / ACTIVITES PROFESSIONNELLES  

2009 - 2017 Member of Scientific Advisory Board of "Network for transdisciplinary 
research", Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences, Bern. 

2008 - 2014 Member of Scientific Committee of Interdisciplinary Research 
Programme n Cities and Environment funded by the French Ministry 
of Ecology, Sustainable Development and Planning (Programme 
Interdisciplinaire de Recherche Ville et Environnement (CNRS) et 
Ministère de l'Ecologie, du Développement et de l'Aménagement 
durables de la France  

2008 - 2011  Invited Professor / Professeur invité for the course "Ecologie urbaine 
et qualité de vie" in the Master of Science at University of Lausanne. 

 
2008 - 2012  Programme ERASMUS Master EURmed  

Invited Professor in 2008 in Programme of Master Erasmus Mundus  
"Etudes Urbaines en Régions Méditerranéennes" for course on 
Sustainable Development at l'Université Paul Cézanne Aix-Marseille 
III, France.  

 
1986 - 1999  Master of Teaching and Research (MER substitute from 1986 to 1989) 
    Tenured position from March 1989 at  
    Centre for Human Ecology and Environmental Sciences, 
    University of Geneva. 
 
1985 (June) to  Visiting Research Fellow, 
1985 (December)  School of Social Sciences, 
    Flinders University of South Australia 
    & 
    Visiting Lecturer  
    Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, 
    University of Adelaide, Australia. 
   
1984 (October) to  Master of Teaching and Research  
1985 (June)  (Maître d'enseignement et de recherche suppléant) 
    Centre for Human Ecology and Environmental Sciences  
    School of Architecture, University of Geneva. 
     
1984 (July) to  Consultant 
1985 (January)  Committee on Housing Building and Planning 
    Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
    United Nations Building, Geneva. 



 
Rapporteur for the 45th Session of the 

    ECE Committee on Housing, Building and Planning 
    held from 10 to 14 September 1984  at Geneva. 
 
    Editor of "Human Settlements Situation in the 
    UNECE Region Around 1980" UN Document No. ECE/HBP/60. 
    
 
1978 (July)   Assistant, Swiss National Science Foundation 
to   Department of Architecture, 
1984 (July)  Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne. 
 

 
DISTINCTIONS AND AWARDS  / DISTINCTIONS ET PRIX 
 
1990 to 2015  Marquis Who's Who in the World  
(each year)    
 
1997 to 2015  Marquis Who's Who in Science and Engineering 
 

1997 to present  Associate Member of New York Academy of Sciences 
 
1984   Travel and Study Scholarship for Young Researchers 
     Swiss National Science Foundation 
 
1975   The Strathcona Exhibition 
     Saint John's College, Cambridge  
 
1974   The George Murray Travelling Scholarship 
     University of Adelaide 
 
1974   The Lawson Post-graduate Research Fellowship 
     Royal Australian Institute of Architects 
 
1972   The Milne Travelling Scholarship 
     University of Adelaide 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL   MEMBERSHIPS / MEMBRE DE SOCIETES 
 
1997 to present  Associate Member  
    New York Academy of Sciences. 
 
1986 to present  Member and Working Group Coordinator of the European Network for 

Housing and Urban Research (ENHR)  
 
1984 to present  Member and Working Group Coordinator of IAPS (International 

Association for People - Environment Studies) Guildford; 
1990 to 2002  Elected Executive Board Member of IAPS 
    Re-elected in 1994 for a second term and in 1998 for a third term 
 

 
 

OFFICIAL POSTS / FONCTIONS OFFICIELLES  
 
Nominated to the Scientific Advisory Board of the E uropean Centre for Environment and 
Health (ECEH) in March 1994 by the World Health Org anization .  



Attended meetings of the Scientific Advisory Board from 1994 to 1998. Invited to participate in 
the 2nd Ministerial Conference on Environment and Health held in Helsinki in June 1994 and to 
deliver a speech titled "Europe Today:  Urban Health Challenges". 
 
Member of Scientific Advisory Committee  for the preparation of the document "Review of the 
Pan-European Development since Frankfurt: Environment and Health Situation and 
Programmes in Europe in the 1990s" for the 3rd Ministerial Conference on Environnement and 
Health held in London in June 1999.  
 
 
Invited Member of Task-force "Housing and Health " coordinated by the European Office of 
the World Health Organization in Bonn, from June 2001 to December 2004. Attended meetings 
organised by the World Health Organization during that period. 
 

 
TEACHING 2005- 2012 / ENSEIGNEMENT 2005 - 2012 

 
Bachelor & Master Degrees Courses at the Faculty of  Social & Economic Sciences, 
University of Geneva 
 
4206040CR : Intitation to social sciences in environmental studies / Initiation aux sciences 
sociales de l’environnement       
 
4306061CR Indictors : diagnosis of territorial subjects for institutional uses / Indicateurs : 
Instruments du diagnostic territorial et usages institutionnels 
 
4306034AT : Atelier for land-use projects / Atelier de projet IG (Information géographique) 
 
 
Institute of Environmental Sciences / Institute des  Sciences de l'environnement (ISE) 
Masters Degree Courses 
 
14 E 118   Introduction to Sustainable Development / Développement durable  
 
14 E 128   Interdisciplinarity / Interdisciplinarité 
 
14 E 136   Human Ecology / Ecologie humaine 
 
14 E 136   Atelier Interdisciplinarité et Méthodes de travail en groupe (semestre d'automne). 
L'atelier se déroule sur deux jours consécutifs (16 heures) pendant la première semaine du 
tronc commun du MUSE (semestre d'automne). (env. 40 étudiants) 
 
14E138  Atelier Environnement urbain : Agenda 21 
 
14E108  Projets d'aménagement, durabilité et mise en oeuvre 
      
  
Master of Advanced Studies in Sustainable Urban Dev elopment  / Maitrise en Urbanisme 
durable (UNIL, UNINE, IDHEAP, UNIGE). Co-ordination of a one day Master class. 
 
 
TEACHING 1995 -  2005 / ENSEIGNEMENT  1995 - 2005 
 
European Master in Environmental Management  (EAEME) & CLUSTER Consortium   
1997  -  coordination and teaching module (35 hours) from 28th  April to 2nd  May 1997 at 
Verbania, Italy, invited by the Politecnico di Torino, Italy. 
1998 -  coordination and teaching module (35 hours) from 20th  to 24th  April 1998 at the 
Politecnico di Torino, Italy. 
 
1999 - coordination and teaching module (70 hours) from 1st  to 12th  March 1999 (with Prof. B. 



Burgenmeier & Y. Haryama) at the Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne. 
2000 - coordination and teaching module (70 hours) from 27th  March to 7th  April 2000 (with 
Prof. B. Burgenmeier & Y. Haryama) at the Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne. 
2001 – coordination and teaching module (70 hours) from 4th to 14th June 2001 at Ecole 
polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne. 
2002 – coordination and teaching module (70 hours) from 15th to 26th April 2002 at the Ecole 
polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne. 
2003 – coordination and teaching module (70 hours) from 28th  April to 9th  May 2003 at the 
Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne. 
 
 
Course 1715 – Human Ecology  / Ecologie humaine. Course for the Master of Natural 
Environmental Sciences (MESNE), Faculty of Sciences, University of Geneva. 
      
Course - Introduction to Environmental Questions  / Introduction aux questions 
environnementales  
This annual course (2 hours per week) was launched from 2002 to 2007 with colleagues from 
the Centre for the study of energy problems (CUEPE). This ongoing course has been taught to 
students in the Faculty of Sciences, the Faculty of Economic and Social Sciences, and the 
Graduate Institute for International Studies at the University of Geneva  
 
Nordic School of Public Health, Gothenburg, Sweden .  
Invited teacher to a postgraduate course (20 hours contact time) of The Nordic School of Public 
Health on Urban Environment and Health conducted in Kaunas, Lithuania from 8 - 20 november 
1998. 
 
Programme Director for Continuing Education in Sust ainable Development  
Continuing Education Course (with Professor B. Burgenmeier) at the University of Geneva from 
October 2003 on Sustainable Development and Agenda 21 in collaboration with UNEP, UNITAR 
and IDHEAP.  

Participation in Swiss Virtual Campus - Projet SUPP REM 

Collaboration for the developpement of 3 on-line courses - Introduction to Sustainable 
Development, Environment, Health and Sustainable Development, and Urbanisation, Health and 
Sustainable Development for the Swiss Virtual Campus project SUPPREM (Sustainability and 
Public or Private Environmental Management) at the University of Geneva.  

 
Invited teacher at the Institute of Architecture at  the University of Geneva (IAUG)   
In 1996, coordinator (with Professor C. Raffestin) of a teaching module (60 hours) on  
Eco-Anthropological concepts of human habitats for the post-graduate course on urban 
planning. 
Substitute for Professor C. Raffestin to teach the undergraduate course (2 hours per week) on 
Environment-Society-Habitat during the summer semester 2000. 
 
Invited lecturer for postgraduate course on Sustain able Development and Land-Use 
planning (CUSO)  
Invited teacher for the postgraduate course on land-use planning and sustainable development 
held in February 2000 at the University of Neuchâtel and the University of Geneva. 
  

 

 
RESEARCH 2005 - 2012/ RECHERCHES, 2005 - 2012 
 
EU 7th  Framework Project Partner 
Project Partner in EU 7th Framework project titled the ‘Positive Health Effects of the Natural 
Outdoor Environment in Typical Populations of Different Regions in Europe’ (PHENOTYPE) 
financed by grant agreement no. 282996 from January 2012 to December 2015. Budget EUR 
3.5 million. 



 
 

Project Partner and Swiss representative in EU-COST  C20  "Urban Knowledge Arenas" 
Interdisciplinary project in collaboration with l'Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), 
l'Institut d'Hautes Etudes en Administration public (IDHEAP) et le Laboratoire Energie 
Environnement & Architecture (LEEA) de l'Ecole d'Ingénieurs de Genève on "Dispositif de 
partage de l’information et de la connaissance dans les processus d’aménagement concertés" 
(DPICPAC). Budget of CHF 379'134.- par le Secrétariat d'Etat pour l'éducation et la recherche 
de Janvier 2007 à Novembre 2009. Projet SER No. C05.0130.  
 
 
Co-Leader of Project in collaboration with Internat ional Labor Office (ILO) 
International research project financed by RUIG/GIAN on "Promoting Decent Work in 
Construction and Related Services: the Key Role of Local Authorities" in partnership with ILO 
from November 2005 et Novembre 2007. A workshop was held at ILO Headquarters on 12 
Decembre 2006. Budget of CHF 389'000.- 

 
 

RESEARCH 1995 - 2005/ RECHERCHES, 1995 - 2005 
 
 
Environmental Valuation in Europe: Projet of EU 4 th  Framework Programme, 1998-2000 
Member of the Scientific Committee and partner of the EU 4th Framework Environment 
Programme "Concerted Action on Environmental Valuation in Europe" (No. PL97-2000, DGXII 
Environment and Climate RTD Programme) from July 1998 to December 2000, with the 
financial support of the Swiss Federal Office of Education and Science. Budget of CHF. 40'000.- 
 
INVESTIMMO: Projet of EU 5 ème Framework Programme, 2001-2004 
Participation as project partner and work-package leader in the EU 5th Framework Programme 
"Competitive and Sustainable Growth" from January 2001 to January 2004 for the projet "A 
decision making tool for long-term efficient investment strategies in housing maintenance and 
refurbishment" (INVESTIMMO). Reseach grant of CHF.273'000.- by the Swiss Federal Office of 
Education  and Science.  
 
World Health Organization European Housing and Heal th Survey, 2002-2004 
Direction of the contribution of the Geneva canton and city to the pan-European survey of 
housing and health in 8 cities corordinated by the World Health Organization Regional Office for 
Europe from September 2002 to December 2004. Financial support from the canton of Geneva, 
the city of Geneva and the Federal Office of Public Health totalling CHF 125'000.-  

Housing Demand, Housing Quality and Residential Mob ility in Meyrin, 1999-2000 
A research grant from the Housing Directorate of the canton of Geneva for a survey of how 
residents perceive and evaluate housing demand, housing quality and residential mobility. Study 
conducted from January 1999 to January 2000. Research funds of CHF 40'000.- 
 
Social and Economic Criteria for Land-use Planning in Meyrin, 2003-2005 
A grant from the Direction of land-Use planning in the canton of Geneva (DAEL) to define social 
and economic criteria for planners to apply in the formulation of scenarios for the design and 
layout of a new neighbourhood in Meyrin from September 2003 to June 2005. Funding of CHF. 
69'000.- 
 
European Network for Housing and Urban Research (EN HR) 
The European Network for Housing Research, founded in 1986, is a large multidisciplinary 
network that promotes the integration of housing and urban research into policy definition. R. 
Lawrence was nominated coordinator of a working group on housing quality from 1994 to 1998. 
Then he has coordinated a new working group on housing and health from September 1998 to 
the present.  
 
 
 



ADMINISTRATION 
 
 
Chairperson of the Scientific Evaluation Committee of the WHO Healthy Cities project for 
European office of the World Health Organization 
Nominated Chairperson of Scientific Evaluation Committee for the period from January 1999 to 
December 2002.  
 
 
Committee Member of the International Association o f People-Environment Studies 
(IAPS) from 1994 - 2002 
This non-profit Association, founded in 1981, promotes communication between researchers, 
designers and planners about people-environment relationships at the micro-scale of the built 
environment. R. Lawence was elected Treasurer in July 1994, and again in July 1998 before 
stepping down in July 2002. Coordinator of the Housing Network in the Association since 1986.  

Member of the Geneva Canton Housing Observatory                                                                
Nominated in March 1998 as a representative of the University of Geneva for the Geneva 
canton housing observatory (Observatoire cantonal du logement de Genève).  
 
 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ROLES / FONCTIONS TECHNIQUES ET SCIENTIFIQUES 

Member of Editorial Board of peer review journals                                                               

Reviews on Environmental Health, Editorial Board depuis 2000 –
http://www.degruyter.com/reveh 

Journal of Housing and the Built Environment, Editorial Board depuis 1998 
http://www.springer.com/geography/human+geography/journal/10901 

Open House International, Editorial Board depuis 1986 –                                       
http://www.openhouse-int.com 

Architectural Science Review, Editorial Board depuis 2002 –  

http://www.earthscan.co.uk/journals/asre 
 
 

Evaluator for the Swiss National Science Foundation  
 
Evaluation of research proposal N0 100013-130384 in December 2009. 
 
Evaluation of research proposal N° 100012-109766 in  April 2005. 
 
Evaluation of research proposal N° 100012-105682 in  April 2004. 
 
Evaluation of research proposal N° 101412-103588 in  November 2003. 
 
Evaluation of research proposal N° 101412-100553 in  November 2002. 
 
 
Expert for the European Commission 
 
Invited expert for the "Expert Evaluators Panel for Exploratory Awards and Co-operative 
Research" in the EU 5th Framework programme "Quality of Life and Management of Living 
Resources" in Brussels on 3-4 May 1999.  
 
Invited to the seminar on "Urban Environment and Sustainability: Developing the Agenda for 
Socio-Economic Research" by the European Commission, DGXII in Brussels on 16-17 June 
1997. 



 
External Scientific Evaluator 
 
Member of the Expert Panel for the Assessment of ‘Cross-disciplinary research on children’s 
and young people’s mental health’.  Formas, 2012. 
 
Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research (MISTRA) Stockholm, in June 2009. 
 
Chalmers University of Technology, Gothenberg, Sweden, in December 2008. 
 
Helmholtz Research Centre, Leipzig, Germany, in June 2007. 
 
Research Council of Norway, Scientific Evaluation of project 180406/S30, in January 2007. 
 
Member of the Expert Panel for the Evaluation of Swedish Architrectural Research 1995-2005. 

 
 

Member of Scientific Organizing Committee of Intern ational Conferences, 2000 - 2012 
 
Conference Chair for "mpementation for Inter- & Transdisciplinary Research, Practice and 
Teaching." Conference at theUniversity of Geneva, 15-17th September 2010.  

 
Scientific Committee member: International Symposium "Revitalising Built Environments" à 
Technical University of Istanbul du 12 au 16 octobre 2009.  
 
Scientific Committee member: International Conference on Human Ecology, University of 
Manchester, 29th June - 3rd July 2009. 
Scientific Committee member: 20ème Conference of the International Association of People-
Environment Relations (IAPS) in Rome, 28 July au 1st August 2008. 
 
Scientific Committee member: 5th Warwick Healthy Housing Conference, 17-19th March 2008, 
University of Warwick, Coventry UK. 
 
Scientific Committee member: Conference (ENHR 2007) on Sustainable Urban Areas, 25th - 
28th June 2007, Rotterdam, Netherlands. 
 
Chairperson de la session "Urban health and quality of life : global and local challenges" 
International Conference on Human Ecology, University of Manchester, 30th June 2009. 
 
Chairperson de la session "Integrative research programmes." Conference for transdisciplinary 
research, University of Bern, 21 November 2009.  
 
Chairperson of symposium "Challenges of Interdisciplinarity and Transdisciplinary Approaches" 
pendant le 20ème colloque international de l'Association Internationale pour l'étude des relations 
personne - environnement (IAPS) à Rome du 28 juillet au 1er août 2008.  
 
Chairperson of workshop "The residential context of health." ENHR  Conference on Sustainable 
urban Areas, 25th -28th June 2007, Rotterdam, Netherlands.  
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the European Network for Housing and Urban Research 
Conference "Housing Growth and Regeneration" in Cambridge, England, 1st to 5th July 2004. 
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the International IAPS Conference "Evaluation in 
Progress" (Vienna, 7th - 10th July 2004). 
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the "WHO International Symposium on Housing and 
Health" held in Vilnius, Lithuania, from 29th  September to 1st October 2003. 
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the 2003 International WHO Healthy Cities Conference 
"The Power of Local Action" in Belfast, 19-22nd October 2003. 



 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the European Network for Housing and Urban Research 
Conference "Housing Cultures: Convergence and Diversity" in Vienna, 1-5th July 2002. 
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the International IAPS Conference "Cultre, Quality of Life 
and Globalization", in La Coruna, Spain, 23rd to 27th July 2002. 
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the "WHO International Symposium on Housing and 
Health" held in Forli, Italy, from 21st  to 23rd  November 2002. 
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the International IAPS Conference "Cities, Social Life and 
Sustainability" in Paris, 4-7th July 2000. 
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the European Network for Housing and Urban Research 
Conference "Housing in the 21st century" in Gavle, Sweden, 26-30th June, 2000. 
 

 
Invited Conference Papers,  2005 - 2012   
 
R.J. Lawrence, Plenary Session 4  “Urban Planning, Development and Non-communicable 
Diseases: Innovative Experiences” Geneva Health Forum on 18 -20th April 2012. Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

 
R.J. Lawrence, "One Health - One Planet - One Future -Risks and Opportunities", at the GRF 
One Health Summit in Davos on 19-22nd February 2012..  

 
R.J. Lawrence, “Urban Ecology” at  EnergyPact Conference UNCTAD, Palais des Nations, 
Geneva on 29-30th November 2011. 

 
R.J. Lawrence, "Continuity and Change of Built Environments - Housing, Culture and Space 
across Lifespans", IAPS International Symposium 2011, 10 - 14 October 2011, Daegu, Korea. 

    
R.J. Lawrence, “Ominpresent Values : A Devalued Dimension of Inter- and Trans-disciplinarity”, 
Inaugural Seminar of the International Network for Interdisciplinarity and Transdisciplinarity 
(INIT), Utrecht, on 16-18th June, 2011. 

    
R.J.  Lawrence, Le défi intersectoriel: de la multidisciplinarité à la transdisciplinarité , at the 12th 
National Conference on Health promotion in Davos from  6-7 th January 2011. 

 
R.J.  Lawrence, "Housing for People" ISA RC43 Housing Conference: Housing Assets Housing 
People, Glasgow (UK), 1-4 September 2009. 
 
R.J. Lawrence, "Healthy Cities and Housing: Key Principles for Professional Practices, 
Workshop Engineering Solutions for Sustainability Materials and Resources", EPFL (Lausanne), 
22 -24 juillet 2009.  
 
R.J. Lawrence, "Urban health and the quality of life: global and local challenges: Challenges for 
courses in human ecology: experience at the University of Geneva",  International Conference 
on Human Ecology, June 29th to July 3rd 2009, Manchester UK. 
  
R.J. Lawrence: "Sustaining Urban Living and Quality of Life: Achievements in European 
Countries", International Symposium on "Sustainable Living: Articulating the faces of 
Urbanisation", 4th June 2009, Seremban, Malaysia.  
 
R.J. Lawrence, " Interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary approaches: challenges for actors in the 
public and private sectors", International Conference on Urban Health  at Westin Bayshore Hotel 
Vancouver, 29 -31 October 2008. 
 
R.J. Lawrence, "Analysing Urban Diversity : the Pertinence of Interdisciplinary and 
Transdisciplinary Contributions", 20th IAPS Conference, 27-31 July 2008, Rome.  



 
R.J. Lawrence, "Housing and Health : Linking local and global concerns", 5th Warwick Healthy 
Housing Conference, March 2008, University of Warwick, Coventry UK. 
 
 
Organisation of International Conference on Ecology , Economy & Development 
R. Lawrence was the principal organizer of the 2nd International Conference of the European 
Society for Ecological Economics held at the University of Geneva from 4 to 7 March 1998.  
 
Member of the Scientific Committee of the 3rd International Conference of the European Society 
for Ecological Economics (ESEE) held in Vienna from 3 to 6 May 2000.  
 
Collaboration with the Kurt Bosch Institute 
Member of Scientific Committee for an international seminar held at the Kurt Bösch Institute 
from 2nd to 4th October 1997 on "Pratiques et projets; analyser les pratiques sociales et 
concevoir le projet architectural et urbain". Funding of CHF. 13'000.- from the Swiss National 
Science Foundation. 

 
 
COLLABORATION WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS / COLLABORATIONS AVEC 
DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES 

 

Collaboration with the World Health Organization, 1 994 - 2012 
 
R. Lawrence has been a Scientific Advisor to the Healthy Cities project at the European Office of 
the World Health Organization from 1994 to the present. 
Chairperson of the Evauation Advisory Committee of the Healthy Cities Project from 1999 to 
2002. 
Scientific Advisor to the Bilthoven Division of the European Centre for Environment and Health 
for the project "Design of an Environment and Health Information System for use with NEHAPs".  
 
 
Collaboration avec UNESCO, 1996 - 2001 
 
Collaboration with UNESCO – EOLSS (Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems) 
Invited to write a chapter for the Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems on disciplinary and 
interdisciplionary contributions about human ecology (refer to publications). 

Collaboration in UNESCO – MOST Project 
MOST (Management of Social Transformations) is a research programme that strengthens links 
between social science research and policy decision making. 
R. Lawrence participated in this project from 1996 to 2001. He attended the international 
symposium"Towards Socially Sustainable Cities: Buiding a knowledge base for urban 
development in the 21stcentury" held in Cape Town from 27 to 30 septembre 1998 and was an 
editor of the book "Socially Sustainable Cities : principes and practice" (see publications). 
 
 
DOCTORAL THESIS PROGRAMMES / Programmes de  DOCTORAT  

 
Doctoral School/Ecole doctoral  
Invited Professor to the Scandinavian doctoral summer school at the University of Oslo, Norway, 
on "Interdisciplinarity and Transdiplinarity" from 15 to 19th September 2003. 
 
 
MEMBER OF THESIS JURY / MEMBRE DU JURY DE THESE  
 

 
External Examiner for Doctoral thesis at Department of Geography, Université Paris I ‘La 
Sorbonne’, 9th December 2011. 



 
External Examiner for Doctoral thesis at School of Architecture, Université Marseille, 18th 
November 2011. 
 
External Examiner for Doctoral thesis at Department of Architecture, Ecole Polytechnique 
Fédérale Lausanne, 5th December 2008. 

 
Member of the jury for a doctoral thesis at Oxford Brookes University in Oxford, England, on 17th 
November 2003. 
 
Member of the jury for a doctoral thesis at Chalmers University of Technology, in Gothenburg, 
Sweden on 27th October 2000. 
 
Member of the jury for a doctoral thesis at Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne on 11th  
June 1996. 
 
External Examiner for Doctoral thesis at University of Newcastle, England, 8th March 2007. 
 
Member of the jury for a doctoral thesis at Chalmers University of Technology, in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, on 1st June 1996. 
 
Member of the jury for a doctoral thesis at the l'Université Lumière Lyon II on 5th December 
1995. 
 
External Examiner for Doctoral thesis at The University of Newcastle, England, 12th December 
1991. 
 
Member of the jury for a doctoral thesis at the University of Lund, Sweden, on 2nd October 1990. 
 



SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS  / PUBLICATIONS  SCIENTIFIQUES  
 
Articles in peer reviewed journals / Articles originaux dans les journaux à politique 
éditoriale 
 
R.J.Lawrence, (2015. Urban Life and Health. In: James D. Wright (editor-in-chief), International 
Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2nd edition, Vol 24. Oxford: Elsevier. pp. 
830–835. 
 
R.J. Lawrence (2011). Understanding Environmental Quality Through Quality of Life (QOL)                 
Studies. In J. Nriagu (ed.) Encyclopedia of Environmental Health , volume 5, pp. 518–525.     
Elsevier. 

 
R.J. Lawrence (2011). “Housing for health promotion.”  International Journal of Public Health, 
vol. 65, no. 6, pp. 577-578.  
 
R.J. Lawrence (2011). “Looking back to the future.“ International Journal of Public Health, 
vol.56, no.6, pp.581-582. 
 
R.J. Lawrence (2010). Deciphering interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary contributions. 
Transdisciplinary Journal of Engineering & Science, vol. 1, no.1; pp. 125-130. 
 
R.J. Lawrence (2010). Sustainable urban ecosystems and quality of life: achievements in 
European countries." Malaysian Journal of Environmental management, vol.11, no.1: pp. 29-36. 
 
R.J. Lawrence, (2010). "Housing and health promotion: moving forward." International Journal of 
Public Health, vol.55, no.3: pp.145-146. (Impact factor 2.24) 

 
R.J. Lawrence, (2009). "Complexity of urban ecosystems: the contribution of human ecology." 
Malaysian Journal of Environmental Management, vol.10, (1): pp. 67-82. 
 
R.J. Lawrence & C. Fudge, (2009). "Healthy cities in a global and regional context." Health 
Promotion International, vol. 24, no. S1, pp.11-18. (ISI Citation Impact Factor 1.356 in the past 5 
years). 
 
R.J. Lawrence, M. Paredes Gil, et al., (2008). "Promoting decent work in the construction sector: 
the role of local authorities." Habitat International, vol. 32, (2):pp. 160-171. (ISI Citation Impact 
Factor 1.52 in the past 5 years). 
 
M. Paredes Gil, R. Lawrence, et al., (2008). "Decent work in Santo André: results of a multi-
method case study." Habitat International, vol. 32, (2): pp.172-179. (ISI Citation Impact Factor 
1.52 in the past 5 years).  
 
R.J. Lawrence, (2008). "Urban environmental health indicators: Appraisal and policy directives." 
Reviews on Environmental Health, vol. 23, no.4, pp.299-325  (Indexed and abstracted by Index 
Medicus, EMBASE/Excerpta Medica., MEDLINE.  MEDLINE abstracts can be retrieved online at 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/PubMed).   

 
R.J. Lawrence, (2008).  "Rethinking Residential Mobility: An Interdisciplinary Interpretation," in 
ArchNet-IJAR: International Journal of Architectural Research, vol. 2, no. 1: pp. 70-83.  

 
R.J. Lawrence, (2007). "Habitats for a Sustainable Society". ALAM CIPTA: International Journal 
on Sustainable Tropical Design Research and Practice, Vol. 2 (No. 1) December: pp.1-10.  
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