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Covid-19 Pandemic, March - May 2620,
Our family of four, living ih Géneva, Switzerland, was
going rouird in circles inside at home, day after day.

— R

One weekend, we took out our bicycles, lucky to live
in a country having chosen only semi-confinement?,
I y 4
The children, aged 13 and 11, had been struggling o
with their owh workloads, free times and emolions. ""
e £ +f
1'd been finding ik hard ko concenkrate,

Lleariing new ouline teaching skills, My

partner had been equally glued to his Screen.

= ...
A bike Eour promi.sedx some fresh air and
exercise. Bul these were not ordinary times,
Ordinary choices were fraught with risk.

: & f
Danger could come from those close enough
: to touch or smeeze on us. We carried hand
el gAYy samitizer and homemade masks,
N 1 - SRR

2 S T WO o S
Magic talismans that might keep us
safe, even if we never used them,

We chose our route ko avold meeting
obhers, hewly mindful thak any sick
body, close ko ours, could harm us most,
A Fr?c.ml. A neighbour. A passer-by,

- ETA R A T W ERTR
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Er—

Geneva is a small Canton i Westerh Switzerland,
almost entirely surrounded by France, We thought
we'd take a brief Llook ab the’border, We kiew it
was meant to be restricted to essenkial Eraffic,

We sto Pe.d to read the map under a surveillance camera,
¥ close to a large border erossing in Bardonnex, The
L‘ﬁ motorway was spookily empty. We felt oddly nervous.
o T 0 Te-. el U

As we cycled along an empty field, we saw a fence along the

border: blocking oif a smal.l? th across a bridge Ehak

connecked bwo emply fields, Ik must have been up in a
ng [hab.

rush, following a quick decision. I wosn't expecti

AT WA
It Leoked both official and improvised: an
mix of road fences, tape, chains, printed
sighs and references to emergency laws.

“No crossing or abltempted crossing allowed
for shopping, Leisure, tourism or visiting”.

i,
P —
Toute tentative ou pd
.5 fins de toul 51T

o OUIBIISILE ¢

The border we usually crossed withoul thinking was

suddenly completely Shut to us. We were fenced

| ST ESGSAD EERS S -
The Schengen Agreement, allowing free movement, was =usFehd\edz.
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s
We continued our tour but something had
changed, The realily of the pandemic and our
home country’s response to it suddenly became
real beyond our own changed daily Lives.
: T S ;

In the Pasl: six weeks, home
had become cur sanctuary.
A place of refuge and snzehj.

St K ¥

focused on the changes ko our personal
and rrafesslohal Lives that I'd forgotten ko khink

| aboul

how much the world cutside had changed,

- .
In my academic life, reading feminist geography had
often’ made me think about how ggoroi.i.l:icnl. iscourses
were always grounded i practice and in place.

3 WA I g ey ] t - e =
1 hadn't Llinked the representations of international borders :
and pondemic threats to the new geographies of ray daily life.
' ] [ oy © T e o P

' -

] 1 hadn't kaken the time to bhink about how the nakion and the
internakional might be comnected through borders ko other emerging
practices of security, until suddenly my own body was affected.




776 EPC: Politics and Space 38(5)

As we cycled in the dry Landscape, we saw that
new fences and walls had been built all alown:
the international border, often Pul: up overnig ks

We could Look at them, We could Phokogrnrk
and touch them. But we certainly were wob
authorized to cross and leave the country,

I was mesmerized, finding reasons to return,
visiting as many different sites as I could.

“Come oh, children, let’s do
I'd say. My
| | new love o

another bike tour!”,
artner, happy about my apparent
{-P exercise, was always game.

) Ll

a few grumbles. "I Like these brips to the border, but...
well... Seen one, seen them all, right?”, said my daughter,
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1
I was obsessed, I don't think ik was only because I was
suddenly personally affected by impermeable borders.

| Like many, I'd Llong regarded discourses of a ‘bordertess
world’ as'reflecting a uniquely privileged worldview blind
to how different bodies are affected by restrictions.

Rather, it was that these walls were suddenly so close to
home. And I was experiencing this hew qeographical renl.u:lj
with my owh children: those I was basked ko protect.

For years, I'd been interested academically
U how Eerri.l:ol‘ﬁ and soverelghﬁj are made
discursively during speclfi.c security crises®,

I'd written about how borders often take on
rythical qualities during times of crisis,
made to appear natural and self-evident®.

I'd written aboul how territory, rather than being birthed histerically
once and for all, always needed to be understood as comstantly re=
rounded and re-naturalized because ik was always insecuref,

This might hove been just
example, to be filed away and lectured about.

And ik made no sense ok all,
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Feminist geograrhers have taught us how our
owh bodies are sites and spaces for
conmnecting the global and the intimate.

N
\\\\\\:{}\\
—

i gl

Ve

&
I reolized thabk my compulsion to wikihess these

new border walls, and wakch them change a Little
each d.o.-‘q was ah attempt to make sense of this.

b B

"~

— . e il
bndj and those of my children were the scale at which
power oFero_th at Larger scales could begi.v\ to be understood.
[ ] AT R I — e

T

S
I tried thinking though our bodies as the site upon
which the new ideas, ideologies, and politics of the
pandemic were being Performzd and made meaningful.
1 2R = —= F = LR
This had to combine an attentiveness to
political representations and to practice to
Mmake sense of o fumdamental disconnect,
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{ - o Gin. . R
My kask as a Pareut was to keep my children safe, all the while
kinowing that I might be the one to contaminate them with the
virus, I'd been focussing on getting my mind around thak.

L T X T
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I am here. You are there, They can pass. You cannot.
[ o o e =

Hierarchies were shaped and reinforced: who could
pass, who was stuck, whe was brought together?

| P~ T T

In these heu.\l,j-fu\ced. places, pecple and
things were seéparated and brought together,
in new assemblages.

Did that Fremch car belong ko someone who
worked in Switzerland and usually drove
there? Was ik paried there so that they could
continue their journey by bus or by bike?

These fences created new relationships
between people and with other objecks,

D e s Sl TN |

Were Ehzj essential
enough ko be allowed in?

We could follow hew rules and distancing, but could
they? Were they safe when they travelled and worled?

o R T =5 ng

What happened ko the owner of a Little racoon? People’s Lives and vulnerabilities were emcoded

Were they able ko return to pick itk up? in these new material forms, defining the terms

I o T g@ . : of political ?osslblli.tvj and political acts.
3 2 q EPRE L - e, e
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E’: because we were exploring our changed Landscape as a family, it felt intimate.
: - > ; i

Ik felt personal. | : ‘ 4 bt <

Feminists had Lon
how the global and the Local constitute each
other requires questioning the global inkimate.

Here, I was withessing how this crisis was redefining
q securily through and across these interwoven scales.
: —= LE

|§ = =T

| In Soral, the border line was marked in

| fading pink chalk. Perhaps a border quard

% hastily drew it before placing concrete blocks?
T 7

Maybe the border didn't really
exist for them wntil they drew i?
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As our ¢
to fund

Ling kours continued, I started
e absurdity almost poetic,

| In rural areas, authorities seemed ko be
| trying to make bthe invisible border real.

: T R

Helpless and futile attempts ko impose something
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—

Like the early days of a divided
Berlin, before the wall went up

a. No cycl.i.hg. No
allking, Bodies controlled. ?

. z T 0 —

¢
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1
I bried ko make sense of this disconnect between scales of securiby.

I realized that I needed ko domesticate m
thinking: ke make sense of the ways in which the
division between public and private was being
inscribed and entomngled on the political Landsca

To malke sense of this, I needed bo understand the
division between domestic and FubLu: b:, looking at the
performance of international politics LA front of me.

t

: - XA
As parents, we'd been brying to keep the children s :

L W

o ; el _ - TR :
By erecting new borders, the patriarchal state was reminding me of how its protection

reached from bthe intimate spaces of contagion to the intermational sphere.

E LRl R e

This focus on entangled scales highlighted the significance of other su.rrosedl.
processes i the maldng of gznrotilics, and Fnrticu.l,nr i the enforcement o
B T A e Rl AR & ® 3+ s ’ 4

¢ Nl - ¥ ey .5 e H s
Cut % 3 k =0 . <t e

non-political spaces and
% borders and securiby.

e

How did care work \ 3 \
allow you free passage? e
How did some workers |
become ‘essential’?

Why fight against o virus
| with o machine guna?
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We cycled on to Chancy, the border poink furthest South-West in the countbry. Sk __;':
3 :

It felt Like the end of the world. Deserted. Far from the ciby.

> o

. @mm . S |

g 2 M T TP 22T I . — ¥
| The Rhdne river could flow all the way through France to the Mediterranean sea.

S e

E_ | We were stuck at the border.
)
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New sighs appeared oh the roads
heading out of Switzerland.

"Restricted exit to Germany,
France, Italy, Austria”
-

We are keeping ?ou in for your
owh good, the signs whispered.,

Simultaneously, & hew visual language of
domesticity flourished, with images o{?home
associafed with safely and protection,

()
Flyers and Pos!:rs com jured up a

so:ml.[-,-ctosz, physicalls —~distanced
collective, protected aid inside,

“Sta

at home, even

wheh the sun is shining.
Now more than ever”

R
J 1l Domesticity as
I 5 imposed protection

& - . :
P t | L
W outside and abroad as equally
\ [ hostile and dangercus.

States burning themselves tnside out.
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As the dm,s assed, some border crossings started opening, often
only allowing passaqe in one direction, ak sek times of the day.
Tk 7
The French pe ulation was still s&rtcELb\
confined, mze!i.b\g Justifications &
certificates to Leave home,

] A

Tribune de Gonave | o,

Bub mahy workers lived across the border, and
needed fo come in and out of Switzerland every day,

737

Bodies, border posts, hew Laws,
barriers opening and shultling, in
new places, ab speci.flr.‘ time,

F:'“'!-VDRM'
tegnin ,  ®

m New and comstantly shifting
Meyrin o

nssemblnges were co-constituting new
olitics of mobility and immobility,
new spaces of securiby and insecurity.

I
One morhing, we rushed to Soral to withness
the closing of the border at 9am, after
essenbiol workers had been allowed through.

As we arrived, oul of breath, the Lock
had just been placed on the gate.

The border quard smiled, perplexed by my
request to photograph the moment.

He was both state power
and vulneroble worker.

w
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o | -

We saw a foce, hiding behind
a curtain, wakching us.

Once the quards Left, we noticed the cement block |H
Ehat, until the day before, was blocking the road. d

. T

Ik seemed to be waiking in
case it was heeded again.

ﬁ- ll |
What did it feel like to Live next
to a border that opened and shub? l
We didin't ask. |

|
What did this cement block do before
betng moved here? Close roads to stop
terrorist Lorries from hitting crowds?

In the past years, we had quickly got
used to hew architectural shapes in
cities, Blocks su?rosed. te leep us safe.

A

r

Our world was being shaped and remade
by these borders opening and closing in
PArEL&:uLm‘ spaces ok pnrl:icu.l.aur times.

Now it had become a
talisman against o virus,

These new geopolilical spaces were grounded in how useful people were
seen to be, as well as b:’ the health or sickmness of bheir bodies.

i
These assemblages were made by who held the key, by who moved
the blocks, b:, who decided who could pass and who stayed puk.

They were blind ko the fact that the Covid-19 virus was
everywhere, on both sides of the hastily-erected fences.

\

| But these geopolitical spaces were also being shaped by
our bodies, with hands made row b5 too much washing:
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Our children often built dens in the woods
during family excursions to the mountains.

| Enrolling branches, sticks,
moss ko build a l\ome
e = 2 ==
" | Assembling tlneu' owh refugzs
from an adulk world,

S5 NSRS T : I

PAl The Swiss state was . 3 3 In Perly, we came across an odd border,
il wow dolng the same A | : assembled in haste, slowly rotting.
5 s s - 2 it . Ly

| = = X 'y g iN
We explored many such

Landscapes o the Swiss side of
the imaginary pink border Line,

We go.r_ed oJ: I:Ine \mreaclmbie
French Landscape we used to
| visit to buy Sunday croissants, [

I..;l-m a clu.l.d’s mter:gm!:atwh nf

| what a natural border might be.

Two worlds now se_Fural:e.d.

by piles of twigs.
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Oue. day, we met up with my father-
tn-Llaw: the cht.l.d\‘eh s beloved Opo..

He'd Lived aLL ku.s l.cfe U Geneva, His intimate knowledge of the landscape |
had mlumjs gu.lded us tkrougln secrek bike paths and wooded lanes, &‘\

Fanuﬁ'ru;e’h”
ROVISOIRE

| .‘
e ' ‘ Al It did feel as if nothing would ever be the same again

XY NI sl ¥ i
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|1 greeted him like a long-lost |
[ friend from another world. :
2 s Bt e .

¥ T

e

| Maybe his owner was responsible
for  the tire marks passing around
the blocks, flatteniing the gr
= g . O3y Gk

o R S

X ] 1
Onl.ﬂ Later did I wotice the
doq's pin-chipped collar.

S e AT

His movements, Like ours,
were being monitored,
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[ W ;
As weeks passed, we hoticed
new Pal:&erns emerging.

| The border fences were nok onttJ places of division, |

I Tl\ej were also i.mPromFl:u social spaces.
T

Wik ~ 3

In La Plaine, we meb graudpareul:s Lliving in t
France coming to see their son and grandsel
: : ] 2

F

The Little boy, Low ow the
ground, noticed a small hole
assing through the middle of
he larger cement blocks,

L]

I — « )
The walls were becoming FLmJEkngs, new
intimate spaces, berritories with new meaning.

sitting rooms, were kaking Pl.ncc oubside,

New domestic spaces comnstructed
in the middle of a road. A
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.;-F-"'_w"

ab
8

his summer, [}

—

o e ‘-.--: = {:-(L ’ ! &/ ){ N

d been moved. Raimbows drawn in chalk were fading,
X -7 : O \

There were welcome signs thak the borders ralght be reopening kb

5

L ]
In hospitals, less people were dying, I

&

I Our bodies were getting stronger from all the cycling.

The geopolitical Landscape was continuing to change.
Sovereighty marked in chalk, wire, tape, branches and ’
>

concrete was reshaping collectives.

R
I felk tnfimiktely safer now thak the
borders stemez to be slowly softening.

e
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Endnotes: » ’
1. Luck and Privilzge: Prl'.vi.l.zﬂe lejs ouk in muLE;fle ways ith allowing us ke move arcuhd on our

bicycles's in this comntext, tncluding in terms o P{.ace of residence, age, abi.li.tj, class, race,
professiohal situation as well as natichal and cantonal confinement policies. Puring all our
weelkend touring & photography, we were ouly queskioned ohce bj mobile border patrols.

2. Schenqgen Area: The Schengen Area quarahtees free movement to persons legally present within
sighatory countries, including Switzerland (a hon-Eurcpean Unich country). Switzerland
‘kemporarily reintroduced border controls on the 14 May 2020 because of Coronavirus COVID-
19,

3. Fall, 2, 2, (2o20). Territory, sovereignty and entitlement: 'Dipl.omatu: discourses in the United
Na.tiows Securi.tj Council, Political ngrapl\j, %1, 1o220%,

4. Fall, 3. 3. (2010). Artificial states? On the enduring geographical myth of hatural borders.
Political Geography, 29(3), 140-147. ! J

Minca, C., Crampton, J.W. Bryan, 3. Fall, 3.3. Murphy, AB., Paasi, A. Elden, S. 2015 Reading

£

Stuark Elden's The Birth of Territory, Political Gesgraphy, 46 93-101
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These readings helped shape my thinking while putting this together:
Bleiker, R. (2019). “Visual autoethnography and international security: Insights ‘M the
DMZ”. European Journal of International Semari.t?. 4(3), 274-299. ¥
Dixow, D. (2018). Feminist G-eopoLi.l:i.cs: Material States. Farinham, Ashgo.(:e.' ¥
Powler, L. and 3. Sharp (2001). "A feminist gecpolitics?” Space and Fol 3):
Jackman, A., ek al. (2020). "Unearthing feminist territories and kerrains, ol
. A -+ “
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16

online. ; s
Mountz, A, and Hyndman, 3. (2006) "Feminist approaches to the g
Quarterly 34(1/2] 446-460. k

;S:;arp, 9. (2020), "Materials, forensics and feminist geopol
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