
Editing	
  Belvedere:
How	
  to	
  Find	
  Shakespeare	
  et	
  al.

in	
  an	
  Early	
  Modern	
  English	
  Commonplace	
  Book

Lukas	
  Erne
University	
  of	
  Geneva

Journée d’études
Les éditions critiques à l’ère numérique 





Cambridge   Works  of  
Ben  Jonson  Online  
(2014–present;;  
Subscription)  

print edition published
in  2012

online   edition with fully
searchable version  of  
the  annotated modern-­
spelling print text

complemented by  a  
large  array of  textual,  
contextual,   and  
archival materials

published by  
Cambridge   University
Press





Norton  Shakespeare  
Complete  Works,  3rd  
edition,   digital   edition
(2015–present;;  
Subscription)  

contains  

1)  the  texts,  introductions,  
glosses,  and  notes  of  the  
print  book
2)  additional   versions  of  
many   texts  for  
comparison
3)  audio  archive  with  
recordings  of  all  of  the  
songs  in  the  plays
4)  an  appendix   of  
documents,   maps,  
genealogies,  
bibliographies,   and  a  
timeline





The  Enfolded Hamlet   (2005–present;;   Open  Access)  

originally conceived as  a  complementary off-­shoot  of  the  New  Variorum  
Shakespeare   edition of  Hamlet

the  website offers an  electronic version  of  the  print edition,   The  Enfolded
Hamlet,   a concordance,   and  digitized transcriptions   of  promptbooks,   early
editions,   and  a  selection of  critical and   reference works

It  also offers variorum   commentary for  every line





Richard Brome  Online  
(2010–present;;   Open  
Access)  

Critical  editions of  
Brome's plays

Supplemented by  
additional critical
essays,  stage  
histories,  a  glossary,  
and  video footage of  
workshop  
performances

An  edition adapted for  
print is under contract
with Oxford  University
Press.  





Internet   Shakespeare   Editions   (1996–
present;;  Open  Access)  

Publishes critical editions of  
Shakespeare's works,  supplemented by  
contextual and  critical essays and  a  
database of  performance   materials.

Editions   include photo-­facsimiles   and  
transcriptions   of  early editions,   and  
supplementary materials in  various
media   formats.

Eight editions complete so far.



Digital   Editions  of  English  Renaissance   Literature…

• remain in  relatively short  supply

• are  often accompanied by  a  print publication

The  editorial community and  publishers have  shown…

• concern over  digital   obsolescence

• concern over  the  commercial   viability of  digital   editions

• conservatism in  their response to  the  new  medium  
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The chief aim of this research
project is to produce the first critical
edition of an important English text
from Shakespeare’s time:

Belvedere, or The Garden of the
Muses (1600).
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• an	
  octavo,	
  printed and	
  published in	
  
London	
  in	
  1600

• a commonplace book	
  with passages	
  
from recent or	
  contemporary poems and	
  
plays

• 4,482	
  quotations (includingat	
  least	
  237	
  
from Shakespeare)

• every quotation consists of	
  one	
  or	
  two
decasyllabic lines
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Edmund	
  Spenser,	
  
Amoretti,	
   Sonnet	
  65.6
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Aims of the critical edition of Belvedere:

1) fullest possible identification of its
content

2) to evaluate Belvedere’s importance for
the reception of the texts and authors it
contains (Shakespeare, Marlowe,
Spenser, etc.)

3) to situate the book in its literary contexts
(commonplace books, anthologies, etc.)

4) to illustrate the growing status of English
literature (includingdrama)

5) to illustrate the formation of an English
literary canon
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1) An	
  electronic	
  edition	
  will	
  
complement	
  the	
  book	
  
publication

2) A	
  searchable	
  database	
  of	
  
quotations	
  will	
  enable	
  users	
  
to	
  refine	
  their	
  queries	
  by	
  
author,	
  text,	
  genre,	
  year	
  of	
  
publication,	
  and	
  keyword
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