CORPVS CHRISTIANORVM

SERIES APOCRYPHORVM

20

Valentina CALZOLARI

APOCRYPHA ARMENIACA

Acta Pauli et Theclae — Prodigia Theclae — Martyrium Pauli

XLIV + 738 p.; 2 b/wll; 3 b/w tables; 155 x 245 mm; HB; ISBN 978-2-503-56986-4; € 395

This volume comprises an extensive study on the legend of Thecla in

the Armenian tradition, as well as a philological analysis of Armenian

sources on Thecla and on the Martyrdom of Paul compared to
parallel texts in other languages (Greek, Syriac, Latin, Coptic). In this volume,
the critical edition of Armenian texts is published in combination with a
thoroughly commented translation. In addition to a general introduction on
the Acts of Paul, the volume also contains an overview of the cycle of Paul
in Armenian, and of the history of the research on the field of the Armenian
Christian Apocryphal Literature.

‘ ) : T hen one attempts to piece together the itinerary by which saint
Thecla fully established her position in the religious environment
of ancient and medieval Armenia, literary and liturgical accounts

may be found spanning almost ten centuries, from the fifth to the fourteenth

century. To support this research, this monograph takes into consideration
the ties between Syriac and Armenian Christianity in the fifth century; the ancient Armenian
historiography; the correlation between ancient Byzantine and Armenian literature of the twelfth century;
and, finally, the diplomatic and religious relationships between Armenians and the Latin kingdoms of the
Occident in the fourteenth century. Still within the fifth century, at least three works written directly in
Armenian presuppose the legend of Thecla. In these writings the paradigms of holiness embodied by the
saint have influenced the representation of female figures associated with the origins of Armenian
Christianity. The milestones of this itinerary in place and time are indicators of the established importance
of the legend in the Armenian tradition. At the same time, they form interesting evidence regarding the
way legends and traditions spread through the Christian communities of Late Antiquity and the Middle
Ages.
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