




multidisciplinary

S ome of the research activities are 
carried out by institutes, centres and 
platforms which complement those 

of the Faculty of Medicine by bringing other 
perspectives in related or cross-cutting fields.

Institute of Social and Preventive Medicine (ISMP)

Geneva Tumour Registry

Institute of Legal Medicine – University Centre of Legal 
Medicine, Lausanne - Geneva (CURML)

Institute of Biomedical Ethics

Institute for Environmental Sciences

Geneva Institute of Genetics and Genomics

Institute of the History of Medicine and Health 

Institute of Primary Care Medicine 

The Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics

Institute for the Science of Movement and Sports 
Medicine (ISMMS)

Interfaculty Centre for Bioethics and the Humanities  
in Medicine 

Interfaculty Centre for Bioinformatics 

Interfaculty Centre for Gerontology (CIGEV)

Interfaculty Neuroscience Centre 

Geneva Centre for Education and Research in  
Humanitarian Action (CERAH)

Centre for Biomedical Imaging (CIBM)

Clinical Research Centre (CRC)

Swiss Centre for Applied Human Toxicology (SCAHT)



partner

Financial Support – Why ?
The University of Geneva Faculty of Medicine is committed to maintaining high 
scientific and academic standards so that researchers and students benefit from an 
optimal enabling environment.  Various philanthropic partners support the Faculty.  
By financing a Chair or a research project, or by making a gift, they support teaching 
and research and help to ensure the success of our institution. 

For every franc the State invests in research by the Faculty, a grant of one franc is 
given by private foundations or by the Swiss National Science Foundation.   
State support is mainly for salaries.  

The Medical Faculty creates more jobs funded by private sources than any other 
faculty in Geneva.  While interfaculty collaboration is a major contributor to research 
in Geneva, the scientific activities of the Faculty reach well beyond the city and Canton.  
Researchers are heavily involved in the Science-Vie-Société projects of the Lake Geneva 
region with the Universities of Geneva (UNIGE) and Lausanne (UNIL) and the Federal 
Polytechnic School of Lausanne (EPFL).  Several teams work with various national 
research communities (NCCR) as well as at the EU level.  There are close links with 
international organisations such as the World Health Organisation (WHO)
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neighbours I n the search for efficiency, the Geneva and Vaud (Lausanne) University hospitals  
(HUG and CHUV) have developed a cooperation plan which groups activities 
and lays out operational methods.  Community medicine is provided at all sites 

whereas the infrastructure and personnel required for highly specialised medicine 
is planned at the level of the Lake Geneva region, in the whole of the Swiss French-
speaking region and even at the national level.  The concentrations of activity 
follow criteria which include the quality of care and research, the availability of 
highly qualified personnel, a critical mass of illnesses and economic efficiency.   
For each medical discipline, the choice of academic and/or clinical activities for 
a particular site (or for two sites) is made in light of the level of specialisation 
needed, the cost of equipment, and the spread of the client population.

The University Hospitals Transplantation Network in the Swiss Romande 
demonstrates how cooperation on the establishment of data banks and common 
treatment protocols, for example, is indispensable in a medical sector where the 
major concern is the lack of donor organs.  The geographical distribution of trans-
plants is managed as follows: liver, pancreas-small intestine in Geneva, heart-
lungs in Lausanne and kidneys at both sites.  It should be noted that Geneva is the 
only place in Switzerland where liver transplantation for children is available.



neighbours
The Vaud-Geneva Association
The aim of the Association is to put into place reference centres (clinical and 
academic) to maximise the efficiency, distribution and costs of leading-edge 
medicine.  Amongst the many projects a wide variety of fields are covered such  
as rare diseases, paediatric heart surgery, neurosurgery, psychiatry of old age,  
and cochlear implants.

Medical Collaboration in the Swiss Romande
The Faculty of Medicine provides postgraduate theoretical education to specialists 
within all the clinical departments of the HUG.  Together the institutions have 
built links with medical structures in other Swiss cantons.  Many senior staff from 
non-university hospitals in the French- and Italian-speaking regions of the country 
hold the position of Titular Professor at the Faculty of Medicine and participate in 
undergraduate and postgraduate training.

Centre for Biomedical Imaging (CIBM)
Founded by 5 institutions in the Lake Geneva region (UNIGE, UNIL, EPFL, HUG and 
CHUV), the Centre houses the most sophisticated equipment in the field.  It is open 
to the entire regional scientific community and aims to increase synergies between 
the founding institutions through one structure and thus optimise technological, 
human and financial resources.  CIBM focuses on magnetic resonance imaging, phase 
contrast tomography, radioactive isotope functional imaging, three-dimensional 
electroencephalography, etc.  The approach is based on state-of-the art signal processing.



international & humanitarian

T he University of Geneva Faculty of Medicine is open to the world; it is  
one of the keys to its academic reputation.  Cooperation agreements have 
been signed with universities in many countries and numerous projects 

have been carried out.  Training specialists in medical faculties in developing 
countries has meant that the Faculty has become an agent for change while 
fully respecting its partners’ autonomy.  Through the International Cooperation 
Commission and the Humanitarian Affairs Commissions of the HUG, the Faculty 
promotes projects in both research and training.  There are activities in Arme-
nia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Cameroon, Eritrea, Lebanon, Lithuania, Mali, Morocco, 
Mongolia, Nepal, in the Indian Ocean, Romania, Rwanda and Vietnam.  Sixth-year 
students who have obtained the Certificate in Tropical Medicine and International 
Health are eligible for a two-month course in one of those countries.  Every two 
years, the Faculty collaborates with the Geneva Health Forum which attracts over 
a thousand participants from every continent.

cutting-edge research in many fields of fundamental medicine: (neurosciences, 
genetics, biomorphology, vaccinology, etc.) and in clinical medicine (infectious 
diseases, neurology, angio-haematology, etc.);

teaching of fundamental medicine, clinical medicine and public health with 
partners in developing countries;

new information and communication technologies in support of work with 
countries of the South (e-learning and telemedicine);

partnerships with international organisations such as the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
the International Federation of Red Cross Societies (IFRC).
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