
7 February 2018

Stéphane ARMAND, PhD
Laboratoire de Cinésiologie
Département de Chirurgie
Faculté de Médecine, Université de Genève
Hôpitaux Universitaire de Genève

How to fund your study?



Types of funding

Local

International

Public Private



Evaluate your need

• Equipment

• Human ressource

• Duration

• …



Choose appropriate grants

• Speak with colleagues

• Stay alert



http://www.snf.ch/en/funding/selection-
guide-for-funding-schemes/Pages/default.aspx



Read carefully the call



Try to have extra information

• Participate to information meeting

• Discuss with persons involved in the call

• Phone them for extra information that are not 
written in the call.



Evaluate your chance of success



Go / no Go

Success chance

Fit to the call

Deadline

Amount of work

Time available

Grant amountGrant restrictions



Go / no Go

Success chance

Fit to the call

Deadline

Amount of work

Time available

Grant amount

Grant restrictions



Let’s go!



Organise the writing…

• Draw up a calendar of action
• Repartition with colleagues…

if you are the leader, don’t wait too much from others

• Tools for sharing (google doc…)
• Don’t underestimate the time…
• Don’t forget all the required tasks

• Proposal
• CV
• Cover letter
• Budget
• Methodologist
• Letters (Anticipate !!!)



Write

• Read carrefully the litterature

• Choice the good orientation 

• Start with bullet points
• Context/justification

• Aims

• Outcomes

• Statistics

• Impact

must be consistent



Write

• Be clear

• Be aware of the scientific jargon

• The project must be feasable

• Don’t hide limitations / risks

• Spend time to create nice figure(s)



Reviewing

• Read your project (not at last minute!) 

• Ask colleagues

• Ask grant specialists (euresearch…)



Your CV

• Reassure the donator
• You have experience in the field

• You have already get grants and you manage to do the 
job 

• You are the best person/team to do this research



Budget

• Realistic….

• Don’t forget overhead (ask your institution)

• Don’t forget social charges (ask your institution)

• Explain costs



Cover Letter

• Must be convincing!

• Must be concise! 



Submit

• Deadline!

• Follow instructions carrefully (1 pdf…)

• Not at the last minute! 





Don’t be discouraged

• Most of the responses will be negative



Don’t be discouraged

• Play again….

More you play more chance you have to win

• Part of chance…



Cultivate



Thank you for your attention


