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tips to give an effective talk



how to avoid death by powerpoint : tips to give an effective talk

Start at your

audience's level

of knowledge.

Use the insights

and metaphors that helped you

understand your research area.

Then only, gradually increase the

complexity.

The audience needs

opportunities to pause

and digest, or to catch

up with that you have

said so far. Try to include transition

slides or intermediate conclusions.

Your title is the basis

on which people come

to your talk. Try to

keep your title short

(max. 10 words), broad (but not too

broad) and key message-oriented.



As a rule-of-thumb,

almost every slide you

see in any presentation

is too busy.



Memorize the first 3

sentences of your talk.

The stress is always

higher at the

beginning of a presentation. If the

opening of your presentation goes well,

it will boost your confidence and make

the rest of the speech easier.

When the talk is over,

do not think “I’m done.

Let me find chocolate!”

Instead, list what did

not work and what worked as soon as

possible or ask your friends to give you a

summary of your talk. Then improve

your slides, explanations or metaphors.

Learn from it for your next talk!
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