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Geneva, November 1st 2022 

  

Antiphospholipid Syndrome 

A NEW TEST FOR DETECTING THE 
ANTIBODIES RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THROMBOSES AND MISCARRIAGES 
 
The Geneva University Hospitals (HUG), the University of Geneva (UNIGE) and 
their spin-off Endotelix have created the best possible target molecule for the 
antibodies responsible for antiphospholipid syndrome. This discovery will 
enable a new screening test to be developed. This auto-immune syndrome 
leads to the thromboses responsible for strokes and heart attacks. It has a 
serious impact on pregnant women, and can cause the death of their foetuses. 
The limited reliability of the current screening tests means that diagnostics 
cannot be performed before the first clinical signs appear. The new approach 
on the part of the HUGs and Endotelix increases the likelihood of the 
syndrome being detected from 40% to 85%, and finally opens up the door to 
screening. You can find out more in Research and Practice in Thrombosis and 
Haemostasis. 

 
Antiphospholipid syndrome (APS) is an auto-immune disease that can cause 
miscarriages or the death of the foetus. Antibodies turn against certain proteins 
(phospholipids, fatty substances that are essential for the organism’s survival) 
located on the surface of cells or circulating in the blood.  These antibodies are called 
antiphospholipids.  
 
While one study1 estimates that the antiphospholipids are responsible for an APS in 
50 to 100 people out of 100 000, experts put the prevalence at 1 to 5% of the global 
population. For every man affected, four women are affected. This auto-immunity 
creates clots that are responsible for thromboses and can disrupt the pregnancy. At 
least 15% of recurring miscarriages are due to a case of APS. APS is now 
recognised as the most easily avoidable cause of miscarriages2.  
 
“This syndrome is also very problematic prior to the pregnancy for women who 
desire a contraception. The cocktail of the APS and the hormonal pill causes 
infertility in 90% of cases within ten years,” warns François Mach, head doctor at the 
HUGs’ Cardiology Department, professor in the Department of Medicine at the 
UNIGE’s Medicine Faculty and co-author of the study.    
 

                                                      
1 Dabit and colleagues. Curr Rheumatol Rep. 2021; 23(12): 85. DOI: 10.1007/s11926-021-01038-2 
2 Cervera R, et al. Ann Rheum Dis 2015;74:1011–1018. doi:10.1136/annrheumdis-2013-204838 

 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/rth2.12828
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/rth2.12828
https://doi.org/10.1007%2Fs11926-021-01038-2
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While indirect treatments exist (chronic taking of anticoagulants), a reliable 
screening test would take effect before any dramatic consequences occur.  
 
A quick and reliable test  
The current tests have only 40% sensibility for antiphospholipids, “which amounts to 
a coin-toss”, notes Karim Brandt, a former member of the scientific staff at the 
UNIGE’s Medicine Faculty and Director of Science at Endotelix, who is responsible 
for the study.  “That’s why the tests currently need to be correlated with clinical facts 
in order for an accurate diagnosis of APS to be made,” he adds. It’s a problematic 
situation given the seriousness of the clinical symptoms.  
 
His team managed to develop a new test that is a hundred times finer, making the 
sensibility rise to 85%. This level of sensibility is sufficient to be able to offer a rapid 
test, like the antigen tests for COVID-19. It is mainly aimed at screening for women 
wanting a pregnancy or hormonal contraception, and will make it possible to 
prescribe treatments or appropriate care paths. 
 
Finding the best target 
We still don’t have a good understanding of the origins of APS, aside from knowing 
that, for unknown reasons, antiphospholipids are present in the blood. 
Immunologists also know one of its targets: a circulating glycoprotein known as 
Beta2GP1.  
 
The strategy used by Karim Brandt’s team to develop this diagnostic test was to 
identify, as specifically as possible, the region of the Beta2GP1 that is targeted by 
the antiphospholipids. Their idea was to imitate the properties of this region by 
creating a fictitious molecule that was as similar as possible to the antiphospholipids, 
i.e. the quest for the perfect target for these antibodies. 
 
His team set about analysing 600 molecules (peptides with different sequences of 
amino acides) showing similarities with the region of the Beta-2GP1 in the presence 
of antiphospholipids stemming from male and female patients. A molecule with sixty 
times more affinity for antiphospholipids than the target region of the Beta-2GP1 was 
thus found.  
 
A synthetic antibody directed against the Beta-2GP1 was then created in the 
laboratory, thanks to this molecule. Allied to the ELISA biochemical analysis 
technique, it allows for a quantitative dosage and a very useful standardization of 
measures, synonymous with a high degree of reliability.  
 
A study that will be of use for treatments 
A test for research is already available and a clinical study in humans is in progress. 
If it succeeds, the expectation is that it will be put on the market in the near future. 
A rapid screening kit is currently being designed, moreover, with the partners at the 
National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) in Lyon.  “Since the sequence of 
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amino acids has a high capacity for interaction with antiphospholipids, it could also 
serve as a direct inhibitor via monthly or bimonthly injections in the guise of 
treatment,” Karim Brandt concludes. 
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Les HUG : soins, enseignement et recherche de pointe 
Les Hôpitaux universitaires de Genève (HUG) rassemblent huit hôpitaux publics et deux cliniques. Leurs missions sont 
de prodiguer les soins à la communauté dans toutes les spécialités médicales, de contribuer à former les médecins et 
professionnel∙les de la santé et d’effectuer des recherches médicales et soignantes. Les HUG sont centre national de 
référence pour l’influenza et les infections virales émergentes, ainsi que pour les maladies du foie de l’enfant et la 
transplantation hépatique pédiatrique. Ils sont centre collaborateur de l’OMS dans cinq domaines. En 2020, avec leurs 
13'557 collaborateurs∙trices, les HUG ont accueilli 56'761 cas hospitaliers, assuré 190’825 entrées aux urgences, 
1'074'645 de prises en charge ambulatoires, 22'409 interventions chirurgicales et 4’020 naissances. 1’093 médecins 
internes et chef∙fes de clinique, 2'760 stagiaires et 200 apprenti∙es y effectuent leur formation. Les HUG collaborent 
étroitement avec la Faculté de médecine de l’Université de Genève, l’OMS, le CHUV, l’EPFL, le CERN et d’autres acteurs 
de la Health Valley lémanique à différents projets de formation et de recherche. Le budget annuel des HUG est de 2.14 
milliards de francs.  
Plus de renseignements sur : 

 les HUG : www.hug.ch — presse-hug@hcuge.ch 

 Rapport d’activité, chiffres-clés et plan stratégique : https://panorama.hug.ch/ et publications-hug 

 

https://www.hug-ge.ch/inscrivez-vous-notre-liste-diffusion
https://www.instagram.com/hug_ge/
https://www.facebook.com/hopitaux.universitaires.geneve
https://twitter.com/Hopitaux_unige
http://www.youtube.com/user/KIOSKVIDEOHUG
https://ch.linkedin.com/company/hopitaux-universitaires-de-geneve?trk=ppro_cprof
http://www.hug.ch/
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