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Why gender matters in medicine?



Gender bias among medical students



Gender bias among medical students



Gender stereotypes?
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Multi-level strategy

1. Broad and local (bio)medical culture

2. Local regulations

3. Support of key persons in the School 

4. Teachers,  courses 5. Students



A student’s initiative





A gender sensitive smoking cessation 

intervention (RCT)

• DISCGO study (DIabetes and Smoking Cessation: a Gender-Oriented study)

• Objectives: 

1. Define beliefs and needs of smoking cessation among smokers with 

diabetes

2. Assess the efficacy (RCT) of a smoking cessation intervention

3. Measure the metabolic consequences of smoking



Research projects

• ECOS project:  examination of clinical skills with 

simulated patients among 5th year MD students

• Master’s project (I Rrustemi): measure of the 

gender sensitivity of medical students

• Master’s project (L Schilter): assessment of 

gender bias in the management of pain among 

residents in emergency.

• MD thesis (L De Alencastro): clinical reasoning 

and gender bias (appendicitis and pharyngitis) 

among general internists  in the US and in 

Switzerland. 
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