UNIVERSITE
DE GENEVE

Call for projects - Open Research Data

In line with the National Strategy dedicated to Open Science and Open Research Data (ORD),

the University of Geneva's Open Science Charter, the Institutional Policy on Research Data
Management and the 2025-2028 Digital Strategy, UNIGE aims to support and encourage its
researchers in adopting and implementing best practices in Research Data Management and
and Open Research Data (RDM and ORD). This effort involves developing sustainable skills and
resources to apply the FAIR principles, disseminate and promote data and research outputs,
manage rights and accessibility and comply with relevant standards. To support researchersin
this often time- and resource-intensive process, the institution is opening a special dedicated
incentive fund for the 2025-2026 period. This fund is designed to support the launch of ORD-
related initiatives. The term ‘data’ refers to research material or "factual records (numerical
scores, textual records, images and sounds) used as primary sources for scientific research,
and that are commonly accepted in the scientific community as necessary to validate research
findings”", regardless of the discipline (see the dedicated institutional page for more details).

Eligible initiatives

1. Projects

A budget of CHF 40,000.00 has been allocated to fund a variety of projects aimed at
strengthening skills and resources within faculties and interfaculty centres in the areas of

Research Data Management (RDM) and Open Research Data (ORD). These projects should
promote the adoption of FAIR principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable) and
to encourage the opening and sharing of data. They may also focus on optimising data
collection, processing, analysis, storage, archiving, sharing or reuse. The objective is to
implement concrete and innovative solutions tailored to the specific needs of research
activities and disciplines, grounded in the stages of the data life cycle. Projects may be
developed with the support of the team of librarians specialising in research data
management, who provide guidance on all related tropics (see the institutional website
Researchdata). For technical and IT-related issues, the Information and Communication
Systems Division (DiSTIC) is also available for consultation (eresearch@unige.ch. They offer
advice on technological options and on existing platforms for managing and opening
research data.

" Définition proposée par TOCDE dans son rapport « Principes et lignes directrices pour 'accés aux
données de la recherche financée sur fonds publics de 2007 »
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https://www.swissuniversities.ch/en/topics/open-science/open-research-data/national-strategy
https://www.unige.ch/openscience/application/files/3816/1193/1158/CharteOpenScience-105x210-2021-EN.pdf
https://www.unige.ch/researchdata/en/presentation/policies/
https://www.unige.ch/researchdata/en/presentation/policies/
https://www.unige.ch/universite/politique-generale/strategie-numerique
https://www.unige.ch/researchdata/en/home/
https://www.unige.ch/researchdata/en/share/fair/
https://www.unige.ch/researchdata/files/6716/2270/4723/Datalifecycle-v2-EN.png
https://www.unige.ch/researchdata/en/home/
mailto:eresearch@unige.ch

Projects may encourage (non-exhaustive list):

‘Data
responsible for

The integration of Stewards’
(individuals ensuring
compliance with FAIR principles, proper data
documentation, data cleaning, writing readme
files, verifying data compliance, ensuring data
etc.). Data Stewards can be
established at various organisational levels,

visibility,

such as faculties, sections, departments, or

teams. Entry-level candidates
in exploring these topics are

welcome to apply and may benefit from the

research
interested

incentive fund;

The integration of ‘Data Curators’ (individuals
responsible for curating metadata and/or
datasets for a project/team). Data Curators can
be established at various organisational levels,
including sections, departments or research
teams. Beginners interested in exploring these
topics are welcome to apply and may benefit
from the incentive fund;

The development of new platforms or the
integration with
facilitate
dissemination and open access to data that

existing institutional

systems to communication,

was previously restricted or difficult to access;

The implementation of open source
tools to partially or fully replace
proprietary software used, in research or
teaching (e.g., replacing an electronic
laboratory notebook, a
information management system, or a
numerical calculation tool with existing

scientific libraries in Python or R);

laboratory

Exploring practices aimed at
standardising metadata writing within a
discipline and/or developing databases
that ensure high levels of interoperability
(essential for the correct application of

FAIR principles);

Other project.

All projects must be described in detail in the submission form.

To support multiples initiatives, the recommended budget per project is between CHF

5,000.00-10,000.00. However, proposals with lower or higher costs may also be considered.


https://formulaire.unige.ch/outils/limesurvey3/index.php/376185?lang=en

2. Event organisation

A budget of CHF 10,000.00 is reserved for the organisation of events held at UNIGE. These

events may consist of:

Training activities focused on Open Science
and ORD for researchers, designed on
building competencies among researchers
especially at the early stage of their careers
(e.g. CUSO Days, study days, one-off training
sessions, thematic conferences on resources
specific to a discipline, etc.);

Events aimed at raising awareness among

researchers (e.g. workshops, meetings,

networking sessions, etc.);

Training sessions on instruments, tools and
platforms dedicated to Open Science and
ORD (e.g. open
environments, data repositories, etc.);

scientific collaboration

Participation in national and
international initiatives related to ORD

(e.g. Love Data Week, International

Digital Curation Conference, Swiss
Research Data Day, etc.);
Communication events aimed at

promoting services dedicated to Open
Science and ORD within a specific field
of study (e.g. how to make research data
more visible using institutional and
discipline-specific resources, etc.).

Proposed events may build on existing UNIGE training courses in Research Data
Management and Open Research Data, adapting them to the needs of a specific field or

discipline.

All projects must be clearly and thoroughly described in the submission form.

Eligible expenses (travel, accommodation and meals) must comply with the guidelines

outlined in the Memento (Ref. 0083).


https://www.unige.ch/biblio/en/training/rendez-vous-info-scientifique/research-data/
https://formulaire.unige.ch/outils/limesurvey3/index.php/376185?lang=en
https://memento.unige.ch/doc/0083

3. Certified training programms

To support the enrichment of professional knowledge, skill development and the
diversification of researchers’ profiles, a dedicated budget of CHF 10,000.00 has been
allocated to cover partial or full enrolment in certified data management training programmes,
such as CAS or MAS.

Examples of relevant training programmes available in Switzerland:

Certificate of Advanced Studies in Data Stewardship - Recommended
University of Lausanne
Information

CAS-MAS in Archival, Library, and Information Science (CAS-MAS ALIS)
University of Bern & University of Lausanne
Information

CAS Data Science & Management
HEC Lausanne & EPFL
Information

Certificate of Advanced Studies in Applied Data Science
University of Bern
Information

Certificate of Advanced Studies Datenmanagement und
Informationstechnologien

University of Zurich

Information

The choice of training program must be justified in detail in the submission form.


https://unil.ch/swissds-env/en/
https://www.archivwissenschaft.unibe.ch/cas___mas_alis/plan_d_tudes/index_fra.html
https://execed.unil.ch/formation-continue/certificat-data/
https://www.unibe.ch/continuing_education_programs/cas_in_applied_data_science/index_eng.html
https://www.unibe.ch/continuing_education_programs/cas_in_applied_data_science/index_eng.html
https://www.biw.uzh.ch/de/casdmit.html
https://formulaire.unige.ch/outils/limesurvey3/index.php/376185?lang=en

Assessment criteria

The ORD call for projects at the University of Geneva is open to faculty and interfaculty initiatives,
whether disciplinary or transdisciplinary. Projects must be submitted by faculty members holding
permanent positions or able to ensure continuity beyond the initial phase. The goal is to
strengthen the institution's long-term capacities and infrastructure in ORD.

e Submitted projects must aim to develop skills and/or resources within faculties or inter-
faculty centres in the field of Research Data Management and Open Research Data;

e Actions undertaken must demonstrate sustainability, either through lasting impact or
continued implementation;

e Interdisciplinary and interfaculty projects are strongly encouraged.

All applications must be submitted using the attached forms before 1 October 2025:

e Submission form

e Financial form (select the tab corresponding to the type of project)

The Limesurvey form will be automatically submitted upon clicking on ‘envoyer at the end of
the questionnaire. Completed financial forms should be sent to researchdata-info@unige.ch.

Proposals will be evaluated in two stages:

e Aninitial review of proposals will be conducted by the Data Stewardship Project Steering
Committee (October 2025);

e Finaldecisions will be made by the Open Science Committee (November 2025).

Applicants will be informed of the results in November 2025. Please note that the selection is
final and not subject to appeal.

Selected projects may begin no earlier than 1 December 2025 and must be completed by 31
December 2026. At the conclusion of the project, a brief financial and scientific report
summarising the main outcomes will be required.

This call for proposals is part of the Data Stewardship @ UNIGE project, supported by the Open
Science programme of swissuniversities.

Project manager: Noémi Duperron (noemi.duperron@unige.ch)

For general inquiries about this call: researchdata-info@unige.ch

For technical/ IT-related issues: eresearch@unige.ch


https://formulaire.unige.ch/outils/limesurvey3/index.php/376185?lang=en
https://www.unige.ch/researchdata/index.php/download_file/408/
mailto:researchdata-info@unige.ch
mailto:researchdata-info@unige.ch
mailto:eresearch@unige.ch

