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PIERRE PÉNET 
University of Geneva 

Paul Bairoch Institute of Economic History 
40, Boulevard du Pont d’Arve, 1205 Genève 

pierre.penet@unige.ch 

 
EDUCATION 
09-2008/11-2014  Joint Ph.D. in Sociology (with distinction), Northwestern University/SciencesPo 

Paris 
Defense date: November 24, 2014 
Dissertation advisors: Bruce Carruthers (Northwestern University) and Louis 
Chauvel (SciencesPo Paris) 
Dissertation title: “Calculating and Governing Risk in Times of Crisis: The Role of 
Credit Ratings in Regulatory Reasoning and Legal Change (1930s - 2010s)” 
Dissertation Committee: Bruce Carruthers, Wendy Espeland, Michael Loriaux 
(Northwestern University), Louis Chauvel, Olivier Borraz (SciencesPo Paris) 
Grégoire Mallard (IHEID)  
Dissertation reviews: Pierre-Antoine Dessaux, 2016, Entreprises et Histoire, 3 (84), 
pp. 162-63. Andreas Kruck, 2016: http://dissertationreviews.org/archives/13258 

09-2006/09-2008  M.A. in Sociology, SciencesPo Paris   
09-2002/06-2006 B.A. in Sociology, Political Sciences Institute of Rennes (IEP Rennes) 
09-2001/06-2002 D.E.U.G History (1st year), University Lille III 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
09-2019/03-2020 Residency at the Institute of Advanced Studies (IAS), Chaire Jean d’Alembert Paris-

Saclay, Paris 
01-2016/08-2019 Scientific collaborator (postdoctoral fellow, 100%) in the SNF project 

SOVDEBTDIPLO “Sovereign Debt Diplomacies. Comparing International Regimes 
of Sovereign Debt Dispute since 1945” hosted at the University of Geneva, Paul 
Bairoch Institute of Economic History (project #162772) 

08-2014/08-2015 Marie Curie postdoctoral fellow in the Macroeconomics and Financial History 
“MACROHIST” network (EU Commission, Marie Curie Initial Training Action) 
hosted at the IHEID, Department of International History. Supervisor: Marc 
Flandreau 

09-2012/06-2014 Lecturer, Northwestern University, Department of International Studies  
Spring 2011 Lecturer, SciencesPo Paris, Department of Sociology  
Spring 2009 Teaching assistant, SciencesPo Paris, Department of Sociology 
09-2008/05-2009 Research assistant for EDUC-ELITES, a SciencesPo Paris-based research group on 

the reproduction of elites within the French education system 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS1 
 
PUBLICATIONS IN PEER-REVIEWED SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS 
PIERRE PÉNET. “Rhetorical Metrics: Building Securities Regulation in America’s Era of Booms and Busts, 

1890-1940,” European Journal of Sociology. Accepted: forthcoming in 2019.  
 -This paper identifies rhetorical factors in decisions to incorporate statistical models and 

resources in Interwar US financial regulation. This study shows that statistical resources have 
technical and political meanings in regulation. Today, regulatory models of quantification 
continue to have rhetorical value, beyond any consideration of efficacy. For the students of 
regulation and quantification, the conclusion is that the interactional context of science and 

                                                           
1 Abstracts are provided for publications since 2015. Click on the hyperlink to access the publication. 

mailto:pierre.penet@unige.ch
https://www.dropbox.com/s/asrfzyjnjve5hxv/Dessaux_2016_Compte_rendu_th%C3%A8se.pdf?dl=0
http://dissertationreviews.org/archives/13258
https://www.dropbox.com/s/g5tg5xr21o12uel/2018_P%C3%A9net_Rhetorical_Metrics_EJS_BON.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/g5tg5xr21o12uel/2018_P%C3%A9net_Rhetorical_Metrics_EJS_BON.pdf?dl=0
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regulation is key to analyzing regulatory outcomes and understanding how regulation embeds 
markets into society. 

PIERRE PÉNET. 2019. « Les prophètes de la finance : contester et refaire l’époque », Tracés: Revue de 
Sciences Humaines, 36. Accepted: forthcoming in 2019.   

 -Ce travail interroge la notion de prophétisme financier d’un point de vue sociologique. Le cas 
empirique retenu est celui de la crise de 2008. Trois enjeux sont traités. Premièrement, le 
prophétisme est analysé comme une représentation minoritaire et contestataire de l’époque qui 
contraste avec le rapport au temps optimiste des prévisionnistes établis. Ces deux pôles 
prophétique et prévisionniste traduisent des éléments de différenciation sociale entre experts et 
des enjeux de pouvoir liés à la « bonne » représentation du temps et de l’époque. Ensuite, cette 
étude suggère que les crises génèrent des faits confirmatifs qui peuvent sembler confirmer tout 
ou partie du discours prophétique. De ce point de vue, les prophéties ne sont pas toujours 
condamnées à être désavouées par la réalité car elles peuvent trouver dans les crises un puissant 
mécanisme de félicité. Plusieurs analogies avec l’eschatologie religieuse sont proposées en 
mobilisant les travaux de Max Weber ainsi que les récentes études sociohistoriques du 
prophétisme biblique. Enfin, cet article envisage les modalités d’institutionnalisation des 
prophéties pour comprendre leur rôle éventuel dans la réforme des pratiques financières. 

PIERRE PÉNET. 2018. “The IMF failure that wasn’t: Risk ignorance during the European debt crisis,” 
British Journal of Sociology, 69 (4), pp. 1031-1055.  

 -This paper examines what went wrong in the IMF lending program for Greece. Drawing on 
policy documents, I showed that IMF experts had significant doubts that austerity policies 
would solve Greek financial woes but were ultimately prevented from voicing their concerns 
because of external pressures from European states to secure IMF funds in order to bailout 
European banks. This empirical finding demonstrates the value of the frame of strategic 
ignorance to understand the production of international expertise. 

PIERRE PÉNET and GRÉGOIRE MALLARD. 2014. “From Risk Models to Loan Contracts: Austerity as the 
Continuation of Calculation by Other Means,” Journal of Critical Globalisation Studies, 7, pp. 
4-47.  

PIERRE PÉNET and KANGSAN LEE. 2014. “Prize & Price: The Turner Prize as a Valuation Device in the 
Contemporary Art Market,” Poetics, 43, pp. 149-171. 

 
BOOK CONTRIBUTIONS 
PIERRE PÉNET, JUAN FLORES et CHRISTIAN SUTER. “The revenge of defaulters: Interstate negotiations 

and debt repudiations in the post-War financial order, 1940-65.” Accepted for inclusion in 
Sovereign debt diplomacies: Rethinking sovereign debt from colonial empires to hegemony, Eds. 
Juan Flores et Pierre Pénet. 

 -This chapter examines important departures in the way creditors and debtors settled debt 
disputes in the turmoil of the postwar years (1945-65). Postwar settlements of debt disputes 
represented an enormous task not only because of the sheer amount of debt in default but also 
because old methods of creditor interest representation had lost most of their significance. 
Drawing on archival data collected on several high-profile cases of debt restructuring, we revisit 
the meaning of sovereign debt disputes in the age of interstate conciliation. First, we show that 
debt acquired a broader public and diplomatic meaning as states became the main enforcers of 
private debt contracts. Second, we argue that private creditors greatly benefited from the active 
role of their states but problems also arose, notably in relation to equality of treatment between 
creditors. This problem explains why investors began to contemplate alternative, legal, methods 
of enforcement. Third, we show that such attempts to elevate debt disputes to international legal 
forums in the 1950s failed but foreshadow the 1990s rise of legal remedies in sovereign debt 
disputes. 

OLUFUNMILAYO AREWA, LUCIO BACCARO, GOPALAN BALACHANDRAN, TIM BÜTHE, GRÉGOIRE 
MALLARD, ANDREA NIGHTINGALE, PIERRE PÉNET, DOMINIQUE PESTRE and ANTHEA ROBERTS. 
2018. “Governing Capital, Labor and Nature in a Changing World,” Pp. 491-522 in Report of 
International Panel on Social Progress, Cambridge University Press.  

 -This report integrates the collaborative insights of nine scholars (including me) on the current 
state of transnational governance in the financial, labor and environment sectors. My 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/zerf2c4oqhpgs9g/2019_P%C3%A9net_Trac%C3%A9s_%C3%A9preuves.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/06pyzergym37alg/2018-Penet-The_British_Journal_of_Sociology_Ignorance.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gaxj3msibb9htg4/2014_P%C3%A9net_Mallard_From_Risk_Models_to_Loan_Contracts_JCGS.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gaxj3msibb9htg4/2014_P%C3%A9net_Mallard_From_Risk_Models_to_Loan_Contracts_JCGS.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uykq5bgzeqndetz/2014_P%C3%A9net_Prize_%26_Price_Poetics.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/uykq5bgzeqndetz/2014_P%C3%A9net_Prize_%26_Price_Poetics.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/okx2ok5d56xaddq/2019_Flores_P%C3%A9net_Suter_Revenge_of_defaulters.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/okx2ok5d56xaddq/2019_Flores_P%C3%A9net_Suter_Revenge_of_defaulters.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9entegolw3n8k1y/2018_P%C3%A9net_et_al_IPSP.pdf?dl=0
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contribution is related to financial regulation. I describe the current predicament of financial 
regulation and suggest avenues for reform.  

PIERRE PÉNET. 2016. “Credit Rating,” Pp. 235-239 in Sage Encyclopedia of Corporate Reputation, edited 
by Craig E. Carroll, Sage Publications. 

 -This short entry provides a summary of the role of credit ratings in financial markets and 
international regulatory frameworks.  

PIERRE PÉNET. 2015. “Rating Reports as Figuring Devices: How Credit Rating Agencies Build Scenarios 
of the Future,” Pp. 62-88 in Making Things Valuable, edited by Martin Kornberger, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.  

 -This chapter opens the “black box” of sovereign ratings to understand how credit rating 
agencies appraise the creditworthiness of states. I focus on rating changes during times of crisis. 
With the notion of “figuring,” I show that rating agencies construct the reality that they 
supposedly measure. Rating agencies “figure out” and confer meaning upon the financial 
uncertainties they are tasked with predicting. This study contributes to the literature on the 
social construction of financial markets.   

PIERRE PÉNET. 2015. “Inside the Shark Tank: Prizing Contemporary Art,” Pp. 492-505 in Art in the 
Periphery of the Center, edited by Christophe Behnke, Cornelia Kastelan, Valérie Knoll, and Ulf 
Wuggenig, New York and Berlin: Sternberg Press. 

 -This chapter deals with the impact of art prizes on price formation in the contemporary art 
market. Although I am no longer directly engaged in this field of research, my prior work on the 
art world helped me better understand the role of reputational actors in finance (e.g. credit 
rating agencies). The central role of reputational intermediaries and the problematic reality of 
market bubbles are two things that art markets and financial markets have in common. 

MALLARD, GRÉGOIRE and PIERRE PÉNET. 2013. “Seeing Like a Credit Rating Agency: The constitution of 
Financial Uncertainties during the Greek Sovereign Debt Crisis.” Pp. 164-174 in Financial Crises: 
Identification, Forecasting and Effects on Transition Economies, edited by Cooper Hawthorne. 
New York: Nova Publishers. 

 
BOOK REVIEWS 
PIERRE PÉNET. 2018. Book review in La vie des idées: Toussaint, Éric. 2017. Le système dette. Paris : Les 

Liens qui Libèrent. April 4, 2018.  
PIERRE PÉNET. 2018. Book review in La Vie des Idées: Campbell, John and John Hall. 2017. The Paradox 

of Vulnerability. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. February 1st, 2018. 
PIERRE PÉNET. 2016. “France and the neoliberal debt regime,” Book review in European Journal of 

Sociology, 57(3), 530-535: Lemoine, Benjamin. 2016. L’ordre de la dette: Enquête sur les 
infortunes de l’État et la prospérité du marché. Paris: La Découverte.  

PIERRE PÉNET. 2015. Book Review in Sociologie du travail, 57, pp. 369–406: GRENFELL, MICHAEL and 
FRÉDÉRIC LEBARON. (eds). 2014. Bourdieu and Data Analysis, Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
PIERRE PÉNET. 2018. “Rethinking Odious Debt,” Books & Ideas, 19 mars, http://www.booksandideas. 
net/Rethinking-Odious-Debt.html  

-This essay suggests that the legal doctrine of odious debt needs a restatement to stay relevant in 
the face of important changes affecting sovereign debt. Today, a major issue affecting creditor-
debtor relations in the sovereign sector is the predicament of over-lending. Examples abound of 
reckless creditors pressuring vulnerable states to borrow for projects they do not need and at 
conditions they do not fully understand. Yet, this problem remains largely unaccounted for in 
international law and in the odious debt doctrine in particular. The future of odious debt 
depends upon a collective endeavour to make the legal doctrine more sensitive to issues of 
predatory lending. This essay offers insights into the benefits that such efforts may yield on 
states and their creditors. 

PIERRE PÉNET. 2016. « La notation financière a-t-elle toujours raison ? », Sciences Humaines, Janvier 
2016, pp. 36-38.  

-This short entry addresses several important challenges currently affecting the production of 
credit ratings.  

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/82c70ewizjjbmx3/2016_P%C3%A9net_Credit_Ratings.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/b70iscon4ko4ns5/2015_P%C3%A9net_Rating_Reports_as_Figuring_Documents.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/b70iscon4ko4ns5/2015_P%C3%A9net_Rating_Reports_as_Figuring_Documents.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/13k82as7qgwcof4/2015_P%C3%A9net_Inside_the_Shark_Tank_Prizing_Contemporary_Art.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8u3hdw8oh7i4ziy/2013_Mallard_P%C3%A9net_Seeing_Like_a_Credit_Rating_Agency.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8u3hdw8oh7i4ziy/2013_Mallard_P%C3%A9net_Seeing_Like_a_Credit_Rating_Agency.pdf?dl=0
https://laviedesidees.fr/La-dette-odieuse.html
http://www.laviedesidees.fr/La-force-des-petits-Etats.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zjgm2hlo9ugz1x2/2016_P%C3%A9net_France_and_the_Neoliberal_Regime.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/vxpv61mv9xywkqu/2015_P%C3%A9net_Bourdieu_and_Data_Analysis.pdf?dl=0
https://www.cairn.info/magazine-sciences-humaines-2016-2-page-24.htm
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WORK UNDER REVIEW  
FLORES, JUAN and PIERRE PÉNET. “Sovereign debt diplomacies: Rethinking sovereign debt from colonial 

empires to hegemony,” book manuscript submitted for evaluation.  
-This volume aims to revisit the meaning of sovereign debt in relation to colonial history and 
neo-colonial developments. How, to what extent, and under what conditions sovereign debt 
should be repaid are critical questions which resurface after every major debt crisis. This 
research gathers leading scholars from the four disciplines of economic history, sociology, law, 
and political science. This volume is the first scholarly attempt to craft an interdisciplinary 
perspective on sovereign debt informed by colonial history and postcolonial critic.  

PIERRE PÉNET. « ‘Marginalia’ : l’objet empirique et ses potentialités heuristiques pour la sociohistoire », 
article submitted to Genèses. 

 -Cet article interroge la signification des marginalia, ces annotations qui figurent en marge des 
sources archivistiques léguées par les organisations et les administrations. Son premier objectif 
est de livrer une méthode de travail permettant au chercheur de collecter et d’interpréter ces 
traces empiriques. Le second objectif est de montrer comment les marginalia peuvent faire 
avancer deux chantiers complémentaires en sociohistoire de l’action publique : les processus 
d’étatisation et la sociogenèse des catégories d’action publique. L’émergence de la notation du 
crédit comme instrument d’action publique durant le New Deal sert d’illustration au propos. 

 
TRANSLATIONS 
Translation from English to French: BRUCE CARRUTHERS and BARRY COHEN. 2010. « Noter le crédit : 

classification et cognition aux États-Unis », Genèses, 79 (2), pp. 48-73. 
 
 
APPROVED RESEARCH PROJECTS 
09-2019/03-2020 Project on FINANCIAL PROPHETS at the Paris Institute of Advanced Studies (IAS). 

The objective of this residency of the Paris IAS is to foster interdisciplinary 
collaboration between scholars working in the sociology of finance and historians of 
religion. The project’s main outcome will be the organization of an international 
conference on financial prophetism. 

01-2016/08-2019  Swiss project SOVDEBTDIPLO (Sovereign Debt Diplomacies) coordinated with 
Juan Flores at the University of Geneva and funded by the Swiss National Science 
Foundation (projet #162772). For this project we have recruited a PhD student and 
organized several conference events: a panel at the annual meetings of the Law and 
Society Association (2017) and an international conference in Geneva with 20+ 
scholars (2018). This projet’s main outcome is the publication of an edited volume.  

01-2016-- International projet DEBTCON (Interdisciplinary Sovereign Debt Research and 
Management Conference) organized from the US by Mitu Gulati (Duke University) 
and Anna Gelpern (Georgetown) and from Geneva by Grégoire Mallard (IHEID), 
Juan Flores and myself (University of Geneva). This network gathers sovereign debt 
scholars from the disciplines of law, economics, history and sociology as well as 
practitioners from the world of finance and international organizations.  

09-2015/09-2017 Participation in the activities of IPSP (International Panel on Social Progress – 
Princeton University and Collège d’études mondiales, Paris), an international 
network of scholars on global governance. This project has led to the publication of 
three Cambridge University Press volumes on the international trade, environmental 
and financial regulation. I contributed to the writing of the chapter on economic 
governance with, among others, Dominique Pestre (EHESS) and Grégoire Mallard 
(IHEID Genève). 

08-2014/08-2015 Organization of MACROHIST (Macroeconomics and Financial History), a 
European project on economic history based at the IHEID Geneva and gathering a 
dozen scholars and fifteen PhD students from six European universities: Humboldt 
University (Berlin), London School of Economics, Oxford University, IEP Paris, 
Universidad Carlos III (Madrid) and Université Libre de Bruxelles. Network 
activities (conferences, student training seminars and research dissemination) were 
coordinated by Marc Flandreau and myself.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ln6ancatzb0mm7x/2018_P%C3%A9net_Flores_SOVDEBTDIPLO_vol_intro_june_29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ln6ancatzb0mm7x/2018_P%C3%A9net_Flores_SOVDEBTDIPLO_vol_intro_june_29.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5705i8ux60evoyq/2018_P%C3%A9net_Marginalia.pdf?dl=0
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09-2007/06-2008 Contribution to the empirical survey of Éduc-Elites (IEP Paris) on the academic 
training of French elites (with Agnès Van Zanten and Annabelle Allouch). 

 
 
PRIZES, AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS 
05-2019 2018 “Young Talent Award,” Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences – 

10’000 CHF 
For: “The IMF failure that wasn’t. Risk ignorance during the European debt 
crisis,” article published in the British Journal of Sociology.  

03-2018 Swiss National Science Foundation, conference for the preparation of an edited 
volume (10’000 CHF) 

 For: “Sovereign debt in post- and neo-colonial developments,” edited book 
project with contributions with contributions from scholars in Law, History, 
Sociology and Political Science, with Juan Flores  

02-2018 Société académique de Genève, conference organization grant (1’780 CHF).  
 For “Sovereign debt in post- and neo-colonial developments” University of 

Geneva, march 2018, with Juan Flores 
01-2016/12-2018 3-year research project funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation – 556’000 

CHF; with Juan Flores   
 For: “Sovereign Debt Diplomacies. Comparing International Regimes of 

Sovereign Debt Dispute since 1945”, Paul Bairoch Institute of Economic 
History, University of Geneva 

2014 Robert F. Winch Prize for Outstanding Lecturer, Northwestern University 
 For: “Time of Crisis: An International Perspective on the Social and Political 

Consequences of the 2008 Financial Collapse,” undergraduate-level course 
taught at Northwestern University 

2014 Roberta Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies, Dissertation 
Research Award, Northwestern University  

06-2013 MacArthur research grant, Sociology Department, Northwestern University (3-
months, $5,000) 

For “From Risk Models to Loan Contracts: Austerity as the Calculation of 
Austerity by Other Means,” article published in the Journal of Critical 
Globalisation Studies. 

2013  Robert F. Winch Prize for Best Student Paper, Northwestern University 
 For: “Prize & Price: The Turner Prize as a Valuation Device in the 

Contemporary Art Market,” published in Poetics.  
2011-12  Fulbright Fellowship, U.S. Department of State (12 months, $18,000) 
2010 Sociology Research Award, Sociology Department, Northwestern University 
2008-11  Doctoral Fellowship, French Ministry of Research (36 months)  
2005 Research Internship Grant, International Political Science Association 
 
 
INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
09-2017/03-2018 Member of the Fulbright Commission jury  
09-2013-06-2014 Member of the Center for Legal Studies, Northwestern University 
09-2012-06-2014 Director of the SciencesPo prep school at the Lycée Français de Chicago 
09-2012-06-2013 Member of the SciencesPo international admission jury 
 
 
ORGANIZATION OF CONFERENCES  
 
CONVENER – PRINCIPAL ORGANIZER 
03-2018 International conference: “Sovereign debt in colonial and neo-colonial 

developments” (with Juan Flores), University of Geneva 
06-2017 Panel: “Sovereign Debt in Post- and Neo-Colonial Developments,” Law and Society 

Association (LSA), Mexico City 
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11-2014 International conference: “The Stock Exchange and the Economy” (with Marc 
Flandreau), MACROHIST network, IHEID 

12-2011 Statistical workshop: “Multiple Correspondence Analysis and Multidimensional 
Scaling: Recent Transatlantic Developments in Geometric Data Analysis” (with 
Brigitte Le Roux and Frédéric Lebaron), Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, 
USA  

10-2011  Statistical workshop: “Fields and Markets of Cultural Production: Geometric Data 
Analysis in the French Tradition as a Tool for Representing Complex Data,” 
Leuphana Universität Lüneburg, Germany  

10-2009 Statistical workshop: « L’inférence bayésienne dans l’analyse des correspondances 
multiples » (with Brigitte Leroux), Sciences Po Paris.  

 
 
PANEL CHAIR AND DISCUSSANT 
06-2017 Panel: “Sovereign Debt in Post- and Neo-Colonial Developments,” Law and Society 

Association (LSA), Mexico City 
06-2017 Panel: “Making Markets: Information and Expertise,” Society for the Advancement 

of Socio Economics (SASE), University of Lyon, invited by Akos Rona-Tas. 
12-2016 Panel: “Evolving Frontiers within Mainstream Economics: Sociohistorical 

Perspectives,” in conference: “Governing Economics: Institutional Changes, New 
Frontiers and the State of Pluralism,” University of Picardie. 

 
 
ORAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONFERENCES 
2018 “The revenge of defaulters: Interstate negotiations and debt repudiations in the post-

War financial order, 1940-65” (with Juan Flores and Christian Suter) 
   -Conference: “Sovereign debt in colonial and neo-colonial developments”  
   @ University of Geneva 
2017 “Odious PIIGS: What the European debt crisis tells us about odious debt in the age 

of predatory lending” 
   -Sovereign Debt Research and Management Conference (DebtCon) 
   @ IHEID, Geneva 

  -Panel Law and Society Association (LSA): “Sovereign Debt in Post- and Neo-
Colonial Developments” 

   @ Mexico City 
2017 « Temps économiques, temps financiers et temps sociaux » (avec Boris Samuel) 

  - Conférence « Penser l’Afrique avec Bergson » organisée par Jean-François 
Bayard et Béatrice Hiboux 

  @ École de Gouvernance et d’Économie (EGE), Rabat  
2017 “A Rhetoric of Metrics: Building securities regulation in America’s era of booms and 

busts, 1890-1940” 
   - Séminaire d’études sociales de la finance (SSFA) 
   @ CNAM, Paris 
   - Annual conference SASE, Network N: Finance and Society 
   @ University of Lyon 
2017 “The IMF failure that wasn’t: tournaments of conditionality and strategic ignorance 

during the European debt crisis” 
   - Department colloquium 
   @ Sociology department, University of Geneva 

  - Annual conference SASE, mini-conférence “Politics of the Future, Policies in 
the Present” 

   @ University of Lyon 
2016 “Governing capital, labor and nature in a changing world” 
   -International Panel on Social Progress (IPSP) 
   @ IHEID, Geneva  
   @ University of Lisbon  
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2016 “A Rhetoric of Metrics: Building securities regulation in the era of booms and busts, 
1890-1940” 

   -Department colloquium 
   @ Management Control Department, ESCP Paris  
   @ CRIIESA, Université d’Amiens  
2015 “Governing capital, labor and nature in a changing world” 
   -International Panel on Social Progress (IPSP) 
   @ Bilgi University, Istanbul 
2015 “Regulatory reliance on ratings: the data and politics of US financial regulation 

during the Interwar (1926-1938)” 
   -Economic history and economic policy conference 
   @ Banque de France, Paris 
2015 “The colonization of U.S financial regulation by credit ratings during the Interwar 

period (1926-1938): The contemporary legacy of a crisis experiment” 
  -SASE Annual Conference, Workshop “Regulatory Intermediaries: Bringing 

Together Domestic and Transnational Regulation” 
   @ LSE, London 
2015 “Pollution rituals and the birth of financial regulation in the US during the Interwar 

period (1918-1938)” 
   -SASE Annual Conference, Research Network “Finance and Society” 
   @ LSE, London 

  -Congrès de l’Association française de sociologie, RT 13 « Sociologie du droit et 
de la justice »  

   @ Université de Versailles-Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines 
2015 “Regulatory fictions as instruments of market governance: Examples from the 

European Sovereign Debt Crisis” 
  -Workshop “Politics and Society in the Age of Financialization” 

   @ Max Planck Institute, Cologne 
2015 “The colonization of U.S financial regulation by credit ratings during the Interwar 

period: The contemporary legacy of a crisis experiment” 
  -Seminar: “Institutions, Finance and History,” Macroeconomics and Financial 

History (MACROHIST) network 
   @ Université Libre de Bruxelles 
2014 “Prizing Contemporary Art.” 

  -Workshop: “Art awards in contemporary art markets” 
  @ Sociology Department, Leuphana Universität Lüneburg, Germany  

2014 “Regulatory interventions following the stock market crash of 1929: a forbearance vs 
purification dilemma.” 

  -Seminar: “The Stock Exchange and the Economy,” Macroeconomics and 
Financial History (MACROHIST) network 

  @ IHEID, Geneva 
2014 « Styles d'interventionnisme régulateur durant la Grande Dépression : le New Deal 

entre indulgence et purification. » 
   -Séminaire interne Institut P. Bairoch 
   @ Université de Genève 
2014 “Anticipatory knowledge as an instrument of market governance: Examples from the 

recent debt crisis.”  
  -International History Department Colloquium 
  @ IHEID, Geneva 
  -Anthropology and Sociology Department Colloquium (with Grégoire Mallard) 
  @ IHEID, Geneva 

2014 “Governing markets with legal fictions: Credit ratings and austerity programs during 
the Greek sovereign debt crisis (2008-2010).” 

  -Doctoral Seminar 
  @ Max Planck-Sciences Po Center on Coping with Instability in Market 

Societies, Paris.  
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2013 “The Invention of regulatory reliance on ratings: Calculative governance and anti-
metrology resistance during the Interwar period.”  

 -Conference: “Law and Globalization in a Comparative Perspective: The 
Interwar versus the Post-Cold War Periods” 
@ SciencesPo Paris 

2013 “Seeing like a rating agency: The constitution of financial uncertainties during the 
Greek sovereign crisis.”  

 -Conference: “Regimes of Calculation and Global Governance Conference” 
@ Balsillie School of International Affairs, Waterloo, ON, Canada. 

2012 “Inside the shark tank: The Turner Prize and the valuation of contemporary British 
artists.”  

 -Culture & Society Workshop 
@ Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, USA  

2012 « Crises Financières, crises de l’information financière : Le cas de la notation de la 
dette souveraine ».  

-Conférence : « Approches Pluridisciplinaires de l’Économie » 
@ École Normale Supérieure, Paris.   

2011 “Multiple Correspondence Analysis and Multidimensional Scaling: Recent 
Transatlantic developments in Geometric Data Analysis.” (with Brigitte Le Roux and 
Frédéric Lebaron.) 

-Statistical Workshop 
@ Northwestern University, Evanston, IL, USA  

2011  “Fields and Markets of Cultural Production: Geometric Data Analysis in the French 
Tradition as a Tool for Representing Complex Data.”  

-Statistical Workshop 
  @ Leuphana Universität Lüneburg, Germany  
 
 

TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
Spring 2018 University of Geneva: “History of Financial Crises,” (with J. Flores), Bachelor Level. 
03-2018 University of Geneva: One-day course: “Directions Actuelles de la Recherche,” 

Master level, invited by Prof. Pilar Nogues-Marco. 
12-2016 University of Geneva: One-day course: “Directions Actuelles de la Recherche,” 

Master level, invited by Prof. Pilar Nogues-Marco. 
09-2012/06-2014 Northwestern University: “Times of Crisis: An International Perspective on the 

Social and Political Consequences of the 2008 Financial Collapse” (taught during six 
quarters), Department of International Studies, Undergraduate Level   

Spring 2011  SciencesPo Paris: “Introduction to Sociology,” (with É. Ollion), Bachelor Level 
Spring 2009 SciencesPo Paris: “Socio-Political Cleavages in Europe,” TA of B. Cautrès, Bachelor 

Level 
 
 
SUPERVISION OF JUNIOR RESEARCHERS & GRADUATES 
01-2016-- I am currently providing supervisory guidance to Laura de la Villa, the PhD student 

who was recruited in the SNF project in which I currently work as postdoctoral 
fellow (Laura.DeLaVilla@unige.ch). Juan Flores is the official thesis supervisor. I am 
also providing analytical and empirical guidance to several PhD students at the Paul 
Bairoch Institute of Economic History.  

09-2012/06-2014 During my teaching activities at Northwestern, I supervised over a hundred student 
papers (4th year bachelor students). My role as teacher often extended into writing 
students letters of recommendation and prepping them for graduate school.  

 
 
MEMBERSHIP IN PANELS, BOARDS & SCIENTIFIC REVIEWING ACTIVITIES 
2015-2017 Member of the financial regulation research group at Terra Nova, Paris 
2015-2017 Member of the International Panel on Social Progress (IPSP) 

mailto:Laura.DeLaVilla@unige.ch


Page 9 / 9 

Reviewer for The American Journal of Sociology, British Journal of Sociology, Poetics, Social Forces, 
Valuation Studies, Entreprises & Histoire  
 
 
MEMBERSHIPS IN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES  
Member of the following associations: American Sociological Association (Sections: Comparative and 
Historical Sociology, Economic Sociology), Law and Society Association, Association française de 
sociologie, Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics (SASE), Economic History Association, 
Association française d’histoire économique    
 
 
OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
-Member of the financial regulation research group at Terra Nova, Paris 
-Interview « Donald Trump veut un ‘faucon’ pour diriger la Banque mondiale », Le Temps, February 

2019 
-Op-ed « Créer une agence européenne de notation financière à but non lucratif », Le Monde, October 

18, 2017 
-Op-ed « Avec la crise grecque, l’histoire fait son retour en Europe », Libération, June 30, 2015 
-Debate with Jean-Claude Trichet, Atelier du Pouvoir, France Culture, February 2015 
-Interview on the Greek sovereign debt crisis, Radio Télévision Suisse, January 2015 
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