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1. Formalization: codes, guidelines & charters, introduction of
Institutional Review Boards

• Nuremberg Code (1947) 
• Helsinki Declaration(1964)
• International ethical guidelines for 

biomedical research involving human
subjects (1993) 

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proc%C3%A8s_de_Nuremberg
https://www.inserm.fr/wp-content/uploads/2017-11/inserm-
codenuremberg-tradamiel.pdf
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2. Regulation: ethical framing of research in social sciences

Scientific organizations (associations)
> Codes, guidelines, charters...

Institutions (universities)
> Institutional Review Boards (IRBs).

Laws
> Legal framework of bio-medical research

Funding agencies
> Public and private, national and international (Swiss National Science
Foundation, European Research Council, ...).
Scientific publishers
> Checking for an IRB ethical assessment
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In Switzerland:

Swiss Academies of sciences

Art. 4.7 " Research process"
Researchers should treat people,
animals and research subjects with
respect and care and in keeping with
legal, ethical, and discipline-specific
rules.

But...
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It is sometimes difficult to build consensus within disciplines.
Long process of reflection-discussion.

Example:  Swiss Anthropological Association 

• Position paper: “Une charte éthique pour 
les ethnologues?” (2011).

• Article “Searching for ethics” (Tsanta –
journal of the Swiss Anthropological 
Association SAA, 2018).

• Position paper: “Open Science and Data 
Management in Anthropological Research” 
(2021).
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In Switzerland:

Laws:
• Federal Act on Research involving Human Beings (Human Research

Act, HRA, 2011), research related to the human body (in the bio-
medical sense), health.
Art. 1: The purpose of this Act is to protect the dignity, privacy and
health of human beings involved in research.

• Laws on Data Protection (Federal Act on Data Protection, 1992; 
cantonal Act LIPAD, 2002, + if data collected in Europe: General Data 
Protection Regulation, GDPR, 2018). 

• )

The application of the HRA is the
responsibility of the cantonal
research ethics committees which
review research within the scope of
the HRA.
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3. Research ethics at the University of Geneva

Faculty boards (3 faculties: Psychology and Educational Sciences,
Translation and Interpreting, Social Sciences) until 2020 > since January
2021, central board: University Commission for Ethical Research in
Geneva (CUREG2.0, https://cureg.unige.ch/en/)
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First standardised CUREG questionnaire introduced in early 2021.
Model imported from bio-medical research (experimental research).
Problems of standardisation = illusion of a unified science.
• Unsuitable for the social sciences, which, for the most part, do not

use experimental research designs. The questionnaire is built on an
experimental/hypothetico-deductive model. The questionnaire
does not take into account the specificities of research conducted
with qualitative methods and/or with an inductive approach.

• Notions from other disciplines are unclear for social scientists.

In practice: some questions are confusing for social scientists and
create doubts about the answer to be given (and fears about the
consequences that this answer may have on the certification of their
project).
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(CUREG questionnaire , part C “Self-assessment of ethical risks», 13.06.2022 – NB. The questionnaire does not exist in English yet).
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(CUREG questionnaire , part C “Self-assessment of ethical risks», 13.06.2022 – NB. The questionnaire does not exist in English yet).
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Some basic notions:

• Consent: agreement given by a person to participate in research;
this agreement may be oral ("oral consent") or written ("written
consent") and must be preceded by the provision of information
about the research (research team, funding, topic of the research,
participation process, etc.).

→ FAQs 4.1 and 4.2 on the CUREG website
(https://cureg.unige.ch/en/faqs/)
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• Personal data: any information allowing the identification of the
research participants (name, postal/email address, date of birth,
...photo/video image, recorded voice).

• Sensitive data: data relating to religious, philosophical, political,
trade union or cultural opinions or activities; health, privacy or
ethnicity; social welfare benefits; criminal or administrative
proceedings or sanctions.

(definitions of the Geneva LIPAD law).
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