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Master of Science in

INNOVATION, HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

AND SUSTAINABILITY
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Plan

• Programme structure

• Examinations/assessment

• Course registration

• Specialization registration

• Requirements for completing the Master

• Miscellaneous
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Programme structure (1)

• Study programme (Programme des cours, 

UNIGE website)

• Normal duration : 4 semesters (Single) – 5 

(6) semesters (Dual)

• Maximal duration: 6 semesters for both tracks

2 3 4 51 6

120 ECTS

https://pgc.unige.ch/main/study-plans?searchTerm=Master%20of%20Science%20in%20Innovation,%20Human%20Development%20and%20Sustainability&year=2025&fac=default-value
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Programme structure (2)
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Structure of the 1st year at UNIGE
Compulsory courses

(48 ECTS)
• 1 introductory course

• 1 workshop

• 1 methodology course

• Thesis/internship thesis

Elective courses

( 12 ECTS)

(22 courses)

Elective courses: 

3 specializations

(12 ECTS)

Core courses

1 specialization course in Fall semester

Sustainable

Human Dvt
• workshop

• 1 other

spec. 

course

Sustainable

Consump. + 

Prod. + Org.
•workshop

•1 other spec. 

course

Fut. cities + 

reg.
•workshop

•1 other spec. 

course
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What is a Credit?

Credit ECTS: European Credits Transfer Scale

1 credit = from 25 to 30 hours workload incl. lectures,  
seminars, projects, practical  work, group work and   
individual study

1 year = 60 credits

6 credits = 150-180 h workload

The credits associated with a course are earned when a 
grade of at least 4.00 is awarded

UNIGE grading system: from 0.00 to 6.00

1 Tsinghua credit = 2 ECTS credits
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Types of assessment

- Written exam

- Oral exam

- Coursework

- Participation grade

- Paper

- Group work

- Etc.

Each teacher decides of the assessment (and 

the proportion btw measures) and makes it

clear (eg. In the syllabus)

1 grade per 

course
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In case of failure: attempts

Spring semester
Fall

semester

Each course can be tried two times (art. 18 al. 3 RE SdS – rules and 

regulations), the first one in the normal sessions (Jan-Feb and May-June) and 

the second one in the "session de rattrapage" (retake session) during the same 

year
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Registration for courses/exams
• Inscription aux enseignements en ligne (IEL)

 http://portail.unige.ch  

• Meet the deadlines for registration (academic 

calendar)

Spring semester

2026

DEADLINE:

9 MARCH 

2026

Fall semester 

2025-2026

DEADLINE: 

13 OCTOBER

2025
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RETAKE 

DEADLINE

:

19 JULY 

2026

http://portail.unige.ch/
https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/etudiants/horaires/
https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/etudiants/horaires/
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Registration for courses/exams

Do not forget to register for all the courses you take
during the semester and not only on the portal
MOODLE !

Beyond the official deadline, registrations are 
unchangeable! (no withdrawal)
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Registration for Specialization
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Academic thesis or 

internship report

• Compulsory (24 credits), 2 attempts

• No online registration, the grade obtained will be 

recorded in the transcript following the 

communication of the result by director. 

• The thesis can be defended in the 3 exams 

sessions, the August-September session can be 

the first attempt 
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Exams schedule

You will receive your exam schedule 

approximately 3 weeks before the start of the 

session on your portail étudiant UNIGE

https://portail.unige.ch/accueil
https://portail.unige.ch/accueil
https://portail.unige.ch/accueil
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Minimal requirements

1st semester: you must obtain at least 12 credits

or else you will be eliminated from the Master (art

22 al.1 a) RE SdS)

1st semester and 2nd semester together: you must

obtain at least 30 credits, or else you will be

eliminated from the Master (art. 22 al.1 b) RE SdS)

6th semester: you must have obtained 120 credits

(art 22 al.1 h) RE SdS)
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Minimal requirements

2 3 4 51

120 ECTS

min 30 ECTS

min 12 

ECTS

6
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Validation

• You have a provision of 18 credits that
you can use to keep grades between
3.00 and 3.75 (art. 18 al.1 RE SdS)

• Fill in the form available in the Secretariat
des étudiants

• If you keep the grade, you cannot retake
the exam

• Deadlines to keep grades (see academic
calendar)

https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/files/7616/5667/6402/form-CONSERV-NOTE-fsds_.pdf
https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/etudiants/horaires/
https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/etudiants/horaires/
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In case of absence from an 

exam
• Reported as an attempt ("ABS" in the 

transcript)

• Fill in the form and attach a medical

certificate (within 3 days following the 

date of the exam) (RE SdS art. 15 al. 2)

("EXC" in the transcript)

https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/files/9814/8474/5055/absenceexamencertiffsds.pdf
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2nd year (Semesters 3 and 4)
DUAL TRACK

- application to Tsinghua University before 15 December 2025 

http://gradadmission.tsinghua.edu.cn/f/login

(Scholarship application : special CSC medical examination report) 

SINGLE TRACK (Information session in October)

- Choice of the destination 3rd semester

- Choice of 3 destinations (by order of priority) 

- Partner universities (seats reserved for IHDS students) Database 

for Exchange Opportunities 

- Deadline for applying: November 2025

https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-

abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/

http://gradadmission.tsinghua.edu.cn/f/login
https://wwwo.unige.ch/RiPanorama/faces/adf.task-flow;jsessionid=gDL8Rq0CPJFTfKThnKV9kpyfxZCnsRwOIweWicefp7Pjxubs2S1Q!755184388?adf.tfDoc=%2FWEB-INF%2FRiPanorama-task-flow-definition.xml&adf.tfId=RiPanorama-task-flow-definition
https://wwwo.unige.ch/RiPanorama/faces/adf.task-flow;jsessionid=gDL8Rq0CPJFTfKThnKV9kpyfxZCnsRwOIweWicefp7Pjxubs2S1Q!755184388?adf.tfDoc=%2FWEB-INF%2FRiPanorama-task-flow-definition.xml&adf.tfId=RiPanorama-task-flow-definition
https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/
https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/
https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/
https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/
https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/
https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/
https://www.unige.ch/exchange/en/outgoing/why-study-abroad/students/sinscrire/exchange-europeworld/
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Fraud and plagiarism 

Directives on plagiarism 

Principles and guidelines of the Faculty of 

Social Sciences on the use of generative 

artificial intelligence (GAI) in teaching

https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/files/3213/8902/4331/directive-PLAGIAT-19092011.pdf
https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/faculte/organisation/commissions-de-la-faculte/commission-dethique/principes-et-directives-de-la-faculte-des-sciences-de-la-societe-sur-lutilisation-des-intelligences-artificielles-generatives-ia/
https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/faculte/organisation/commissions-de-la-faculte/commission-dethique/principes-et-directives-de-la-faculte-des-sciences-de-la-societe-sur-lutilisation-des-intelligences-artificielles-generatives-ia/
https://www.unige.ch/sciences-societe/faculte/organisation/commissions-de-la-faculte/commission-dethique/principes-et-directives-de-la-faculte-des-sciences-de-la-societe-sur-lutilisation-des-intelligences-artificielles-generatives-ia/
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Map of the buildings
https://www.unige.ch/presse/plans/

66 bd. Carl-Vogt

Uni Bastions

Uni Dufour

Uni Mail
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Important: your UNIGE email 

address

You have received an email address …@etu.unige.ch

(with login and password)

Use it! This is the official channel through which we

(teachers, Secretariat des étudiants SdS, Academic

advisor, etc.) communicate

 Please check regularly your UNIGE email
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Secrétariat des étudiants SdS

(Secretariat of students)
Phone : +41 (0)22.379.80.00

Email secretariat-etudiants-sds@unige.ch

Office nr. 3279 (3rd floor, Uni Mail)

Opening hours

Monday: 10:00-12:00am ; 1:30-3:00 pm

Tuesday: 10:00 – 12:00 am

Wednesday : closed

Thursday : 10:00-12:00am ; 1:30-3:00 pm

Friday: 10:00-12:00am

mailto:secretariat-etudiants-sds@unige.ch
mailto:secretariat-etudiants-sds@unige.ch
mailto:secretariat-etudiants-sds@unige.ch
mailto:secretariat-etudiants-sds@unige.ch
mailto:secretariat-etudiants-sds@unige.ch
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Information and contact

Academic Advisor, Yali Chen

Uni Mail Building, Office 5203

 email: yali.chen@unige.ch

 Tel: +41 (0)22 379 89 66
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Reminder:
• 13 Oct.: official registration to the courses

• Pay your tuition fee during your mobility 

semester / your studies at Tsinghua 

• Update your residence address on your 

unige portal 
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