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Memory of Migrations and Diasporas

This session invites researchers to use conceptual tools of memory studies in order to
discuss migrations and diasporic experiences over long time.
Even though migrations are widely studied by sociologists, the temporality of the studies
often depend on current public debates such as integration, while they are solicited by policy
makers' and research funds' agenda. In this session, we will try to go beyond presentism,
while considering the "common" feeling of belonging to foreign countries and continents, as
well as to diasporic communities. We would like to question the changing collective
representations of the origins, the continuities and ruptures in the way memories of the
migration shape subjectivities, cultural practices and aspirations for future, after one or
several generations.

How do individuals and the families transmit, silence, forget, distort or recreate souvenirs ;
how do they form their mnemonic narratives and practices in order to construct their post-
migratory trajectories ?

What differences and similarities can be found between memories, values, ways of
remembering and aspirations of families with a past of forced migrations (as consequences of
mass violence, wars, slavery or colonization) and those related with "pull factors"?

Communications which analyse family dynamics of memory making are very welcome in this
session, but not exclusively.
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