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Making Space for Sex Work:
Female Street Prostitution and the
Production of Urban Space
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Introduction

It has been widely asserted that the female prostitute constitutes a central figure in the
social imagination, playing an important symbolic role in the definition of moral
standards. For example, many commentators have noted that the street prostitute has
been stereotypically depicted as a motif of degeneracy, contagion and sexual
lasciviousness, and hence a threat to male bourgeois values (Walkowitz, 1992; O'Neill,
2001). Similarly, the idea that the criminalization of street prostitution has been a means
of establishing wider notions of what is socially and morally acceptable has also been
widely documented (Duncan, 1996). Yet there have been few studies that have related
these general ideas to specific spaces, detailing how female prostitution is implicated in
the making of urban orders. Exceptions note that prostitution tends to be concentrated in
particular areas, but say little of the processes by which these spaces are produced. For
example, while Symanski (1981) provided an extensive mapping of the varied ‘immoral
landscapes’ existing in different historical and geographical contexts, his work made
little mention of the appropriation, occupation and use of these landscapes, particularly
the way they are shaped by female sex workers. Equally, Ashwebeh (1988) sought

to extend Symanski’'s analysis, theorizing the location of vice in the city as the outcome
of consumer choice within socio-legal constraints, but ignored the way that sex workers
create red-light districts through their distinctive spatial practices (which change
according to legislative climate, levels of mutual support, client demand and so on —
see Brewis and Linstead, 2000).

This article intends to go some way toward redressing this omission by theorizing
red-light landscapes as emerging from (and produced by) an ongoing and recursive
relationship between the ‘everyday’ spatial behaviour of sex workers and the spatial
strategies enacted by the state, law and, latterly, community protest groups.
Consequently, the article adopts some of the key ideas spelt out in Michel de Certeau’s
(1984) remarkable analysis of everyday life in the city, particularly his distinction
between tactics and strategies. Here, the latter is deemed to refer to the ordering and
disciplining processes that make distinctions between the normal and deviant (hence,
between ‘moral’ and ‘immoral’ spaces), while the former refers to the embodied actions
of those who seek to escape these processes, using space to their own ends. Deploying
this distinction between strategies and tactics, the article simultaneously engages with
Henri Lefebvre’s (1991) notion that space is a socially-produced phenomena, with each
society (and each epoch) producing a space suited to its own reproduction. Relating
Lefebvre’s ideas to spaces of prostitution, we contend that the geography of sex work is
the outcome of an unfolding relationship between different types of space — the
ordered spaces of the capitalist state on the one hand, and the ‘lived’ spaces of
prostitutes on the other. These spaces are not mutually exclusive, however, and the task
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of this articleis to showthattheyfold ontooneanotherin particularways,bequeathing
distinctive geographiesof sex work. In so doing, the article dismissesaccountsthat

suggestthat the location of prostitutionin the contemporarycity can be explained
simply in terms of choice and constraint;the reality is that sex work is subjectto

moments of territorialization and deterritorialization as the relationship between
different typesof spaceunfolds.

To elaboratetheseideas this article focuseson changinggeographiesf prostitution
in Birmingham (UK). While this city (like mostlarge towns and cities in the urban
West) has a significant amountof off-street sex work (locatedin saunas,massage
parlours,hotels and private residences)in this article we focus on the more public
manifestatiorof sexwork — streetprostitution.In the caseof Birmingham,this mainly
involveswomensoliciting in public spaceto car-borneclients (kerb-crawlers) As we
relate,someof thesewomenusesexwork to supplemenanotheiincome;for othersit is
their only sourceof income.Most work on the streetfor a shortperiodonly, ultimately
moving to otherforms of sexwork or leavingthe professionentirely (O’Neill, 2001).
Giventhis ‘occupationalmobility’, it is notoriouslydifficult to gainreliableinformation
surroundingthe working practicesof this group. Further, given the stigmatizedand
criminalized natureof sexwork, it is often difficult to gain accesdo sexwaorkersor
clients. This meanghatresearchingjeographiesf sexwork is fraughtwith moraland
logistical problems.In this case,we reporton researctconductedsince 1994 that has
utilized a variety of modesof investigation Foremosherewereinterviewswith 55 sex
workersrecruitedwith the help of a sexualhealth project (seealso McKeganeyand
Barnard,1996; Cusick,1999; O’Neill, 2001 0n the usefulnes®f this approach)These
interviews took the approachof a ‘guided conversation’,focusing on the women'’s
experience®f violence,policing, communityprotestsandworking practices All were
askedto detail the strategieghey usedto managethe occupationahazardshat were
part of their everyday negotiations. These interviews provide the source of the
anonymougjuotesincorporatedn this article.

In addition,oneresearche(TeelaSanderspccompaniedoutreach’ projectworkers
on their nightly patrols of the street while the other (Phil Hubbard) completed
interviewsand observationatvork with local residentsnvolved in an anti-prostitution
protest.It is not possiblein the confinesof the currentarticle to explore the ethical
issuesthat thesefieldwork strategiesraised,nor the limitations of thesemethodsfor
tracingthe spatialmovementf sexworkers(but seeHubbard, 1999, on theseissues,
and Barnard, 1992, on the more generalproblemsassociatedwvith researchingsex
work).

Red-light districts as marginal spaces

As in many cities in Britain, streetprostitutionin Birmingham has principally been
limited to one area,which becomesotoriousasthe city’s ‘red-light district’. In the
early 1990s,this areawas Balsall Heath,an inner-city arealocatedone mile southof
Birminghamcity centre(seeFigure 1). Significantly, Balsall Heathwas characterized
by a high proportionof SouthAsianresidentgof mainly Pakistaniand SyhletBengali
origin) associatedavith successivgphasesf immigrationfrom the 1950s,andit is this
factor that featuresin many anecdotalaccountswhich describethe beginningsof
prostitution in Balsall Heath as correspondingwith the influx of young Asian
immigrants.However,this may be a reflection of the way that white fantasiesoften
externalizethe causesof ‘social problems’to ‘Other’ groups,and contrary evidence
suggestghat prostitutionwas probably presentin Balsall Heathin the late nineteenth
andearlytwentiethcentury(Bartley,2000).However the reputationof BalsallHeathas
a red-light district did grow substantiallyin the 1970s,as the police and authorities
turneda blind eyeto public manifestation®f sexwork in the areaandinsteadfocused
on closing down sex cinemasand clubsin the city centre(Hubbard,1999).In many
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Figure 1 Location of areas referred to in text (Birmingham, UK)
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ways,it seemghatthe authoritiestoleratedprostitutionin Balsall Heathbecausehere
was little community oppositionto it — the areabeing characterizedy a relatively
transientpopulation low levelsof houseownershipandminimal political involvement.
Interviewswith local police suggesthe authoritieswerehappyto seestreetprostitution
containedin an areawhereit could be effectively monitoredin a relatively small
numberof streetsdbetweerthe MoseleyRoadandPershordRoad(Figure1). Moreover,
with the powersof the 1959 StreetOffencesAct (later enhancedy the 1985 Sexual
OffencesAct, which allowedfor the arrestand prosecutiorof kerb-crawlersaswell as
prostitutes)jt becameeasierfor the police to isolatestreetprostitutionin BalsallHeath
andto preventit from ‘spilling over’ into more affluent neighbouringsuburbs.

This processof spatial isolation and informal toleranceis not atypical of the
strategiesvhich havebeenusedto regulateprostitutionin post-warBritain (seeBenson
and Matthews, 1995). Nonetheless although relationships between police and
prostituteswere often amiable in Balsall Heath, periodic ‘crackdowns’ on street
prostitutionwere carriedout in responsdo complaintsfrom residentsvho objectedto
thenuisancecausedy conspicuousexwork — mostnotablythe noisecausedy kerb-
crawlersat night. Such crackdownswere primarily understoodo resultin the short-
term displacemenf sex workersto other cities on the so-called*Midlands circuit’
(Coventry-Wolverhampto-Walsall), returning to work their established'beats’ or
‘patches’ once police activity had subsided As a result, while the police declareda
‘victory overvice’ onseveraloccasionge.g.BirminghamEveningMail, 2 March1989;
27 October1990),it wasapparenthatwithin afew weeksof eachoperation prostitutes
wereto be found backon ‘the Heath'.

With police campaignsncreasingn regularity,onetactic adoptedoy sexworkersto
escapeegulararrestandfines(whichtheycouldonly payoff by returningto thestreets)
wasto seeka moresecureworking environmentrentinghousego work from onamore
permanenbasis.Although many of thesepropertieswerein Court Road,Mary Street
and other residentialstreetsthroughoutthe area,it was CheddarRoadwhich became
knownasthe focusof Balsall Heath’sstreetprostitutiontrade,with around24 of its 50
terracedpropertiesusedfor ‘window working’ by the late 1980s.Sitting in the bay
windowsof thesehousesinainly rentedby their pimpsor ‘boyfriends’, sexworkerswere
immunefrom thethreatof arrestfor soliciting, asa singlewomanoperatingrom private
premisesdid not constitutean offence undervice laws at the time (seeBensonand
Matthews,1995).This very visible manifestatiorof commerciaksexwork, albeitlegally
regardedas off-street, undoubtedlycontributedto a gradualrise in the notoriety of
BalsallHeathasa centrefor streetprostitution.Presgeportsbegarto focusattentionon
the ‘vice-plaguedsuburbof Balsall Heath’ with its ‘Amsterdam-stylebrothel row’,
CheddaRoad(BirminghamEveningMail, 2 March 1989),andtraffic in Balsall Heath
wasseerto increasesignificantlyasinquisitiveandvoyeuristicdriverstookanemerging
‘scenic route’ through the red-light district. CheddarRoad itself became‘Britain’s
busiestul-de-sac’with 2,500carsrecordedn one24-hourperiod(ExpressaandStar, 13
March1992).Suchnotorietyis widely understoodo haveledto agradualincreasen the
numberof prostitutesworking in the area,both on and off-street. Unpublishedpolice
surveysof cautionedkerb-crawlerssuggestedhat only 45% camefrom Birmingham,
with 28% coming from beyondthe Midlands, suggestinghat streetprostitutionwas
proving a considerabletourist attraction’. According to police figures, prostitution
peakedn 1989,when890individualwomenwerearrestedor prostitutionoffencesover
the courseof the year (Kinnell, 1989).

This associatiorof prostitutionwith an inner-city area— an areaof ‘tower-block
vice dens, crumbling garagesand drying areasthat are degradation’srat-runs’
(Birmingham EveningMail, 17 Septemberl990) — did much to reproducea long-
established'whore stigma’. Corbin (1990) suggeststhis stigma has traditionally
involvedthe entwiningof five key myths:that prostitutessmell bad;that prostitutesare
socially dead;that prostitutesare diseasedthat prostitutesare a submissivesexobject;
andarea necessarputletfor ‘natural’ male excessin Balsall Heaththesemotifs were
inflected by more contemporary concerns, with the local and naiond media
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persuasively (though not always intentiondly) combining metaphors of sexual
immorality, environmentaldegradation criminality and diseasein their descriptions
of the area’ssextrade.For example an associatiorwasmadebetweenthe presencef
prostitutesin Balsall Heathandthe occurrenceof drug-relatedcrimes,with onereport
highlighting the ‘strong andvolatile link betweervice anddrugsasdealerssell to their
customersthe prostitutes’ (Birmingham Evening Mail, 27 July 1995). Others, like
Dame Gill Knight (at the time, ConservativeMP for neighbouring Edgbaston),
reinforcedthis link by claiming that ‘all prostitutesare heroin userson £500-a-day
habits’ (BirminghamEveningMail, 24 August1994). Broadernotionsof diseaseand
public healthwerealludedto in manyotherreportswheresexworkerswereportrayed
as a high-risk group in terms of their sexualbehaviour.The medicalizationof sex
workersas an allegedvector for HIV was certainly evidentin interviews conducted
with the residentsof Balsall Heath(Hubbard,1999), while the media’sdescriptionof
proditutes as ‘the human scavengers polluting our streets’ and ‘street scum’
(BirminghamEveningMail, 27 July 1995)indicateshow the identitiesof sexworkers
are constructedhroughdiscourse®f pollution and defilement.

Significantly, Pile contendsthat the narrative constructionof the prostitute as a
spoiledidentity involves discourse®f desireand disgustwhich are ‘spoken’ through
different symbolic and materialdomains,including the body and city:

Associationsare madethroughfigures of speechsuchasmetaphorand metonymy... The
interactionsof theseassociationgproduceintricate and densematricesof meaningthat are
‘topographical’in the sensenot only that differenceis produced'spatially’, but also that
matricesare playedout in specific sites(Pile, 1996:177).

Pile proposesthat the city provideskey sites (and sights) for the intensification of
disgust, identifying the red-light district as a key location where spoiled sexual
categoriesarediscursivelyconstructedAccordingly, theidentificationof BalsallHeath
asthe red-light district in Birmingham— and, hence,an immoral space— appeared
crucial in shapingwider conceptionsof the place of sex workersin both social and
spatialterms. This processwherebythe social hierarchyis mappedonto the spatial
hierarchy, occurs through chains of signification which imaginatively placed the
immorality of prostitutionin alandscapesychicallyandphysicallydistancedrom the
city’s moreaffluentsuburbsThis is a messageonveyedn manymediaarticles,such
as'Sexfor Sale’,which paintedavivid pictureof ‘the vice-plaguedsuburbsynonymous
with sex’ (BirminghamEveningMail, 20 October1990).

As canbe discernedrom otherreviewsof sexwork (Ashworthet al., 1988;Larsen,
1992; Brewis and Linstead, 2000), the placementof prostitution in an apparently
marginal landscapeof dangerand display has cementedthe associationbetween
heterosexualimmorality, violence, diseaseand poverty. This marginalization of
prostitutes,not only in moral discoursebut also geographicallyin ‘streetsof shame’
thuscreatesa moral geographythatimpliesthatsomebehavioursareacceptabl®nly in
certainplaces:

Order is inscribedthrough and in spaceand place — the landscapeis the truth already
established through the imposition of brick walls, greenfields and barbedwire fences.
Throughthe division of space,truth’ is establishedand order maintained.Boundariesand
areascarry with themexpectation®f goodandappropriatebehaviour.To actout of placeis
to fail to recognisethe truth alreadyestablished Cresswell,1996: 55).

Cresswellargueghatthearrangemensof spacds a powerfulorderingdevicein society,
with ideasaboutwhat belongswhere reinforcing dominantmoral codes(and power
relations). A key idea here is that spatial order naturalizesdistinctions between
normality anddeviance makingthemappearcommonsenseBy separatingvhatis in
place (expected)and what is out of place (abnormal),commonsenseis spatialized,
given a materialand embodiedform.

Similarideasaboutthe importanceof spacan maintainingsocialorderareofferedin
the work of Henri Lefebvre. Renownedas a philosopherof the everyday,Lefebvre
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endeavouretb developa Marxist critique of societythatemphasizedhe emancipatory
potentialof everydaylife. This wasmanifestin aremarkableseriesof publicationsthat

exploredthe way that the lived worlds of people(andtheir sensuahndsexualdesires)
hadbeengraduallycolonized(‘paperedover’) by theforcesof capitalism(seelLefebvre,

1972).In his final works, Lefebvrearguedthat capitalismhad survivedandflourished

by producingandoccupyingspacesuggestinghateachsocietyproducesa spacesuited

to its own perpetuationin effect, this supersedeiarx’s historicalmaterialism(where
classconflict is theorizedasthe basisof socialchangewith a geographicaimaterialism
thatfocusedon spatialconflict. Lefebvreaccordinglyoutlinedthe importanceof urban
spacen effectingthetransitionfrom classicalandfeudalsociety(typified by ‘historical

space’)to a capitalist society (characterizedby abstractspace)by routinizing and

legitimating the rhythmsof everydaylife:

What spacesignifiesis dosanddon’ts— andthis bringsus backto power.Spacdays down
the law becauseit implies a certain order — and hencealso a certain disorder. Space
commandsodies.This is its raison d’étre (Lefebvre,1991:121).

Lefebvrethus soughtto deconstructhe ideathat spacesimply exists,emphasizingts
socialproductionby distinguishingbetweenthreeforms of space:spatialpracticegthe
routinesthatconstitutethe everyday) representationsf space(the knowledgesimages
and discoursesthat order space);and spacesof representationwhich are created
bodily). He suggestedhe perceivedworld of spatial practice (life) was held in a
dialecticrelationwith representationsf space(concepts)but that this dialectic could
betranscendedia creativebodily acts(‘life withoutconcepts’)Outlining theinterplay
betweertheseforms of spacel efebvrethusdescribedatrialecticin which all threeare
held in tension(Merrifield, 1995).

McCann(1999) suggestghat Lefebvre’sattentionto everydaylife makeshis work
particularly relevant to analysis of public spaces,including streets, parking lots,
shoppingmallsandparks.To this list, we might addthe red-light district. For while the
practicesplayedout in areasof prostitutionmay createthe impressionthat this is the
‘natural’ environmentfor sex work (and cement common-senseassumptionsthat
prostitutionis immoral and deviant), Lefebvre stresseghat all spacesare madeand
remadethrough a complex folding of real, imagined and representedspace.This
stressegshat red-light districts, like other sites of the city, are createdthrough a
relationshipbetweendifferent understandingspccupationsand usesof space.Hence,
we can conceptualizered-light districts as the outcomeof an ongoing relationship
betweenthe ordering enactedby the state,law and citizenry (manifestin dominant
representationsf space)and the negotiationof this ordering enactedby thosewho
maketheir living in thered-lightdistrict. This identifiesthe red-light district asalways
becoming a complex assemblagenade and remadethrough the folding togetherof
thesedifferent typesof space.Hence,in the remainderof our article, we explorethe
making of space for sex work by adopting Lefebvre's distinction between
representationsf spaceand spacef representation.

Representations of space and strategies of control

The fact that the red-light district is the complex outcome of negotiatiors between
different socil groups (and different types of space)is usually far from obvious.
However,the natureof this relationshipbecamemore apparentin Birmingham in the
mid-1990s,as new forms of spatal orderingbeganto emerge.Crucial here was the
introductian of a communiy protestaganst sexwork in Balsall Heah. Although local
activists,particdarly the BalsallHeathAction GroupandCalthope ParkNeighbourhood
Forum, had often attemptedo put pressire on local councillorsand police, the protest
that beganin 199 soughta more direct meansto eradicatesexwork by picketingthe
streetsaandorganizingregularstreetpatrols.Armed with placardg‘Kerb-crawleis — we
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have your number’, ‘It's not a reddight zone, just a green one’), these protestors
attemptedo disruptthe work of proditutes by targetng kerb-cawlersandtaking their
registration numbers which they forwardedto the police. CheddarRoal was, both
geographicdy andmetaphortally, the centreof this ritualized communityprotest,with
thefirst picket of 150 residens on the cornerof CheddarRoad/EdwardRoad (27 June
1994) resulting in an immedate 80% reducton in traffic. Within a few days, the
campaignersvidenedtheir picketsto encompasthe 19 mainstreetswithin BalsallHeath
thatwereknown asbeingthe principal locatiors for streetandwindow prostitution
Althoughit wasorganizedasa peacefulprotest,the constantensionbetweenstreet
sexworkers,their pimps and picketsdid occasionallyresultin actsof harassmenand
confrontation.Picketsclaimedto receiveregularthreatsfrom pimpsand associatesf
prostituteswhile sexworkersallegedverbal and physicalabusefrom pickets:

If everl wentout andthe vigilanteswere out, or the media,l would just go backhome...
half of thevigilanteswerehypocritesbecausé¢heywerepuntershemselvesWell afew times
they would try and pushyou about.A mateof mine, they would batterher with sticksand
thingsandthey were alwaysgiving verbalabuse Or you may be crossingthe road andthey
would put their foot down on the car and you would haveto run.

Other sex workersfelt this abusewas directedat them personallyrather than being
designedto disrupt sex work. Indeed,community protesterswvere observedto harass
womenwho were not working the streetsbut were simply out walking alone:

I will bewalking up the roadwith my daughterandthey will stopme.| sayto themat night
whenl amonmy ownandl amdressedn mini skirtsthenthey havegotaright to stopmebut
notat 3 o’clock in the afternoonwith my babyin the pushchairwith aboutsix carrierbags.|
meanam | really doing businessn that state?

Additionally, the minibususedby Birminghamhealthauthority for outreachwork with
prostitutesvasregularly peltedwith stonegandcontinuego bethefocusof morerecen
protests).The picketsjustified suchactionsby arguingthat streetprostitutesepresented
theembodimentf vulgarandconspicuousex,with alanguageof moral outrageusedto
stressthat prostitutionwas assaliing public decency(seeHubbard,1999). Hence,the
vigilante groupsusedthe veil of ‘public nuisanceto scapegat sexworkersfor causing
social and economicproblemsin the area.In turn, this representatiorof spacerelied
uponthe disaursiveidentification of streetproditution asa challengeto ‘family values’.
Nonetheles, thesepicketswerewidely acknowledgedascausinga dramaticreductionin
prostitution and kerb-cawling in the area.According to figures from Birmingham’s
SAFE street outreachproject basedon their nightly contact sessionswith female
prostitutes, there was an immedate two-thirds redwction in stree¢ and window
commercialsex workers following the introduction of the protest.Initially, the local
police (especially Moseley Vice Squad) were sceptical and unsupportive of this
communiy protest,claiming that this was‘vigilantism’ (Birmingham EveningMail, 13
August1994).Yet, whenit becameevident the campaignwas reducirg the amountof
kerb-crawlnhg and soliciting, they co-optedthe campign by insisting that all pickets
were registered,forming a ‘neighbourhood-wath’ type group, Balsall Heah Street
Watch (which exduded any picketswith a criminal record)

Despitethe fact that the picketsmainly belongedtio a Moslem communitythat was
itself socially and economicallymarginalized(cf. Larsen,1992),the overallimpact of
theseprotestsand the publicity they generatedvas substantial By the beginningof
1996, window working wasno longer practisedn the area,andtherewereonly a few
women working the streets,mainly on the fringes of Balsall Heath at times when
pickets did not reguarly patrol (e.g ealy moming). Instead the majority of
Birmingham’s sex workers moved to the areaof Rotton Park around Summerfield
Parkand EdgbastorReservoir,sometwo miles from Balsall Heath(Figure 1). On the
surface this displacemenbf sexwork appearsa victory for protestorswho continued
to patrolthe streetsof Balsall Heathon a nightly basisto preventprostitutionreturning.
In the words of a campaignleader:
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We residentshave put in 25,000 man-hoursover the last four to five yearsto combat
prostitution.We havepicketedthegirls andthecondomvan. .. Wedon't wantthework to be
undonenow (cited in BirminghamEveningMail, 26 February2001).

In this sensethe community groups have drastically changedthe dynamicsof this
particular urban environmentand shifted the location of Birmingham’s red-light
district. But this wasnot achievedsolely throughthe efforts of the pickets,with police
making 338 arrests for soliciting in a 3-year period and the local authority
simultaneouslutilizing the powersof the Town and Country PlanningAct (1990)to
serveenforcemenbrderson 14 housedeingusedfor ‘window work’. Theintroduction
of additional streetlighting, road blockadesand CCTV surveillancesystemsfurther
servedto dissuadesexworkersandkerb-crawlerdrom liaising in Balsall Heath.

The surveillanceand segregatingpracticesthat were adoptedby the police and
protestorsexemplify many of the featuresthat de Certeau(1984) associatesvith the
practicesof orderingthat, collectively, constitutea ‘mode of administration’. These
strategiegproduceun espacepropre (‘purified space’)which represse&ll the physical,
mentalandpolitical pollutantsthatwould compromiset’ (ibid.: 109). Within arational
and heterosexually-orderedity, street prostitution is seenas polluting becauseit
challengeghe notionthata womancanexpresdersexualityonly in the confinesof the
home. Over time, different strategieshave thereforebeenenactedto hide prostitutes
from public view and privatize many of the ‘aesthetically and morally-offensive
physical,psychologicaland medicaland social problems’ surroundingprostitutionby
confining it in marginal areas(Duncan,1996: 140). This rendersstreetprostitution
foreignto therationalspaceof the city asconceivef via theocular,phallic, geometric
‘view from above’, something de Certeau alights on in his description of the
‘voluptuouspleasuresof experiencingandviewing the city from above:

One’s body is no longer claspedby the streetsthat turn and return it accordingto an
anonymoudaw; nor is it possessedyhetherasplayeror played,by the rumble of so many
differences... His [sic] elevationtransfigureshim into a voyeur.It putshim at a distancelt
transformsthe bewitchingworld by which one was ‘possessedinto a text that lies before
one’seyes.lt allowsoneto readit, to bea solarEye, looking downlike a god. Thefiction of
knowledgeis relatedto this lust to be a viewpoint and nothingmore (de Certeau,1984:92).

Following de Certeau,we can suggestthat the strategiesdesignedto regulateand
segregaterostitutionin Birminghamwere underpinnecby a dominantway of seeing
thatfeignedanobjectiveview from nowhere This wasa view thatconceivedf the city
asa functional and orderedwhole, and representedgex work as a disturbanceto that
socio-spatiabrder.Territorial actions(i.e. the strategief picketsandpolice) werethe
meansby which this orderwas maintained(Sack,1986; Herbert,1997).

In relationto Lefebvre’sideas we might alsosuggesthattheregulationof sexwork
througha phallocentricand ocular orderingof space(personifiedin the watchful gaze
of thepolice or pickets)representsherepressiorof the sensuabndthe sexualin favour
of the abstract(seealso Brown, 2000). But whatis particularly interestingis that the
intention has never been to completely destroy prostitution, rather, to enact a
mechanisnof regulationthat servesto encloseit. As Schla (1998:199) argues the
goal of the authoritieshasalwaysbeen‘to renderprostitutioninvisible, to restrictit to
brothelsor to dark andout of the way streetsthe inner courtyardsof tenementsto the
hoursof eveningandthe night, to removeit from public streetsand henceenforceits
stringentseparatiorfrom goodsociety’. Closetedawayfrom therespectablgublic gaze
(i.e. thatof ‘innocent’ womenandchildren),it becomegart of the restrictedeconomy
thathoardsdesireto capitalistends(Bataille, 1993).As Lefebvre(1991:310) suggests,
confinedby the abstractionof spaceand brokendown into specializedocations,the
(sexual)bodyis ‘pulverized’ andfragmentedThesefragmentsaremadesocially visible
only in certainspacesso that the prostitute’sbody, for example,is transformednto a
commoditythroughits isolationin specific spacesLefebvre (1972:168) accordingly
describesa capitalist city where all non-capitalistspacesare marginalized and/or
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transformedand wherethe extensionof capitalistrelationsextendsto non-productive
sectors(including sex). This reproducesa dominant ‘representation’of spacethat
suggestghat commercialsexis deviant, polluting and dangerousan aberrationin a
society that valuesthe sanctity of the family. Ultimately, the actionsresultedin the
displacemenbf sexwork from the streetsof Balsall Heath (whereits presencevas
deemedhreatening}o a spacewhereits excessesould seeminglybe accommodated
without disturbingthe order of the city.

Spaces of representation and tactics of resistance

Theideathatthelocationof red-lightdistrictsis stronglyinfluencedby the disciplining
strategiesenactedby powerful groupsin society is widespreadin the literature on
geographiesof prostitution (see Symanski,1981; Ashworth et al., 1988). In some
accountst is evensuggestedhatvice police createred-lightdistricts,identifying areas
wheresexwork may be concentratedvithout provoking public concern.For example,
when analysingthe changinggeographyof street prostitutionin Vancouverin the
1980s,Lowman(1992:243)arguedthatthe shifting geographyof sexwork wasa direct
resultof law enforcemenefforts. Nonethelessgeographicalnterpretationof sitesof
sexwork havealsohintedat their ability to actasa basefrom which dominantnotions
of morality may be resistedandchallengedThework of Law (1997),in particular,has
emphasizedhat spacesassociatedvith prostitution are sites where different sexual
moralities are negotiatedas clients and sex workers seekto locate their oppositional
rolesthroughintersectionsof powerand difference.Far from simply being spacesof
male masteryand dominationwherewomen’sbodiesare commodifiedand consumed,
sites of commercialsex work may be spaceswhere prostitutesresistthe voyeuristic
gaze through performanceghat undermineany scripting of heterosexualityaround
notions of masculinepower and feminine lack. In making this point, Law refersto
Butler’'s (1990) notion of heterosexuaperformativity to stressthat many prostitutes
emphasizeor parody their ‘femininity’ through performanceto problematizeeasy
understandingsf their immoral status.Thus,while prostitutesand other heterosexual
deviantshavebeenhistorically denigratecand confined,it alsoneedso be notedthese
groupsare alwayscapableof exceedingheir socio-spatiakonfinement.

This idea beginsto highlight the resistancesmplicit in sexwork, which may be a
form of work that empowerssomewomenfrom disadvantagethackgroundsHere, it
becomesapparentthat to understandhe geographieof sexwork, it is necessaryo
explorethewaysthatsexworkersadapt,decodeandrecodedominantrepresentationsf
red-light landscapesPivotal here is de Certeau’s notion of tactics — ‘stubborn
procedureghat eludediscipline’ — andthe way prostitutesshapespacego their own
ends Startingfrom the assumptiorthatthe story of tacticsbegins'on groundlevel, with
footsteps’,de Certeauwrites:

If it is truethatthe grid of ‘discipline’ is everywherebecomingclearerandmoreextensivejt
is all the more urgentto discoverhow an entire society resistsbeing reducedto it, what
popularproceduregalso‘miniscule’ andeveryday)manipulatethe mechanism®f discipline
andconformto themonly in orderto evadethem,deflectingtheir functioningby meansof a
multitude of ‘tactics’ articulatedin the detailsof everydaylife (de Certeau,1984:98).

Thesetactics (of the weak) potentially underminethe strategiesof the strong by
misusng spaces escping their condraints without necesaily disturbing ther
boundariesAgain, turning to Lefebvre,we can equatethesetacticsto the ‘spacesof
representatiorthattranscendhe dialecticbetweerspatialpracticesandrepresentations
of space(suchasthe way that sexworkersusered-light landscape$y soliciting and
transactingwith clients, socializingwith othersexworkers,andso on).

This focuson the ability of sexworkersto divert spacesf sexwork emphasizes
that red-light landscaesare not simply producedby the actionsof the authorities
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(from above’),but are producedfrom below’. Hence,the movemen of sexwork
from BalsallHeathto RottonParkwasnot simply enforcedby the police andpickets;
it was the result of tactical response®f sex workersto thesenew strategiesof
control. This implies that the movemat towards Rotton Park was a conscious
decisionon behalf of many of the 655 womenknown to have beenworking there
between1997 and 1999 (figuresfrom the Safe-HIV outreachproject, 2000).A key
themehereis thataspicketingandpolicing steppedup in BalsallHeath,RottonPark
wasseeno offer betterandsaferopportunitiedor businessln part,thisis becausef
the emergene of a newnightlife andentertanmentstrip on the HagleyRoad(Figure
1). This areais now buzzingwith restaurard, bars,hotelsand conferere centres,
lap-dancing clubs, and nightclubs following the successfuldevelopmentof the
International Convention Centre and the regenerationof the Broad Street area.
Today, this is a major leisure and entertainmentlocation attracting significant
numbersof touristsand businesspeopl The connectionsdbetweenthe sexindustry
andthe entertaimentindustry are detailedby Carterand Cutter (2000), suggesting
the spatial coexistenceof both economesis a function of their complementaty.
Anecdotalevidencefrom sexworkersalso suggesthat patronsof variousnightlife
spots and hotels in the areavisit the red-light district at weekends,with the
commercia sexindustryin the newred-lightdistrict beingkeptalive by the passing
tradethat spills over from the entertainmenstrip.

The spacesof this red-light district are also divided up into different ‘beats’ and
‘patches’by sexworkers,dependingpartly on the length of time a womanhasbeen
working in that particular area. The women who have greater status,due to their
experienceand knowledgeof how the streetsceneoperatestendto work the prime
locationsnearesto the entertainmenstrip wherethe majority of the passingradecan
be attracted.Often theseprime locations are the causeof tensionswithin the sex-
working communitywhenworkersfrom neighbouringcities enterthe red-light district.
This competitionis an everydayfeatureof life in the red-light district:

Onetime | wentout andtherewasthis big black girl, sheis big andshesaysto me,*‘This is
my corner’ andl said*‘Oh is it? Well it's mineaswell!”’, andthenwe gotonreally well ...
Sheis everso nice, but shelooked at me asthough!l would makemore moneythan her.

But alongsidecompetitionthereis collaboration;sexworkersoftenwork togethetrin the
sameareaor evenon the samecorner, making sure that there is always someone
coveringthe cornerwhile they are away doing businesswith a client:

All the girls on the beatseemto look out for you, you know what| mean.The girls on the
beat,eventheonesthatareondrugs,if theyhavegotanydodgynumberplatesor if the police
areroundthe corner,whatl find is thattheylet you know, they comeandtell you‘‘This guy |
wentwith is dodgy’ or onegirl will taketheregistrationnumberof the car.Wherel work we
all stick togetheron the beatwhich is like a litle community. Thereain’t no bitchinesslike
“This is my punter’, do you know whatl mean?

Working togetherwatchingfor eachotherandpractisingthe samerulesandprocedures
are regardedas essentialtactics to reducethe risks posedby the police, community
action groups and potential attackers.Many women thus work in pairs for safety
(‘doubling’) andnotedownthe carregistrationnumbersof clientsasanaddedsecurity
measure.

After finding alocationfrom which to solicit for sexualservicesthe ability to speak
with clients when on the streetis a major concernfor a street sex worker. The
negotiationof a sexualservicenormally takesplaceon the streetthrougha carwindow.
During the negotiation phase, neither the sex worker nor the client wants to be
apprehendedy the police asit could be usedasprime evidenceof both kerb-crawling
and soliciting. For this reason,a sex worker normally has only secondsto decide
whetherto acceptor rejectthe client. A decision-makingrocessoperatesvherebythe
sexworkerassesseshetherthe client is genuineor not by his appearancegttitudeand
mannerisms:
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| look at their appearancef someondooks shabbyandhorrible | won’t seethem.| look at
their bodylanguageandhowtheycarrythemselvesl. look athowtheyareusingthelanguage,
how they aretalking to me, what they are askingme for.

Certainattitudesare immediatelyrejected:

Their attitudeis thefirst thing you look for. If they call me ‘whore’ thenyou tell themto fuck
off basicallyasyou haveto go on first impressions.. Sometimes/ou get suspiciousabout
menwho are acting strangeand you think they are on drugs.Usually you cantell from the
way they are acting. Thenwe just walk away or pretendwe are waiting for a regularclient.

The establishmenbf a regular clientele is accordingly an aspirationfor most sex
workers,reducingthe needfor encounterswvith strangers:

It is saferwith regularsbecauseyou cantrustthem... When| seecustomerghat| don’t
know, | won’t dothem,evenif | amroastingandl amin painbecause ain’t gotno drugsand
| ambroke,thenl will notdothem.l would ratherwait the extratwenty minutesfor aregular
customer.

If the sexworkerfeelsshecantrustaclient, eitherbecausdeis knownor if heis giving
off few ‘danger signs’, the negotiationconcludesby fixing a price for the service
requestedcurrentlyaround£20for sexualintercourseand£15for oral sex,bothwith a
condom).

Interviewswith sexworkerssuggesthat commercialsexnegotiatedon the streetis
usually administeredn nearbyareasor in clients’ cars. What has beenconsistently
reportedis that sexworkersnormally havedesignatedsiteswithin the red-light district
wherethey take clients. If clients suggesta placeto completethe transactionthis is
often treatedwith suspicion.All of the streetworkersexplaineda generalrule wasto
insistclientsdroveto a specificlocation:‘If theywantto take meto their spotthenno
way, | havebeentakento their spotsbeforeandleft strandedandl havenothada clue
wherel am’. Streetworkershavestringentguidelinesthat keepthem safe:

You nevergo wheretheywantyouto go, you alwaystakethemto somewhere¢hatyou know
is safe.Neverlet themtakeyou to anothertown asthey will kidnapyou... Nevergo with
two men... alwayscheckthatthereis no-onehidingin the back... don’t getinto vans...

For a sexualtransactiorto take placein public, certainconditionsmustbe met. First,
moststreetworkerspreferto takeclientsto a placethatis within the red-lightdistrictto
limit the amountof time eachtransactiortakes.Secondthe spacemustbe suitablyout
of the sight of peoplepassingby or the police. Finally, andconverselythe spacemust
not be so secludedthat assistanceould not be obtainedif necessary:

| takethemto the hospitalcar park evenin the daylight.| neverevergo wherethey wantme
to go.l won't goastheway | seeit is why dotheywantmeto go wheretheywant?! will take
them to the hospital car park and if they ain’t comfortablewith it then| will take them
somewherelse,anddrive roundthreedifferentplacesif thatis whattheywantbut| will not
go to their place,unlessit is a house.

In RottonPark,transactionsccurprincipally aroundthe reservoiror SummerfieldPark.It
is notable that both the reservoir and the park are characteristicallysecludedareas,
uninhabitedduring the hoursof darknessyet within earshotof othersexworkers.These
thereforebecomeprime locationsfor the sexworker to quickly administera serviceand
then be back on the streetsto attract more trade. Other significant sites are the six
cemeterieghat arewithin RottonPark,which aredesertecandprivate, yet locatedin the
public spacecloseto theroad.Carparksthatarenot usedat night arealsoprime locations:
the hospital car park was favouredbecauset had closed-circuittelevisionand workers
could usethis asa deterrentif a customerdecidedto breakthe contract.

Controlling the environmentis a tactic sex workersuseto preventattacksand to
ensurethat sexual negotiationsand transactionsgo without incident. It is not only
clientsthat attacksexworkerson the streetbut passers-byho seesexworkersasan
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easytargetfor streetrobberyand mindlessviolence.Ward et al. (1999) calculatecthat
womenwho work in prostitutionaretwelve timesmorelikely to bekilled thanwomen
of a similar age.Likewise, Churchet al. (2001)interviewed115 womenwho worked
outdoors.Ninety-threeof these(81%) had experiencedriolencefrom a client at some
pointin theirworking history.Clientshadattackedall of the streetworkerscontactedn
this studywhile at leasthalf hadalsobeenharmedby boyfriends,passers-bynddrug
dealersDueto the extentof violencein thelives of manystreetsexworkers,they seek
to maintaincontrol of the spaceof the red-light district to reducerisk. Standingunder
streetlamps,awayfrom dead-endshatmayhinderescapendworking closeenoughto
residentialhousesthat may be called uponfor assistanceare all waysin which sex
workersmanipulatethe streetenvironmentwithin which they work in orderto reduce
the considerablerisks. At the sametime, avoiding arrestis an obvious priority.
Consequentlymany sexworkerslocatethemselvesn streetspaceswvherethey arein
view of the clients (who mainly solicit in their car) but in easyreachof a doorway,
shelteror undergrowthwhoseshadowshey candisappeainto if the police approach.
Similarly, women are most likely to work at times when they know the police are
unlikely to be patrolling (suchasweekendeveningor designatedimeswhenthe police
changeshifts).

More widely, the movementof sexwork from Balsall Heathto Rotton Park shows
that geographicalmobility is an extremely important tactic used to avoid the
consequencesf arrest, criminalization and stigmatization.As the following quote
suggestsif the police are targetingsoliciting and kerb-crawlingin one area,thereis
alwaysanotherneighbourhoodvherethereare plenty of paying customers:

Therehasbeena bad, bad purgefrom the vice — plain clothesand plain cars— andthey
havebeensentoutto targetthe residentialarea,which s fair enoughbecause wouldn’t want
it outsidemy house.But they haveto be seento be fair andthey haveto arrestus aswell. |
wasnickedso | am not working therefor atime ... | will go somewhereelse.

Many womenregularly engagein a transientmovementfrom one red-light district to
anotherin orderto avoidbecomingknownby the police (Kinnell, 1989).This flexibility
in working practice has beenassistedby the use of mobile phones.This allows sex
workersto be geographicallymobile yet accessibldor clientsto arrangemeetingsin
differenttowns.Similarly, sexworkersacrosshe WestMidlandsusemobile telephones
to report on the activities of police and community groups.Movementbetweenon-
streetand off-streetworking is alsoa key tactic:

I havebeenworkingin aflat with someothergirls who arerunningfrom the cops.It is notso
hot working inside.l havea warrantout for my arrest,sol only cometo the beatwhenit is
really quiet,or theweatheris badandno-oneis up here.Latein the nightis best,about2 or 3
[a.m.]asthe policearebusyandthe old oneswho standon the cornerhavegoneto their beds.

Therecentintroductionof Anti-Social BehaviourOrders(underthe Crime andDisorder
Act, 1998)meanghatwomenwho havebeenservedanorderfacecustodialsentences
arrestedn a namedarea.Negotiatingthis restrictionmeanscombiningdifferent types
of sexwork in differentgeographicabreasWorking from homeand/orsharingrented
premisesmay also prove a successfutactic for circumventingsuchorders.

But for many sexworkers,the risk of beingrecognizedby a friend or relativeis as
significantanissueasthat of arrestor violence.Many of the womenwho work in the
sexindustrydo sowithout their families, partnersand closefriendsknowingwhatthey
do (seeHart, 1995). Sparingthe embarrassmentf parentsor relativesis the main
concernof somewomen. Maintaining a boundarybetweenwork and homeis, then,
important:

| alwayswork in Birminghamand neverWolverhamptondoesn’'tmatterhow skint I am, |
would neverwork in Wolverhamptonbecausd neverwant anyoneto find out what| do.
Becausé know quiteafew peoplein Wolverhamptonandplusmy family livesthereaswell,
so | wouldn’t work in WolverhamptonWhen peopleask what you do, well asfar as my
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family knows| don’t work, | amjust gettingincomesupportandthatis it. They askyou too
many questionghough. ..

This quoteillustratesthatalthoughjuggling geographicalocationsto avoid recognition
can be successfuto someextent,there are alwaysrisks of being ‘discovered’. This

suggestshatsoliciting in public is understoody sexworkersto be botharisk to their

personalsafetyaswell asto their senseof self. Consequentlyinostwomenrecognize
the value of an informally designatedred-light district in offering a spacethat is

relatively anonymousand wherethey are unlikely to encountempeoplewhom they do

not wish to know abouttheir work (in fact, it tendsto be when clients encountersex
workers outside the red-light district that most problemsarise). In this sense,sex
workersactively use designateded-light districts to safeguardheir private lives and
relationshipsagainstthe stigmaof working as a prostitute.

Conclusions

In manyways,thelocationof prostitutionin red-lightdistrictsis somethinghatis taken
for grantedwith the connectiorbetweernsexwork andmarginalurbanareaseinglong
establishedYet the more carefully one examinesred-light districts, the more clearly
onebecomesawareof conflicts at work within them.In essencethey providea classic
exampleof what Lefebvre (1991) refersto when he talks of the productionof space.
This theorizationsuggestghat the spatialpracticesplayedout in red-light districts —
theroutinesandrituals of sexwork thatconstitutethe everydayin thesespaces— result
from a conflict betweerrepresentationsf space(which seekto imposeorderon urban
space)and spacesof representation(which emerge‘organically’ from the bodily
practices and behavioursof sex workers). Considering sexuality as part of the
productionof urbanspacealerts us to the dynamismof this process,and highlights
heterosexuality’sconstantbattle to maintainits dominancethrough spatial processes
that isolate sexwork andrenderit invisible to the heterosexualmajority’. Ironically,
theseprocessesreatespacesvhere commercialsex becomesa valuablecommodity,
and where sex workers may conceal their identities whilst pursuing a potentially
lucrativeform of employmentThis implies that sexworkersare not passiverecipients
of the urbandistrict they useascommercialtradinggrounds;rather,sexworkersshape
the urbanenvironmentn which theywork by adaptingandmouldingthe spacesothey
cansuccessfullysell sex.

This interpretationmplies thatthe boundarie®of red-lightdistrictsarefixed both by
sexworkersaswell aspolice, politiciansand protestors Startingfrom this assumption,
this article has elaboratedon the consequence®f this process,describing how
prostitutes’ tactics may turn sites of oppressionand discrimination into sites of
resistancelndeed,muchof the evidencediscussedheresuggestshat prostitutesdo not
passivelyaccepttheir victimization by clients, pimps and police, but adopt certain
‘coping strategiesto maximizethe rewardsof sexwork while minimizing the risks of
violence,arrestand exploitation.Suchcoping strategiesare simultaneouslysocialand
spatial, with prostitutesadoptingtactics of mobility to frustratethe processe®f law
enforcementseekingto distancetheir ‘working’ from their ‘non-working’ lives and
attemptingto exercisesymboliccontrol over their working environment.This focuson
tacticsof resistancéasthereforeservedo stresghatthegeographiesf sexworkin the
urban West are the outcomeof a complex (and ongoing) struggle betweendifferent
socialactors,albeitwithin anasymmetricabowerrelationshipwherethe tacticsof the
weakalreadyexistasthe strategie®f the strong(Cresswell, 1996).Sexworkersmaybe
ableto turn spaceto their own ends,but this ultimately happensn spacesvherethe
authoritiesmay be happyfor sexwork to exist. Giventhis, it is dangerouso exaggerate
the power that sex workers possessgiven that, in contemporarycapitalist society at
least, representationsof space tend to dominate and overcode lived spacesof
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representationNonethelessit is alwaysdifficult for capitalistsocietyto maintainthe

chaotic, contradictory spacesit has produced,and Lefebvre reminds us that new

‘differential spacesforgedthroughbodily practicemay explodethroughtherepressive
andcalculatingspacesf capitalism.By challengingdominantnotionsof morality, the

body andthe city, sexworkersoffer a glimpseof a different spaceto come.

Phil Hubbard (P.J.Hubbard®lboro.ac.uk), Department of Geography, Loughborough
University, Leicestershire, LET 3TU, UK and Teela Sanders (T.Sanders@sheffield.ac.uk),
Department of Sociological Studies, Sheffield University, Western Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN,

UK.

References

Ashworth,G.J.,P.E. White andH.P.M.
Winchester(1988) The red-light district in
the West Europearcity: a neglected
aspectof the urbanlandscapeGeoforum
19, 201-12.

Barnard,M. (1992)Working in the dark:
researchingemale prostitution.In H.
Roberts(ed.), Women’shealth matters
Routledge London.

Bartley, P. (2000) Prostitution: prevention
andreformin England,1860-1914
Routledge London.

Bataille, G. (1993) Symbolicexchangeand
death Sage,London.

Benson,C. andR. Matthews(1995) The
national vice squadsurvey Centrefor
Criminology, MiddlesexUniversity.

Brewis, J. and S. Linstead(2000) Sex,work
and sexwork. Routledge London.

Brown, M. (2000) Closetspace:geographies
of metaphorfrom the bodyto the globe
Routledge London.

Butler, J. (1990) Body trouble: feminismand
the subversiorof identity. Routledge New
York.

Carter,S. and S. Cutter (2000) Tourismand
sex Continuum,London.

Church,S., M. HendersonM. Barnardand
G. Hart (2001) Violence by clients
towardsfemaleprostitutesin different
work settings:questionnairesurvey.
British Medical Journal 322,525-6.

Corbin, A. (1990) Womenfor hire:
prostitution and sexualityin France after
185Q HarvardUniversity Press,
Cambridge.

Cresswell,T. (1996) In place/outof place:
geographyjdeologyand transgression
University of MinnesotaPress,
Minneapolis.

Cusick, L. (1999) Femaleprostitutionin
Glasgow:drug useand occupational
sector.Addiction Researchs, 115-30.

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research

de CerteauM. (1984) The practice of
everydaylife. University of California
PressDavis.

Duncan,N. (1996) Renegotiatinggenderand
sexualityin public and private places.In
N. Duncan(ed.), Bodyspacedestabilizing
geographieof genderand sexuality
Routledge London.

Hart, A. (1995) (Re)constructinga Spanish
red-light district: prostitution,spaceand
power.In D. Bell andG. Valentine(eds.),
Mappingdesire RoutledgeLondon.

Herbert,S. (1997) Policing space:
territoriality andthe Los Angelespolice
departmentUniversity of Minnesota
Press Minneapolis.

Hubbard,P. (1997) Red-lightdistrictsand
tolerationzones:geographie®f female
streetprostitutionin Englandand Wales.
Area 29, 129-40.

—— (1999) Sexand the city: geographiesf
prostitutionin the urban West Ashgate,
Chichester.

Kinnell, H. (1989) Prostitutes their clients
and risks of HIV infectionin Birmingham
Departmenif Public Health Medicine,
Birmingham.

Larsen,E.N. (1992) The politics of
prostitutioncontrol: interestgroup politics
in four Canadiarcities. International
Journal of Urban and RegionalResearch
16, 169-89.

Law, L. (1997) Dancingon the bar: sex,
moneyandthe uneasypolitics of third
spaceln S. Pile andN. Thrift (eds.),
Geographieof resistance Routledge,
London.

Lefebvre,H. (1972) Le pense Marxisteet la
ville. CastermanParis.

—— (1991) The productionof space
Blackwell, Oxford.

Lowman, J. (1992) Police practicesand
crime ratesin the lower world. In D.J.

© Joint Editors and Blackwell Publishing Ltd 2003



Female street prostitution and the production of urban space 89

Evans,N. Fyfe andD. Herbert(eds.),
Crime, policing and place Routledge,
London.

McCann,E. (1999) Race,protestand public
space:contextualisingLefebvrein the US
city. Antipode31, 163-84.

McKeganey,N. and M. Barnard(1996) Sex
work on the street: prostitutesand their
clients OpenUniversity Press,
Buckingham.

Merrifield, A. (1995) Lefebvre,anti-Logos
and Nietzsche:an alternativereadingof
‘The productionof spacé Antipode27,
294-303.

O’Neill, M. (2001) Feminismand
prostitution Polity, Cambridge.

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research

Pile, S. (1996) The body and the city.
Routledge London.

Sack,R. (1986) Humanterritoriality: its
theoryand history. CambridgeUniversity
PressCambridge.

Schla, J. (1998) Nightsin the big city.
Reaktion,London.

Symanski,R. (1981) Theimmoral landscape:
femaleprostitutionin westernsocieties
Butterworths,Toronto.

Walkowitz, J. (1992) The city of dreadful
delight Virago, London.

Ward, H., S. Day andJ. Weber(1999) Risky
businesshealthandsafetyin the sex
industry over a nine-yearperiod. Sexually
Transmittedinfections75, 340-3.

© Joint Editors and Blackwell Publishing Ltd 2003



