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Overeducation  

 

“when the level of  education acquired 

exceeds the level of  education required to 

perform the job adequately”  

 

(Wolbers, 2003)  

Wolbers, M.H.J. 2003. “Job Mismatches and Their Labour-market Effects among School-leavers in Europe.” 

European Sociological Review 19(3):249–66 
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Overeducation  

 

a labor market condition ‘in which 

individuals cannot realize a sufficient 

monetary reward from their education’  

 

Freeman (1976)  

Freeman, R. 1976. The Overeducated American. New York: Academic Press. 
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*From: Delaruelle, K., Buffel, V. & Bracke, P. (2016), The reversed gender gap and the education gradient in health: A cohort 

perspective, Ghent Univeristy: working paper.  
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DE – Germany 1,79 

CZ – Czech Republic 1,67 

HU – Hungary  1,3 

SK – Slovakia  1,06 

BE – Belgium  1,04 

NL – Netherlands  0,97 

SI – Slovenia  0,76 

IT – Italy  0,18 

CH – Switzerland  -0,02 

PT – Portugal  -0,04 

PL – Poland  -0,04 

BG – Bulgaria  -0,07 

IL – Israel  -0,13 

IE – Ireland  -0,13 

RU – Russia   -0,25 

FR – France  -0,48 

ES – Spain  -0,8 

IS – Iceland  -0,88 

FI – Finland  -0,93 

DK – Denmark  -0,93 

SE – Sweden  -1,06 

NO – Norway  -1,08 

GB – United Kingdom -1,08 



Figure 1. A – Gap in self-rated health between up to lower secondary on the one hand and full upper-secondary vocational/general, and tertiary education on 

the other by level of educational tracking. B – Gap in depression between up to lower secondary on the one hand and full upper-secondary vocational/general, 

and tertiary education on the other by level of educational tracking.
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