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Coexistence of statutory insurance
and compulsory insurance
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Public insurance company for buildings (PBI)

Private insurance company for buildings (PA)

Insured capital

85 %

15 %

Cantons
19

7



PICB-System: „Insure and prevent“

Prevention - preparedness
• Prevention of fires and natural disasters

as sovereign preventing obligation
(Fire-brigade)

Intervention – limiting extent of damage
• Response and intervention als citizen

obligation in case of fires and natural
disasters-brigade (Fire-brigade) 

Insurance
• Uniform, mandatory, complete and solidary

insurance as national precaution for
surviving



PICB-System: „Insure and prevent“

Facts and Figures 2010

Insured buildings 2,17 million

Insured capital CHF  2011 billion

Net premium income CHF    992 million
Fire loss CHF    266 million
Elementary loss CHF    429 million
Prevention CHF    285 million

Premium rate 0.50 ‰
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Building codes

- 1 norme

- 18 directives

Technical notes

- 14 explanations

A success story: „Fire protection“
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Register of building materials and fire resistance

building materials: 3091 products

Technical furniture systems 2086 products

Sprinklers 603 products

• 1400 certificates per year

A success story: „Fire protection“
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Formation and training of experts in fire protection

• at cantonal level
• at communal level

A success story: „Fire protection“



Losses to buildings caused by natural hazards and fire in the 19 Cantonal Public 
Insurance for Buildings in centimes pro 1’000 insured swiss francs   

A success story: high reduction
of fire losses to buildings!   
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Natural hazards covered by insurance

Floods Erosion Debris flows

Landslides Rockfalls Snow avalanches
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Natural hazards covered by insurance

Storm Hail Heavy rains

Snow load Thunder
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Earthquakes are not covered by insurance



Losses to buildings caused by natural hazards
in the 19 Cantonal Public Insurance Companies for Buildings 2000-2009

Landslides and rockfalls

Snow avalanches

Floods

Hail

Storm

Snow load

300 mio swiss francs / year



70% of the claims represented
only 10% of the total losses ! 

5% of the claims represented
more than 50% of the total losses! 

Strategy for risk management! 

Floods 18 - 26 of August  2005 in Switzerland
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What about prevention ?



Land-use planning   

Land-use planning
Hazard maps

Urban planning
Construction permit

Public insurance campanies for building PIBC
Hazard maps: financial contribution 
Construction permit: Consultation and recommandation



Protective measures

Insurance

State of the art/building codes

Public insurance companies for buildings PIBC 
New buildings:  construction permit – estimation and exclusions 
Existing buildings:   estimation  – prescription – exclusions

Protective measures

owner responsability



Protective measures

State of the art 
building codes

Public insurance fompanies for buildings PIBC 
Recommandations: natural hazards
Training: architects, engineers

Protective measures
Recommandations PIBC

Dangers
gravitationnels

2005

Dangers
météorologiques

2008

Flyers for   
owners



Hail
Snow

Wind

EQ

Rain

Flood

Losses prevention

Actual safety targets according to building codes 



Vulnerability of the building enveloppe



H
ai

l

Snow

Wind

EQ

Rain

Flood

Losses prevention

Future safety targets for buildings



Répertoire de 
protection grêle
Hail - Register
of protection 
Vous trouverez ici des 
matériaux résistants



Relevez les stores !

Alarme-Météo vous prévient à temps
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