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Latin America concentrates ~22% of the active volcanoes of the world and 20% of the world’s confirmed eruptions. It is therefore not surprising that some of the deadliest volcanic catastrophes have occurred within this region, with the 1985 Nevado del Ruiz eruption being one of such tragedies. In terms of the monitoring of activity, the first official, permanent volcano observatory in Latin America had been created in Ecuador only two years before (1983), with five more observatories founded elsewhere between 1985 and 1988. Currently, sixteen institutions in nine countries officially monitor volcanic activity. 
Despite important advances in instrumental monitoring, crisis management and risk communication, the observatories’ personnel were regularly missing opportunities to discuss and share, in person, their main milestones, challenges, and concerns with their peers. In line with those requirements, the Latin American Association of Volcanology (ALVO) has organized, to date, three meetings of Latin American volcano observatories (2015, 2018, 2024). In the last meeting (2024), the foundation of an official, associated body that integrates all observatories under a common structure was unanimously agreed. This poster therefore introduces the ALVO Working Group of Latin American Volcano Observatories. This working group has the mandate to identify, design, and develop courses of action following an inter-observatory strength-weakness-opportunity-threat (SWOT) analysis. Under the guidance and supervision of ALVO, this group is expected to channelize and execute all the initiatives aligned with the four EW4All pillars, from disaster risk knowledge and management to preparedness and response capabilities, strengthening the institutional links in the process.
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