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When erupting, all volcanoes can present a threat. However, the risk is not equivalent from one volcano to another because of differences in activity frequency, eruptive styles and hazards, and potential exposure to people, infrastructure, and other resources. In 2005 and 2018, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) assessed the relative threats posed by U.S. volcanoes to identify which volcanoes warranted the greatest risk-mitigation efforts. The assessment considered a suite of hazard and exposure factors. Volcanoes were assigned one of five threat categories: very low, low, moderate, high, and very high. 
Since late 2024, a team of USGS volcanologists have been working on updating the U.S. national threat assessment. The team has one representative from each volcano observatory (one person represents two observatories), two co-authors of the 2018 assessment, and a chair. 
We report on progress made, how we are ensuring consistency in assessment given it is being undertaken by a team, how we are incorporating new research and data from volcanic activity since 2018, adjustments we are considering to threat assessment factors, and broader questions for which we welcome broader international perspectives.
