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The Island of Hawai’i consists of five volcanoes. Four volcanoes are considered active, and are designated very high threat (Kīlauea and Mauna Loa), high threat (Hualālai), and moderate threat (Mauna Kea) volcanoes by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). Over 120,000 of the approximately 200,000 residents of the island live on the two very high threat volcanoes. The island welcomed approximately 1.73 million visitors in 2024.
While fatalities are rare, in the past 200 years eruptions from Kīlauea and Mauna Loa have threatened and destroyed communities, infrastructure, agricultural lands, and natural resources—and served as a major tourism draw. Volcano tourism is increasingly important for the local economy, particularly over the last 30 years.
This poster describes how the USGS Hawaiian Volcano Observatory, Hawaiʻi Volcanoes National Park (which includes the summits and a large percentage of the flanks of Kīlauea and Mauna Loa), and Hawaiʻi County Civil Defense Agency work together to mitigate negative eruption consequences. These efforts include volcano monitoring, education and outreach initiatives for local communities and tourists, internal and interagency planning and coordination, and response to volcanic unrest and eruptions.
