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While volcanic eruptions can be devastating, they are one of the few natural hazards we can often forecast. This foresight provides a critical window to take early, life-saving action. For people to protect themselves and act promptly during disasters, they must have access to clear, practical information.
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) utilizes "Public Awareness and Public Education" (PAPE) to deliver evidence-based key messages crucial for disaster risk reduction, response, and recovery.
 The IFRC's PAPE messages offer households and schools practical advice and actionable steps to prepare for local hazards, including volcanoes. Recognizing the need for brevity in modern communication, shorter, more concise key messages are also vital for inclusion in alerts and other digital dissemination channels, such as social media posts, SMS or chat platforms. Currently, the IFRC is in the process of developing a global set of these short messages with a focus on early warning timeframes (immediate, warning, anticipated).  
 To ensure these messages are relevant and truly adopted by communities, National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies work closely with local authorities and the communities themselves to customize them.
 These tailored, local messages are then made widely accessible on the IFRC’s global preparedness messages platform. This allows them to be incorporated into official alerts and shared broadly through online channels, including Google, thereby encouraging a timely public response. The IFRC is looking for experts to support the review and development of these short and concise early warning messages for volcanoes.

