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First, some questions… 

• Are you collecting data?

• Are you using secondary data?



Swiss Centre of Expertise in the Social Sciences

www.forscenter.ch

http://www.forscenter.ch/


• Research infrastructure of national scope intended for 

any institution or person active in the social sciences 

• Mostly funded by the Swiss National Science Foundation 

(SNSF) and hosted by the University of Lausanne

• Founded in 2008

• Largest social science data archive in Switzerland

• Data management consulting and training

FORS – Swiss Centre of Expertise in the Social Sciences



Research at FORS



Motivations for data sharing

• Efficient use of data

• Transparency and reproducibility

• Long-term preservation

• Increased quality of data and research

• Visibility of data production (data citation)

• Augmented number of citations of scientific articles 

• New collaborations and avenues for research

• …



Motivations for data re-use

RESEARCH EDUCATION

• Answer new research questions

• Extend existing work

• Work on non-reproducible materials

• Access to hard-to-reach populations

• Draw comparisons

• Data linkage

• …



FORS Data Management and Archive Services (DMAS)

• Support throughout the research (data) life cycle

• Data management service

– Consultancy

– Trainings

– Guides

• Data archiving, access, and dissemination
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• Have you shared data via Open Science Framework?

• Have you downloaded data from Open Science 

Framework?

• Why do you use Open Science Framework?

• What do you particularly like about Open Science 

Framework?

Some more questions



Some advantages

• Easy to use 

• Recognized in the field

• Covers the entire research cycle, 

including preregistration, closed 

internal documents, collaboration

• Free for researchers

Open Science Framework

Some disadvantages

• No curation

• No individualized consultation

• Risk of dumping data

• Lack of clarity on metadata

• Either open or closed data

• No data storage in Switzerland 

(United States, Canada, 

Germany, Australia)



• Data Management Services from the beginning of the project

• Consultancy throughout the data (preparation and) deposit 

process, especially regarding data protection and sensitive data

• Quality checks by data curators prior to data publication

• Data promotion and dissemination capacity

Advantages of SWISSUbase (1)



Data archive services: Our data service experts

Eliane FerrezChristina Bornatici Marielle KappelerMeret Hildebrandt



• Data remain on Swiss servers 

• Social science metadata schema

• Free for researchers

• SWISSUbase is CoreTrustSeal-certified for FORS

• Different access levels: Open, restricted, prior agreement

• Contracts: You keep control over your data

• Project catalogue in Switzerland: Visibility for projects when data 

are not (yet) available

Advantages of SWISSUbase (2) 



International visibility



Sharing sensitive data



FORS replication service



SWISSUbase Info Website

Discover our mission, services & how we can support you. 
www.info.swissubase.ch 

https://info.swissubase.ch/


Swiss Centre of Expertise in the Social Sciences

www.forscenter.ch

http://www.forscenter.ch/




Contact us

• www.forscenter.ch

• Data access and deposit: dataservice@fors.unil.ch  

• marieke.heers@fors.unil.ch 

http://www.forscenter.ch/
mailto:dataservice@fors.unil.ch
mailto:marieke.heers@fors.unil.ch


Thank you!
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