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To serve the Swiss scientific community to share and preserve research data for 

future reuse.

Our mission

SHARE. PRESERVE.



3

A Consortium built among Partners 

Social 
Sciences

2021 2025

Dec. 2021

Linguistics
General

(non discipline-

specific)

Sept. 2022 Feb. 2023

General

(non discipline-

specific)

Sept. 2023

DaSCH



4

A Consortium built among Partners 

Social 
Sciences

2021 2025

Dec. 2021

Linguistics
General

(non discipline-

specific)

Sept. 2022 Feb. 2023

General

(non discipline-

specific)

Sept. 2023

DaSCH

All researchers in 

CH can deposit data 

free of charge

Only researchers 

from Unil can 

deposit data (free)

Only researchers 

from Unine can 

deposit data (free)

All researchers in 

CH can deposit data 

free of charge

National DSU National DSU Institutional DSU Institutional DSU



5

>Online Platform – Multidisciplinary platform for the sharing 

and preserving of Swiss research data, with tailored 

metadata for: 

→ Long-term preservation, access and reuse.

>Data Services – Data curation, support and consultation 

services direct to researchers and other data professionals.

What is SWISSUbase?
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>Data stored and eventually lost on personal computers

>No broader knowledge/visibility of the data collected

>No valorization of the researchers’ data processing efforts

>Data is insufficiently structured and labelled/described

>Difficulty to share the data internally and/or externally

>No reuse of the huge amount of data collected

General situation of data handling
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Benefits of SWISSUbase

>General and discipline-specific metadata (EN, FR, DE, IT)

>Multilingual user interface (EN, FR, DE)

>Data curation by archiving experts

>Personal support & consultation services

>Data hosted on Swiss servers (SWITCH)

>Free for researchers (!)
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Current Data Access Governance

Access levels

>Open

>Restricted

>Switch and CLARIN authentication services

Usage Licenses (dataset level)

>Open: Creative Commons licenses

>Restricted
>Usage (Teaching, Research, both)
>Prior approval by the author

>Usage license choice assessed by data curators
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>No «deposit and forget» data repository

>No Virtual Research Environment

>No Live Archive with living data

What SWISSUbase is NOT
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Data deposit at the end of the research life cycle
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Compliance with International Standards

Data Metadata

Long-term Preservation
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The Platform: Three User Groups in the Platform

Project elaboration
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> Rich metadata > Services and expertise

What makes SWISSUbase unique?
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Pluggable rich metadataRich metadata

Projec
t
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SWISSUbase: A Network of Services

SWISSUbase: Coordination of Services

> Services provided by SWISSUbase teams to Data Service Units

> Services provided by Data Service Units to Researchers
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SWISSUbase Teams
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> Services and expertise based on 25+ years of 

experience in sharing and archiving research data

> Guides

> Trainings

> Helpline

> Policy Support

Services

> Community-building and knowledge sharing 
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Data Service Units
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Data service units at partner institutions:

>Support for researchers

>Data depositors: Data preparation and deposit

>Data consumers: Finding and reusing data 

>Data Stewards

>Data curation and archiving

> Institutional or discipline-specific (national), depending on the structure

Data Service Units
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Data Service Units

Structure of Data service units
A table with text on it

Description automatically generated

https://info.swissubase.ch/resources/?sr=927
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Network of Data Service Units

> FORS Data Service: Social sciences – all CH

> LaRS (Language Repository of Switzerland): Linguistics – all CH

> UNIL Data Service: Across 7 UNIL faculties 

> UNINE Data Service: Across 4 UNINE faculties

> DaSCH: Humanities – all CH (to come in 2025)
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Need help? Get Support.

Visit our Help Centre for more information

>… discover our User Guide 

>… read our FAQs

https://info.swissubase.ch/resources/?sr=815
https://info.swissubase.ch/resources/?sr=929
https://info.swissubase.ch/resources/?sr=931
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SWISSUbase:
A platform for sharing and preserving Swiss research data.

Share, find & access 

research data:

swissubase.ch

Discover our mission, services 

& how we can support you:

info.swissubase.ch

Contact Us:

contact@swissubase.ch

http://www.swissubase.ch/
http://www.info.swissubase.ch/
mailto:contact@swissubase.ch


www.swissubase.ch

CREDITS: This presentation template was created including Feather 

icons, infographics & images by Freepik, illustrations by Stories, 
presentation templates by PresentationGo and freeicons.io

Thank you!
Penelope Weissman, Research Data 

Specialist
Penelope.Weissman@fors.until.ch

Stefan Buerli, Project Leader

Stefan.buerli@fors.unil.ch

Jennifer Dean, Project Manager
Jennifer.dean@fors.unil.ch

Bojana Tasic, Technical Leader
Bojana.tasic@fors.unil.ch

http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://stories.freepik.com/?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_contents_of_this_template&utm_term=stories_by_freepik&utm_content=stories
mailto:Penelope.Weissman@fors.until.ch
mailto:stefan.buerli@fors.unil.ch
mailto:Bojana.tasic@fors.unil.ch
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