MULTI-GROUNDED PARTITIONS AND CHARACTER FORMULAS

JEHANNE DOUSSE AND ISAAC KONAN

ABSTRACT. We introduce a new generalisation of partitions, multi-grounded partitions, related to
ground state paths indexed by dominant weights of Lie algebras. We use these to express charac-
ters of irreducible highest weight modules of Kac—-Moody algebras of affine type as generating functions
for multi-grounded partitions. This generalises the approach of our previous paper, where only irre-
ducible highest weight modules with constant ground state paths were considered, to all ground state
paths. As an application, we compute the characters of the level 1 modules of the affine Lie algebras

AP (n>2), D) (n>2), AZ)_ (n>3), B (n > 3), and DL (n > 4).

1. INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF RESULTS

Let g be a Kac-Moody affine Lie algebra and let b* be the dual of its Cartan subalgebra. Let PT be
the set of dominant integral weights, and L(\) an irreducible highest weight g-module of highest weight
A € P*. Then the character of L()\) is defined as

ch(L(A)) = Y dimL(A), - e,
neb*

where e is a formal exponential, and dim L(\),, is the dimension of the weight space L(\), in the weight
space decomposition
L) = L),
ner
More background and definitions can be found in Section 2.1.

Character formulas have been widely studied, starting with the famous Weyl-Kac character formula
[Kac90]:

5w sgnlu)er )0 )
HaeA+(1 — e~)dimga .

where W is the Weyl group of g, AT the set of positive roots of g, sgn(w) the signature of w, p € h* the
Weyl vector, and g, the a root space of g.

Equation (1.1) is beautiful, but it is not so well suited to compute characters in practice. Moreover,
even though by definition e=*ch(L())) is a series with positive coefficients in the e~’s, this positivity
is not explicit from the formulation in (1.1). We now briefly explain what solutions have been given
to work around these issues, and present a new method which allows us to give simple non-specialised
character formulas using perfect crystals and a new generalisation of integer partitions.

ch(L(N)) =

The first solution to obtain simple character formulas is to perform certain specialisations, i.e. for
each of the simple roots «;, applying the transformations e™®* — ¢® for some integer s;. Using this
method, it is possible to transform the Weyl-Kac character formula into infinite products. From this
point of view, the most effective specialisation is the principal specialisation, where e~% — ¢ for all 1.
It has been widely exploited in the theory of partition identities related to representations of affine Lie
algebras, see for example [Cap93, GOW16, MP87, MP99, MP01, Nan14, Pri94, PS16, Sil17]. Lepowsky
and Milne [LM78a, LM78b] were the first to expose the connection by noting that up to the (¢;¢%)oo
factor, the principal specialisation of the Weyl-Kac character formula for level 3 standard modules of
the affine Lie algebra Agl) is the product side of the Rogers—Ramanujan identities:

R
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Here and in the whole paper, we use the standard g¢-series notation: for n € NU {oo} and j € N,

n—1

(a;q)n == [ (1 — ad®),
k=0
(a1,-..,a55@)n = (a1;@)n -~ (053 Dn-
Lepowsky and Wilson [LW84, LW85] later gave an interpretation of the sum side by constructing a basis
of these standard modules using vertex operators. Their method has then led to the discovery of many
new g¢-series and partition identities, see e.g. [Cap93, Nanl4, PS16, Sil17].
However, without performing a specialisation, it is in general difficult to reduce the Weyl-Kac character

formula to obtain a combinatorially simple character formula, with perhaps the exception of the Kac—
Peterson formulas [KP84], which still required a lot work using modular forms.

On the other hand, Bartlett and Warnaar [BW15] gave non-specialised formulas with explicitly positive
(2)

2n

Df_?_l as sums using Hall-Littlewood polynomials. This led them to generalisations for the Macdonald

identities for BSY, Y, Aéi)_l, Agzn), and ij_l. Using Macdonald-Koornwinder theory, Rains and
Warnaar [RW] found additional character formulas for these Lie algebras, together with new Rogers—
Ramanujan type identities.

In a different direction, Kang, Kashiwara, Misra, Miwa, Nakashima, and Nakayashiki [KKM"92a,
KKM™92b] introduced the theory of perfect crystals to study the irreducible highest weight modules over
quantum affine algebras. The proved the so-called “(KMN)? crystal base character formula” [KKM*92a],

h(IL(V) = 3 e,

peP(N)

coeflicients for the characters of certain highest weight modules of the affine Lie algebras Cﬁll), A7 and

which expresses the character ch(L(\)) as series indexed by A-paths. Here the weight wtp is computed
using the energy function of a perfect crystal. More detail will be given in Section 2.2.

Prime [Pri99] was the first to use this character formula to give new Rogers—Ramanujan type identities
related to the level 1 standard modules of Agl) and Aél). The product side came from the principally
specialised Weyl-Kac character formula again, while the sum side came from the principally specialised
(KMN)? crystal base character formula. In a couple of previous papers [DK19a, DK19b], the authors

generalised Primc’s identities to Agllll for all n, and managed to avoid doing a specialisation, therefore
retrieving the Kac—Peterson character formula with all its parameters. To do this, we established a
bijection between A-paths and a new generalisation of partitions called “grounded partitions”, in the
case where the ground state path is constant.

Recall that a partition 7 of a positive integer n is a non-increasing sequence of natural numbers
(m1,...,ms), called parts, whose sum is n, the partitions of 4 being (4), (3,1), (2,2), (2,1,1), and
(1,1,1,1). Grounded partitions, which are defined more rigorously in Section 2.3, are partitions whose
smallest part is fixed, where all the parts are coloured and satisfy particular difference conditions. In
[DK19b], using a bijection and the (KMN)? crystal base character formula, we obtained new character
formulas expressing the characters directly as generating functions for grounded partitions:

S O(mg = e eh(L V),

7r€796'>g
e~*ch(L(\))
m)g™ = ——— 0 .
3 ctmar = 2 (1)

where P and P> are sets of grounded partitions depending on the module considered and on the
energy function of the corresponding crystal, ¢ = e~/ where § = doag + droy + - - - + dp_10vn—1 is the
null root, and C(r) is the colour sequence of the grounded partition 7. This character formula is stated
more rigorously in Theorem 2.10.

However useful, this formula only applies for standard modules whose ground state paths are constant,
which is not the case of most modules. The goal of this paper is to extend our method to treat all
standard modules, whatever their ground state paths are. To do so, we extend our definition of grounded
partitions and introduce so-called “multi-grounded partitions”. We define them rigorously and prove their
connection with crystals and characters in Section 3, but let us already say that among other conditions,
multi-grounded partitions now have their ¢ smallest parts fixed for some ¢ > 1.
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Again, by establishing a bijection with A-paths, we transform the (KMN)? crystal base character for-
mula into a character formula using generating functions on multi-grounded partitions (all the notations
will become clear once the reader gets to Section 3).

Theorem 1.1. Setting ¢ = e %/(@D) gnd ¢, = e" for all b € B, we have Cgo """ Cgs_y = 1, and the

character of the irreducible highest weight Uy(g)-module L(X) is given by the following expressions:

Y. C(md™ = e (L),

>
#thcgo-~-cgt71

S can - 20
WE?P%O"'CQt—l (q q )OO

One big advantage of Theorem 1.1 is that one does not need to perform a specialisation, and that,
being generating functions for combinatorial objects, the series always have obviously positive coefficients.
Moreover, as we will see in Section 4, these generating functions are relatively easy to compute in practice.

As examples of application, we use our new method and Theorem 1.1 to compute character formulas
for irreducible highest weight level one modules of classical Lie algebras:
Ag for Aéi) (n>2),
Ao and A, for fo_zl(n > 2),
Ao, Ay for A (n>3),
Ao and A4 for Br(Ll)(n > 3),

o Ao, Ay, A1, A, for DS (n > 4).

All these formulas are non-specialised, with obviously positive coefficients, and are either infinite products
or sums of two infinite products. We restrict ourselves to examples of level 1 in this paper for brevity,
but the method applies in theory to any level.

The first two formulas were already proved in Wakimoto’s book [Wak01, pages 55 and 57]. These
identities were reproved by the second author in [Kon20] using another method based on a generalisation

of Glaisher’s identity [Gla83] through a Sylvester-style bijection. Nonetheless, we reprove them here to
illustrate that our new method gives very simple proofs.

Theorem 1.2 (Wakimoto). Let n > 2, and let Ao, ..., A, be the fundamental weights and aq, . . ., o, be
the simple roots of Agzn) Let 6 = 2a + - + 20,1 + «p, be the null root. Let us set

g=¢%? and ¢; = et tanatean/2 for qil i € {1,...,n}.

We have

n

e Mch(L(Ao)) = [ (=erdi ¢*)oo(—¢; "¢ ¢%)oo-
k=1

Theorem 1.3 (Wakimoto). Let n > 2, and let Ay, ..., A, be the fundamental weights and «y, . .., a, be
the simple roots of Df}_l. Let 6 = ag + - -+ + «y, be the null root. Let us set

g=e¢° and c;=e*T T forallic {1,...,n}.
We have
_ 1 . B
e AOCh(L(AO)) = W H(*qu;QZ)oo(*Ck 4 ¢%) o (1.3)
bl o0 k=1
_ 1 . _
e Mnch(L(A,)) = T H(—ckqQ;QQ)OO(—ckl;qQ)oo. (1.4)
b o0 k=1

We now turn to character formulas which, to our knowledge, are new. They rely on the parity of the
number of parts, we therefore introduce some notation before stating them.

Let G = G(x1,...,2,) be a power series in several variables x1,...,x,. For k& < n, we denote
by ;... z,(G) the sub-series of G where we only keep the terms in which the sum of the powers of
Z1,...,%k is even. Note that if G has only positive coefficients, then the same is true for &, . 5, (G) for

all k. There is a simple formula to obtain &, . 4, (G) from G:

1

Earn (G) = 5(G(gal, e T Tty - s )+ G(=T1, sy —Thoy Thog1s - - - ,xn)). (1.5)
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We can now state our character formulas in a simple form.

Theorem 1.4. Let n > 3, and let Ay, ..., A, be the fundamental weights and aq, . .., c, be the simple
roots of Aéi),l. Let 0 = ag + a1 + 2 -+ + 20,1 + ay, be the null root. Let us set

g=e"%? and c¢; =¥t tanatan/2 for il i€ {1,...,n}.

We have

e Moch(L(Ag)) = Eerion ( H —crq; q°) Ck1Q§q2)oo>

2. 4 n i
=% (H(—qu;q) (=o' a:4°) H (erd: 6)oc (€42 ") ) (1.6)

k=1
e Mch(L(Ay)) =&, ((qz; 0oo(—c16°; 6P oo (110567 ) oo H(—qu; 0*)oo(—c; a3 q2)<><>>

(% q")

n
=5 ((—01613;612)00(—01161_1; so [ ] (—ex@56*) oo (—c; ' a3 %) oo (1.7)
k=2
n
+(16% )0 (71076 o0 H(qu;QQ)oo(Ck1Q;q2)oo> :
k=2

The next theorem concerns the Lie algebra B(l). Note that the second author proved a character
formula for L(A,), another level 1 module, in [Kon20]. However we do not reprove it here as it can be
easily proved using the character formula (1.2) of [DK19b] and does not need any of the innovations of
the current paper. However, the character formulas for the modules L(Ag) and L(A;) are derived using
the new tools from Theorem 1.1.

Theorem 1.5. Let n > 3, and let Ay, ..., A, be the fundamental weights and o, . .., o, be the simple
roots of B,(ll). Let § = ag + a1 + 200 - - - + 20y, be the null root. Let us set

g=e%2 cy=1, and ¢ =¥t Tt forallie {1,...,n}.

We have

e M0ch(L(Ag)) = Ecprer.orcn ((—COQ;qz)ooH(—qu;q2)oo(—ck1q;q2)oo> (1.8)
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(qu;q2)oo(c;1q;q2)oo> :

—= 7

e Mch(L(A1)) = Ecprorien ((_COQ§q2)oo<_clq3;q2)oo(_cl1q_1;q2)oo (—crq; qz)oo(_cqu;q2)oo>

k

/|
v

[N

((—q; 0)oo(—€10% %) oo (€1 0750700 [ [ (—ex5 4o (€1 "0 4%)oc (1.9)

k=2

+(656%) oo (16%; 6P oo (1105670 H x5 4%)oo (¢ 450700 )

We conclude with the four level 1 standard modules of D(l)

Theorem 1.6. Let n > 4, and let Ay, ..., A, be the fundamental weights and «, ..., o, be the simple
roots of D7(L1). Let 6 = ag + a1 + 2000 -+ - + 20tp—2 + Q1 + vy 35 the null root. Let us set

g=e? and ¢; =¥t Ton—ztan—a/2en/2 for il e {1,...,n}.
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H(_CkQ§q2)oo(_Ck1Q;q2)oo> , (1.10)

n
(—e16%6%) oo (=1 105 0% oo H(—qu;q2)oo(—c;1q;q2)oc> , (L11)
k=2
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n—1
e M ch(L(An—1)) = Ecpen | (—Cni 0P oo(—0n 010 H(_qu2§q2)oo(_ck1§q2)oo> , (1.12)
k=1
n—1
e Mch(L(An)) = Eer...oen ((qu2§q2)oo(cn1;q2)oo H(quQ;QQ)oo(cgl;qQ)oo> : (1.13)
k=1

Note that these character formulas for Aéi), B,gl), and Dn2+)1 are reminiscent of the specialised character
formulas given by Bernard and Thierry-Mieg using string functions in [BTM87]. Some more formulas of
the same kind, but involving only products (not sums of products), can be found in Wakimoto’s book

[Wak01, pages 50 to 58].

The paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, we recall some basics on affine Lie algebras, perfect
crystals, and the theory of grounded partitions introduced in [DK19b]. In Section 3, we introduce multi-
grounded partitions and prove Theorem 1.1. In Section 4, we use our new theory to prove the character
formulas of Theorems 1.2-1.6.

2. PERFECT CRYSTALS AND GROUNDED PARTITIONS

In this section, we briefly recall the connection between grounded partitions and characters of Lie
algebra modules whose ground state path is constant, introduced in our previous paper [DK19b]. Here
we only recall the major definitions. For a more detailed introduction, we refer the reader to the book
of Hong and Kang [HK02] or to our previous paper [DK19b]. Throughout this paper, we follow the
notation of [HK02].

2.1. Affine Lie algebras and character formulas. We start by recalling some basic definitions on
affine Lie algebras.

Let g = g(A) be a Kac-Moody affine Lie algebra with generalised Cartan matrix A = (aiaj)i,je{o ..... no1}
Let b be the Cartan subalgebra of g and h* be its dual. We have h = C ®z PV, where PV =
Zho ® Zhy @ - - @ Zhp_1 ® Zd with hg, ..., h,_1,d linearly independent. PV is called the dual weight
lattice. Define linear functionals a; and A; (i € {0,...,n — 1}) on b such that

(
<hj, Oéi> = O(,'(hj) =ajq <d, ozi> = Oéi(d) = 57;70

The set I := {a; | i € {0,...,n—1}} C b* is the set of simple roots, and IIV := {h; | i € {0,...,n—1}} C
b is the set of simple coroots. We also set P := {\ € h* | \(PY) C Z} to be the weight lattice. It contains
the set of dominant integral weights P™ :={\ € P | A(h;) € Z> for all i € {0,...,n — 1}}.

The quintuple (A, I, 11V, P, PV) is called the Cartan datum of g.

We also define the coroot lattice PV := Zhy@Zh1 & - - - & Zh,,_1, and its complexification h = C®z PV.
The Z-submodule P := ZAg ® ZA1 @ - -- @ ZA,,_, of P is called the lattice of classical weights.

Let Pt := 2?2—01 Z>oA; be the set of dominant weights.

The center Zc = {h € PV : (h,a;) =0 foralli € {0,...,n — 1}} of g is one-dimensional, generated
by the canonical central element ¢ = cohg + -+ + ¢n—1hn—1. The space of imaginary roots Zé = {\ €
P : {(h;yA) = O0foralli € {0,...,n — 1}} of g is also one-dimensional, generated by the null root
0= dQOéO —+ d1a1 “+ e+ dn_lan_l.

The level of a dominant weight A € P is the integer £ such that (c,\) = £. We denote by Py (resp.
P}") the set of weights (resp. dominant weights) of level £.

Let Uy(g) (vesp. U;(g)) be the quantum affine algebra (vesp. derived quantum affine algebra) associated
to g. Let M be an integrable U,(g)-module. It has a weight space decomposition M = @, . p My, where
My={veM|q¢" v=¢ My for all h € PV}. Assuming that dim My < oo for all A € wt(M), the
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character of M is defined by
ch(M):= > dimM,-e*,
Aewt(M)

where wt(M) = {\ € P | My # 0}, and the e*’s are formal basis elements of the group algebra C[h*],
with the multiplication defined by e*et = e H,

Let L(\) be an irreducible highest weight U, (g)-module of highest weight A € P*. Then its character
is given by

e Ach(L(N) = Y dimL(\), e € Z[[e ™™, ie{0,...,n—1}]].
nebh*

In other words, the character e"*ch(L())) is a series with positive coefficients in the e~®:’s. For a fixed
weight A € P, the irreducible highest weight g-modules of weight A can be identified with the irreducible
highest weight U, (g)-modules of weight A, and we have equality of characters.

2.2. Perfect crystals. We now briefly recall notions on perfect crystals which are necessary to state
the (KMN)? crystal base character formula. We assume that the reader is somewhat familiar with the
basic definitions of crystal bases and quantum algebras, or can quickly catch up by reading Chapters 4
and 10 of [HKO02] or our thorough introduction in [DK19b].

Let Oiqnt denote the category of integrable U,(g)-modules. To each module M = @,.p My € Oiqnt’
one can associate a corresponding crystal base (£, ), which is unique up to isomorphism. There is a

crystal graph associated to B, which has vertex set B, and oriented edges
b5V ifandonlyif fib=1b (or equivalently ;" = b),
where ¢€; and ﬁ are the Kashiwara operators.
For i € {0,...,n — 1}, the functions &;, ¢; : B — Z are defined as follows:
gi(b) = max{k >0 | é¥b € B},
©:(b) = max{k > 0| fkb € B}.

Now define
n—1 n—1
eb) = eid)Ai, and  @b) =Y @i(b)As.
1=0 1=0

We then have wtb = ¢(b) — £(b), and for all b € B such that é;b # 0,
wt(€;b) — wtb = .

An energy function on B® B is a map H : B® B — Z satisfying, for all i € {0,...,n—1} and by, by with
éi(bl & bg) #0,

H(b1®b2) if i£0,
H(éi(bl & bZ)) = H(b1 ® bg) + 1 if =0 and (po(bl) Z Eo(bg)
H(b1 (24 bg) —1 if =0 and gOo(bl) < Eo(bg).

By definition, in the crystal graph of B® B, the value of H(b; ® by) determines the values H(b] ® b}) for
all vertices b} ® b/, in the same connected component as b; ® by. Energy functions will play a key role in
the (KMN)? crystal base character formula.

Perfect crystals, introduced by Kang, Kashiwara, Misra, Miwa, Nakashima, and Nakayashiki [KKM*92a,
KKM™92b], provide a construction of the crystal base B()) of any irreducible U, (g)-module L(A) corre-
sponding to a classical weight A € PT.

Definition 2.1. ([HK02, Definition 10.5.1]) For a positive integer ¢, a finite classical crystal B is said to
be a perfect crystal of level ¢ for the quantum affine algebra U, (g) if
(1) there is a finite-dimensional Uy (g)-module with a crystal base whose crystal graph is isomorphic
to B (when the 0-arrows are removed);
(2) B® B is connected;
(3) there exists a classical weight Ag such that

1
wt(B) C Ao+ — g Z<oai and By, | =1;
do <~
1#0
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(4) for any b € B, we have
(c,e(0)) = ) ei(®)Ai(e) = 45
=0
(5) for each A € P;" := {§u € P* | {c,pu) = £}, there exist unique vectors b* and by in B such that
e(b)) = X and go(bA) A

Let us fix a perfect crystal B for the remainder of this section. The maps A — £(by) and A — o)
then define two bijections on P,". As a consequence of the vertex operator theory ([HK02, (10.4.4)]), for
any A\ € }5;7 there is a natural crystal isomorphism

B(\) = B(e(by)) ®@ B (2.1)
U\ > Ug(by) ® by.

We now define the famous ground state paths and A-paths, which are related with grounded and
multi-grounded partitions.

Definition 2.2. For \ € }52', the ground state path of weight X is the tensor product

A= (06)iZo = Q@1 @G- Qg1 ® go,
where g € B for all £ > 0, and
Ao = A go = b (2.2)
A1 = €(ba,) k1 = by, forall £>0.
A tensor product p = (pi)72 o = Q@ Prt1 D Pk ® - - @ p1 @ po of elements p;, € B is said to be a A-path

if pp = g for k large enough. Let P()) denote the set of A-paths .
TIterating (2.1), we obtain the following isomorphism.
Theorem 2.3. ([HK02, Theorem 10.6.4]) Let A € P;". Then there is a crystal isomorphism
B(\) = P(N)
Uy — P
between the crystal base B(A) of L(\) and the set P(\) of A-paths.

The crystal structure of P(\) can be described as follows ([HK02, (10.48)]). For any p = (pi)72, €
P(A), let N > 0 be the smallest integer such that p, = gy for all k > N. We have

N-1
wtp = Ay + Z wtpy,

k=0
Ep = - QgN+1®E (N - @ po),
fip = "'®9N+1®f~.i(gN®"'®p0)a

ei(p) = max (&i(p') — wi(gn),0),
i(p) = @i(p') +max (¢i(gn) —€i(p'),0),
where p’ :=py_1 ® -+ @ p1 ® pp, and wt is viewed as the classical weight of an element of B or P(\).

We are now ready to state the (KMN)? crystal base character formula, which gives an explicit expres-
sion for the affine weight wtp and connects it with the character of L(\).

Theorem 2.4 ((KMN)? crystal base character formula [KKM*92a]). Let A € P/, let H be an energy
function on BB, and let p = (p)5>y € P(A). Then the weight of p and the character of the irreducible
highest weight Uy (g)-module L(X\) are given by the following expressions:

) o L (S [e%e]
wip = A+ 3 (Wipy — WEgr) — o= (k+1) (Hprsr @p0) = Higrn @91)), (23)
k=0 k=0
= A+ | (wipr — wig) Z (Pj+1 @ p;) — H(gj+1 @9;)) |
k= j=
ch(L(N) = Y e (2.4)
pEP(N)



A specialisation of Theorem 2.4 gives the following corollary in the special case where the ground
state path is constant.

Corollary 2.5. Suppose that \ € ]5; is such that by = b* = g, and set H(g® g) = 0. Then wtg = 0,
gr =g for all k € Z>o, and we have

o0 o0
wtp = A+ Y | whpy — Z (i1 @ p;)
k=0 j=k

2.3. Grounded partitions. To make the connection between character formulas and partitions (in
particular the Prime partition identity), we introduced the concept of grounded partitions in [DK19b].
First, recall the definition of these objects.

Definition 2.6. Let C be a set of colours, and let Z¢ = {k. : k € Z,c € C} be the set of integers coloured
with the colours of C. Let > be a binary relation defined on Z¢. A generalised coloured partition with

relation > is a finite sequence (o, ..., ms) of coloured integers, such that for all i € {0,...,s — 1},
T > T4l
In the following, if 7 = (mo,...,7s) is a generalised coloured partition, then ¢(m;) € C denotes the

colour of the part m;. The quantity |w| = g + -+ + 7, is the weight of 7, and C(7) = ¢(mg) - - - ¢(ms) is
its colour sequence.

Fix a particular colour ¢, € C. Grounded partitions, which are directly related to constant ground
state paths, are defined as follows.

Definition 2.7 ([DK19b]). A grounded partition with ground c, and relation > is a non-empty gen-
eralised coloured partition 7 = (7, ..., ms) with relation -, such that 7, = 0, , and when s > 0,
Te_1 # Oc, - Let PC: denote the set of such partitions.

For the remainder of this section, we fix B a perfect crystal of level ¢ for Uq(g). Let A be a weight of
PZ such that by = b* = g, i.e. having a constant ground state path py = ---® ¢ ® ¢ ® g. Let H be an
energy function on B ® B such that H(g ® g) = 0. Let Cg = {cp : b € B} be the set of colours indexed
by B. We define the binary relation > on Z¢, by

ke, > k. if and only if k — k' = H(Y' ®b).

b/
Then the set of A-paths is in bijection with the set of grounded partitions Pc'>g .

Proposition 2.8 ([DK19b]). Let ¢ be the map between \-paths and grounded partitions defined as
follows:

¢: prr(mo,.. ., Ts—1,0¢,),
where p = (pr)k>0 s @ A-path in P(X), s > 0 is the unique non-negative integer such that ps_1 # g and
pr =g for allk > s, and for allk € {1,...,s—1}, the part m, has colour c,, and size Zj;,lg H(pj+1®p;).
Then ¢ is a bijection between P(N) and PC'>g. Furthermore, by taking c, = €™, we have for all w € 776'>g,

5|x|

e—)\+wt(¢7’1(ﬂ')) — C’(ﬂ')e*W.
We also described a connection with the set ’PE; of grounded partitions for the relation > defined by
ke, > k;b, if and only if k — k¥ > H(V' ®@).

One can view the partitions of 73> as the partitions of 73>> such that the differences between consecutive
parts are minimal. However, P> is not exactly the set of all minimal partitions of P> because, contrarily
to PZ, the set P>§ has some partltlons 7 = (mo,...,ms—1,0,) such that c(ms_ 1) = ¢, Nonetheless,
these tvvo sets of grounded partitions are related by the following proposition.

Proposition 2.9 ([DK19b]). Let P., be the set of grounded partitions where all parts have colour c,.
There is a bijection ® between 7335 and P2 x Pe,, such that if ©(w) = (p,v), then 7| = |u| + |v|, and
by setting ¢, = 1, we have C(m) = C(u).

This allowed us to give a character formula in terms of generating functions for grounded partitions.
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Theorem 2.10 ([DK19b]). Let B be a perfect crystal of level £ for Uy(g). Let A € ﬁzr having a constant
ground state path py = ---QgRgRg. Settingq=e%% and c; = "™ for all b € B, we have cg =1, and
the character of the irreducible highest weight Uy (g)-module L(\) is given by the following expressions:

D C(m)g™ = e reh(L(N)),

TePL,
e~ ch(L(\))
)™ = ——20
WEZ:P% Clrie (4 9o

In [DK19b], we applied Theorem 2.10 to the case of the level 1 irreducible highest weight modules of
Agll) 1, and retrieved the Kac—Peterson character formula [KP84]. Provided that one is able to compute
the generating function for grounded partitions, it can in principle yield character formulas for all the
irreducible highest weight modules of level ¢ having a constant ground state path.

For any Lie algebra and any level, we can always obtain a constant ground state path by considering,
for any perfect crystal B, the tensor product B = B ® BY, where BY is the dual of B. However, it is
sometimes difficult to find a nice formula for an energy function on B ® B given an energy function on
B®B. Moreover, it can also be difficult to find a nice expression for the generating function for grounded
partitions corresponding to B. Therefore Theorem 2.10 is difficult to apply in some cases.

We present a solution to this problem in the next section, by introducing multi-grounded partitions
which allow us to directly handle the case where the ground state path is not a constant sequence.

3. MULTI-GROUNDED PARTITIONS

3.1. Definition. In the spirit of grounded partitions, we now define multi-grounded partitions. Con-
trarily to grounded partitions, not only their smallest part is fixed, but their ¢ smallest parts are fixed
for some ¢t > 1. This will allows us to make a connection with characters of irreducible highest weight
modules having a ground state path with period t.

Definition 3.1. Let C be a set of colors, Z¢ the set of integers coloured with colours in C, and > a binary

relation defined on Z¢. Suppose that there exist some colors cg,,...,¢c4,_, in C and unique coloured
inte (0) {¢=1) h th
GETS Ucyy s - - - 5 Uey, , SUC that
uw® 4. 4D =, (3.1)
0 1 -1 0

uf? = ull) ==l w0 (3.2)
Then a multi-grounded partition with ground cgy,...,c4,_, and relation > is a non-empty generalised
coloured partition m = (mp, -, Ts— 1,u¢(:2()),,u£it_jl)) with relation >, such that (me_s, - ,m5_1) #
(ugg)[)), .. ugf 1)) in terms of coloured integers.

We denote by cho,,,cgtil the set of multi-grounded partitions with ground go, ..., g:—1 and relation .

Example 3.2. Let us consider the set of colours C = {ci1,ca,c3}, the matriz

2 2 2
M=[0 o 2],
2 0 2

and define the relation = on Zc¢ by ke, = ki, if and only if k — k" > My .

If we choose (go, g1) = (1,3), the pair (u(®,uM) = (1, 1) is the unique pair satisfying (3.1) and (3.2).
The generalised coloured partitions (3cq,3cqy3cys —less legs —Lles) and (LegyBeqs Legs 3eqs —Llegs Loy, —leg ) are
examples of multi-grounded partitions with ground cq,cs and relation =, while (1¢,, —1es, 1ey, —1¢y) and
(2¢y51¢y, —1cy) are not.

Remark 3.3. In Definition 3.1, note that Conditions (3.1) and (3.2) are the same for any cyclic permu-
tation of cgy,...,Cq,_,. Thus, if grounded partitions are well-defined for fived grounds cyy,...,cq,_, and
relation >, then grounded partitions for any cyclic permutation

Cgsr+++1Cgi1,Cgor---1Cqg,1 Of the grounds and relation > are also well-defined. Moreover, if the unique

coloured integers corresponding to the ground cy,,...,cq,_, are uﬁgi, . ,u((:’; B , then the unique coloured

. . (2) (t 1) (0) (i—1)
integers corresponding to the ground cg,,...,Cg, 1, CgoyevvyCqy ATE Ucy yevnyUey 5 Ucy s ey Uy -
9



Note that grounded partitions are the particular case of multi-grounded partitions where the ground
is just one colour.

3.2. Connection with perfect crystals. As we did with grounded partitions, we now establish a
connection between multi-grounded partitions and ground state paths of perfect crystals. The difference
is that now, multi-grounded partitions allow us to treat the case where the ground state path is not a
constant sequence.

Let B be a perfect crystal of level ¢, and let A € ]5; be a level £ dominant classical weight with ground
state path px = (gx)r>0- The fact that the set P, is finite implies the periodicity of the sequence (g;)i>0
(see (2.2)). Let us set t to be the period of the ground state path, i.e. the smallest non-negative integer
k such that g = go. Let H be an energy function on B ® B. Since B ® B is connected, H is uniquely
determined by fixing its value on a particular by ® by € B® B.

We now define the function Hy, for all b,b’ € B® B, by

t—1

1
H\(b@b):=HObRV) - - > H(gew1 @ gk) - (3.3)
k=0
Thus we have
t—1
> Ha(grsr ® gi) = 0. (3.4)
k=0

The function H) satisfies all the properties of energy functions, except that it only has integer values
when ¢ divides 22;10 H(gr+1 ® gi). In the particular case where t = 1 (where the ground state path is
constant), the function H) is the unique energy function which satisfies Hy(go ® go) = 0. This condition
plays a key role in the connection between grounded partitions and A-paths.

Note that for any energy function H, we always have

t—1 t—1 t—1
t+1 1
;(k + 1) Hx(grv1 ® gr) = ;O(k + 1) H(grv1 ® gr) — — ;H(gkﬂ ® gr) € §Z~

The quantity above is an integer as soon as t is odd, and is equal to 0 when ¢ = 1. Thus we can choose
a suitable divisor D of 2¢ such that DH,(B® B) C Z and %Zi;lo(k + 1)DH)(gk+1 ® gr) € Z. In the
whole paper, D always denotes such an integer.

For the particular case ¢ = 1, which corresponds to the case of a constant ground state path, we can
always choose D = 1.

Let us now consider the set of colours Cg indexed by B, and let us define, for the remainder of this
paper, the relations > and > on Z¢, by

ke, >k, <=k —k' = DH\(V'®V), (3.5)
ke, > ki, <=k —k > DH\(V' ®0).

We can define multi-grounded partitions associated with these relations, as can be seen in the next
proposition.

Proposition 3.4. The set Pf?go'“cgtfl (resp. on'“cgtfl) of multi-grounded partitions with ground
Cgor- -+ Cq_, and relation > (resp. >>) is the set of non-empty generalised coloured partitions ™ =
(T, -+, Ts—1, ng()) yee ,ug;t_i)) with relation > (resp. > ), such that (ms_¢, -+ ,Ts—1) # (ug?}, e 7u§;;11)),

and for all k € {0,...,t — 1},

t—1 t—1
1 .
k) — = > (i +1)DH(gj41 ® g;) + Y DHx(g41 ® g;). (3.7)
j=0 j=k
Proof. First, we check that the colours cg,,...,cq,_, and the coloured integers uf}jg,,ugt‘jf satisfy

the conditions in Definition 3.1 for both relations > and >>.
10



We have u®) — u*+1) = DH, (gr41 ® gr), so (3.2) is true for both > and >. To check that (3.1) is
true as well, we do the computation:

t—1 t—1 t—1 t—1
1
k

S u® =% -2 > (G + )DHx(gj1 ® g;) + > DHx(gj41 ® gj)
k=0 k=0 j=0 j=k

t—1 t—1t—1

Z j+1)DHA(gj11®g;5) + Y > DH(gj11® g5)

Jj= k=0 j=k

=0.

Moreover, the choice of integers u(?),... u(*~1) is unique. Indeed, by (3.5) and (3.2), they satisfy
u® — ) > DH, (gry1 ® gr) for all k € {0,...,t — 1} (with the convention that u(®) = u(*)). Thus,
by (3.4), they must satisfy

0 = u©® — ) 4y @ (-2 D) 1) _ )
> DHx(91 ® go) + DHx(92 ® g1) + -+ DH)\(gt—1 ® g+—2) + DHx(9: ® g+—1)

and this implies that «*) — «*+1) = DH,(gx1 ® gr) for all k € {0,...,t — 1},
Finally, by (3.1), we have
0= u® 4. 4 yt=D
_ ) 4 2 @) (D - O 4O

which gives us the value of u(©):

t—1

1
w© = = Z(k + 1)DHx(gk+1 @ gk)-
k=0

The other values (3.7) are then fully determined by the equalities u®) — 1) = DH)\(gk4+1 ®gx). O

To make a more general connection between multi-grounded partitions and character formulas, we
define some additional sets of multi-grounded partitions. For any positive integer d, we denote by
d770>§0 gy the set of multi-grounded partitions 7 = (mg, - , Ts— 1,%23 Yoo ,ugt_jl)) of Pf?o Cor_ s such

that for all k € {0,...,s — 1},

T — Thp1 — DH\(prs1 @ pr) € dZ>o ,

0
where ¢(7;) = ¢, and 7, = uggi

Finally, let 573550 g, , (¥eSD. P o tPL .., ) denote the set of multi-grounded partitions
d . o e .
of P .., . (resp. ’PZO cg,_y+ Penycy, ) Whose number of parts is divisible by ¢.

Example 3.5. Assume that for allb,b’ € B, DH» (Y ®b) = My given in Example 8.2. Then 2P6>1> s 15
the set of multi-grounded partitions m = (7g, -+ , Ts—1, Loy, —Leg) 0]”7301 e such that for all k € {0, .
1},

Tk — Th1 — DH\(pry1 ® pr) € 2Z>0,

Given that all the values in the matriz M are even and that these multi-grounded partitions always
end with (1¢,,—1c,), the multi-grounded partitions in 2Pc>1>03 only have odd parts. For erxample, the

multi-grounded partition (Te,,5ey,3ess Legs Loy, —1Cey) belongs to 2P2 ... It also belongs to 3P

g ey OS S
number of parts is divisible by 2.

Now that we have introduced all the relevant notation, let us repeat the main theorem from the
introduction, Theorem 1.1, which makes the connection between perfect crystals and multi-grounded
partitions.

11



Theorem 1.1. Setting ¢ = e~%/(9DP) and ¢, = e“® for all b € B, we have Cgo """ Cg,—, = 1, and the
character of the irreducible highest weight U, (g)-module L(\) is given by the following expressions:

Y. Cmd™ = e (L),

€90 941

Z C(r)g™ = €7ACh(L(>\))_

(4% q%) o

HGtP

d
e cho Cgy_1

The remainder of this section is dedicated to the proof of Theorem 1.1.
Let p = (pr)r>0 € P(A) be a A-path different from the ground state path py = (gr)k>0. Then, by
definition, there exists a unique positive integer m such that

(p(mfl)ta cee 7pmt—l> 7é (g07 e 7gt—1)

3.8
(Pt - Pamr41)t—1) = (g0, - -, ge—1)  for all m' > m. (3:8)
We start by expression the weight of p in terms of the function Hy.
Lemma 3.6. The weight wt(p) of p is given by the following formula:
mt—1 5 1 t—1 mt—1
p)=A+ Z wt(pk) — a7 Z(j + 1) HA(gj+1 @ g5) + Z Hy(pjr1®@p5) | |- (3.9)
j=0 j=k

Proof. For any positive integer m, we have

mt—1 t—1 mt—1
m(mt +
> (k+ D) H (e @ gi) = Z H(gryr ®gr) + Y (k+ 1) Hx(grs1 ® gx) by (3.3)
k=0 k=0
m(mt+1) « —
= fZH(Qlﬁl ©gr) +m Y _(k+1)H(gr1 @ gr), (3.10)
k=0 k=0
where the last equality follows from the periodicity of pj.
On the other hand, we have
t—1
> wi(gr) =0. (3.11)
k=0
Indeed,
t—1
Zwt gr) = Z o(gr) — e(gk) by defintion
k=0
t—1
= o(gr) — p(gri1) by (2.2)
k=0
= ©(90) — ¢(g0)-
Therefore, computing the weight wt(p) given by (2.3) yields:
5 (o]
=A+ Z (Wh(pr) — wt(gr)) — o Z(k + 1)(H(Pk+1 ® pr) — H(gr+1 ®gk))
k=0 k=0
0o mt—1
=2+ (W) = ¥Wl9n)) — g 3 (k4 ) (H k1 @ p) = Higerr @ 91))
mt—1 mt—1 ms t—1
=A wt - — k+1)H — k+1)H
+ ZO wt(ps) a ];)( + 1) H(prt+1 ® p) + a0 ];)( + 1) Hx(gk+1 @ gr)s
where the last equality follows from (3.10) and (3.11). Equation (3.9) then follows from the fact that
mt—1 mt—1mt—1
Z (k+ 1) Hx(prt1 ® pr) = Z Z Hy(pj+1 ® pj)-
k=0 k=0 j=k
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We now give a bijection between A-paths and multi-grounded partitions.

Proposition 3.7. Let us define the map ¢ from P(\) to PZo“'Cgf_l , such that ¢(py) = (ugg()), e 7“1(2:,11))7
and for all p = (pr)k>0 € P(N) different from py and m defined in (3.8),

d(p) = (To, -+ Tme—1,u (0),... (t— 1))

where for all k € {0,--- ,mt — 1}, c¢(mx) = ¢, and

-1 mt—1
1<, .
e =~ E O(J +1)DHx(gj+1 ® g5) + E ) DH(pj+1 @ pj) -
j= I=

Then ¢ defines a bijection between P(\) and the set {PC'>_ "

90" ""Cgt—_1

of partitions Ofpc.io'-'cqt,l whose number
of parts is divisible by t. o
Furthermore, by setting ¢, = e"*®) for all b € B, we have for all m € ;P>

0 Cay 1
e AHWOTHT) — O(r)e " wD (3.12)
Proof. Let p € P(A\) and 7 = ¢(p). First, let us check that 7 belongs to tPZO,__cytil. The multi-

grounded partition 7w has (m + 1)t parts, so its number of parts is indeed divisible by ¢. More-
over, we have m > w41 for all k € {0,mt — 2}, because 7 — 11 = DHx(prt1 ® pr). By (3.4)
and (3.7), we have u(® = -1 Zj 0(] + 1)DH)\(gj+1 ® g;), so that mmi—1 — u® = DHy\(ppm ®

(0)

Pmit—1) and g1 > e, . Finally, since (pim—1)es-- - Pmt—1) 7 (gos - - -5 gi—1), we necessarily have that

(Tm=1)t> """ > Tmi—1) # (uggg, uﬁf]t 1)) in terms of coloured integers. Thus 7 is indeed a multi-
grounded partition belonging to t73>

€90"""Cgr—1

Let us now give the inverse bijection ¢ 1. Start with 7 = (70, ..., Tmi_1, ugg()] ,.. ung 11)) € P> ,

€90 "Cg¢—1
with m > 0 and colour sequence ¢, -+ ¢y cgy -+ g, ,. We set ¢~ (m) = (pk)k>0, Where Pyt = gi
for all m’ > m and ¢ € {0,...,t — 1}, and py = p), for all k € {0,...,mt — 1}.
o We first show that (p(m—1)¢, - - -, Pmi—1) # (9o, -+, g¢—1). Assume for the purpose of contradiction
that (p(m—1yts---»Pme—1) = (9o, - --,g¢—1). We then obtain by (3.5) that

t—1 t—1
1 .
Tm-1t+k = ~7 > (G +1)DHx(gj11 ®g;) + Y DHx(gj11® g5) = Ugjz
Jj=0 Jj=k
This contradicts the fact that (m(m—1y,- -+ Tme—1) # (ugg, - 7u£tgj_11)) in terms of colored inte-

gers.
e By (3.5), we also have, for all k € {0,...,mt — 1}, 7 — 11 = DHx(pr+1 ® px). Therefore

mt—1 t—1 mt—1

1 .
=u® + Z — M) = = > (i +1)DHx(gj+1®g;) + Y DHA(pj41®@p;). (3.13)
Jj=0 j=k

With what precedes, we have ¢(¢~ (7)) = 7 and ¢~ (¢(p)) = p.
Finally, we obtain (3.12) by Lemma 3.6. O

Similarly to the case of grounded partitions, we end this section with a bijection connecting the
multi-grounded partitions with relations > and >.

Proposition 3.8. Let ¥P be the set of classical partitions where all parts are divisible by d. There is a
bijection ®4 between fpfio,,,cgtﬂ and t’})c'>£70”'cgt—1 x 4P, such that if ®4(7) = (u,v), then |7| = |u| + |v|,

and by setting cq, - - cq,_, = 1, we have C(7) = C(p).

Proof. The main trick here consists in seeing classical partitions as partitions with number of parts
divisible by ¢. If v is a classical partition with rt — j parts, with > 1 and j € {0,...,t — 1}, it suffices
to add j parts 0 at the end of v. Then, a non-empty partition v € P can be uniquely written as a
non-increasing sequence v = (dvy, - - - ,dvy¢—1) of non-negative multiples of d, with v_1y, > 0.
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We set @d(ugg) . u(tfl)) = ((u(o) . u(tfl)), #). Let us now consider ™ = (o, . .., Trs—1, uggg, e u(tfl))

0’ » WCgy 4 Cgg » WCgy 4 s Yegy 4
i dp>
m F
t7cgyrcyy

o different from (uﬁgg, . ,ug:jl)), with colour sequence ¢y -+~ cp gy g, ,, and let us
build ®q(7) = (u,v). We set p = (pg)r>0, With pey; = g; for all & > s and ¢ € {0,...,¢t — 1}, and
pr =p), for all k € {0,...,st — 1}, and

m = max{k € {07 EEEE 8} : (p(krfl)ta s apkt—l) # (g()v e 7gt—1)}-

Since (prt, - -, Pk+1)t—1) = (9o, -+ ,g¢—1) for all k > m, with the convention ¢y, ---cg,_, = 1, we obtain
that C(m) = ¢py -+ Cpy oy = Cpo =+ Cppup -
We set

n= (M07 e ,/J/mt,]_,ugg()) sy uéi]:})) = ¢<p)

1

By (3.13), for all k € {0,...,mt — 1}, the part p, has colour ¢, and size

mt—1
ul® + 3" DH\(pjs1 @ py).
j=k
Thus we have C(m) = C'(u).
Let us now build v = (1, ...,vp_1) in ¥P. We distinguish two different cases.
(1) fm < s, weset r=s and v = (1, ...,Vst—1), Where
{I/k = T — U for k € {0,...,mt — 1},
Uhipi = m —ul® for ke {m,...,s—1}and i € {0,...,t — 1}.

Therefore, for all k € {0,...,mt — 2}, we have

Vg — Vg1 = Tk — Tt1 — Mk + 41
=T — Tht1 — DHA(Dr+1 ® pr)
€ dZ>y,
and
(0)

Umt—1 — Vmt = Tmt—1 — Tmt — Umt—1 +u
=7k — Trt1 — DHA(Pmt @ Pmt—1)
S dZZO-
We also have, for all k € {m,...,s—1} and alli € {0,...,t — 1},

; i1
Vkti — Vkigicl = Thisi — Therirl — ulD 4 a0

= Thtti — Thttit1 — DHx(Prt+it1 © Dit+i)
S dZZO-

We finally observe that

Vst—1 = Tst—1 — u(t_l)
s — a4y © -

=51 — u® — DH)\(prs ® pre—1)

€ dZZO.
We showed that the sequence ()" is indeed a non-increasing sequence of multiples of d.
Moreover, we have m(,_1), > u®). Indeed, m < s implies that (p’(sfl)t, ces P 1) = (g0y -+, 9t—1)-

So if we had m(_1);y = w9 then by the difference condition (3.6), it would mean that
(T(s—1)ts -+ o Tst—1) = (uggg, ... ,ugtg;_ll)) as coloured integers, which contradicts the definition
of multi-grounded partitions. Thus v(s_1); = T(s—1)r — u©® > 0.

(2) By definition, we have m < s, so the only other possible case is m = s. As before, we obtain
that (m, — uk)zn:tal is a non-increasing sequence of non-negative multiples of d. We set

r=min{k € {0,...,8} : Tt = prt},
and vy, = 7 — g for all k € {0,...,7t—1}. So, in this case too, v belongs to 4P and Vir—1)t > 0.
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The map <I>;1 from tpci eCqy_, x 4P to d73>> oy simply consists in adding the parts of

gr—

= (m?...,umt,l,uggg,.. uggf 11) t’P> y,_, O those of v = (vg, -+ ,Vr¢—1) € P to obtain a

multi-grounded partition 7 € ‘ti”PZ o Cop_ in the following way:

(1) if m > r, then for all k € {0,...,mt — 1}, 7 has size up + v and color c¢(uy), where we set

v =0 for all k € {rt,--- ;mt — 1}, and we obtain the multi-grounded partition
™= (7T0, e aﬂ-mt—lvugjgv cee Ug?}f%

(2) if m < r, the first mt parts are defined as in the case m > r, and the remaining parts are
Thtsi = Vkiti +u® with color ¢ , for all k € {m,...,r —1} and i € {0,...,¢— 1}, and we obtain
the multi-grounded partition

™= (7-‘—07"' s Trt—1,

ugg()), e u(t_j)).

It is easy to see that &, and <I>;1 are inverses of each other, the first (resp. second) case of &, being the
inverse of the second (resp. first) case of ®;. O

This proposition, along with (2.4) of Theorem 2.4, yields Theorem 1.1.

Note that when ¢t = 1, we can choose D = 1, and Theorem 2.10 is then a particular case of Theorem
1.1. The additional parameter d allows us to have a refined equality and to simplify some calculations.
It is particularly useful when DH) (B ® B) € dZ, in which case the parts of our partitions all belong to
the same congruence class modulo d. This is done for example in Section 4.1 for Agi) and in Section 4.2

for Dfﬂl

4. EXAMPLES OF APPLICATION: CHARACTER FORMULAS FOR SEVERAL CLASSICAL AFFINE LIE
ALGEBRAS

In this last section, we illustrate how multi-grounded partitions and Theorem 1.1 can be used to
compute character formulas for standard level 1 modules where Theorem 2.10 is not easily (or not at all)
applicable. All crystals can be found in the book [HK02].

4.1. The Lie algebra Agi) (n > 2). We start by studying the algebra ASB for n > 2 to prove Theorem

1.2. The crystal B of the vector representation of A( )(n > 2) is given by the crystal graph in Figure 1
with the weights

wt(0) =0,
1 n—1
wh(u) = —Wi(@) = Son + ;a for all w € {1,...,n}.
Here, the null root is 6 = a,, +2) - Oal
pa, = (---000) 0 T 7 T S T2 «— 7]

FicURrE 1. Crystal graph B of the vector representation for the Lie algebra ASL) (n>2)

We now compute the energy function H on B® B such that H(0®0) = 0. To do so, we use the crystal
graph of B ® B given in Figure 2. It is connected, so the energy is completely determined by the choice
H(0 ®0) = 0. Moreover, the energy is constant on each connected component of B ® B after removing
the O-arrows. More detail on the computation of energy functions can be found in [HK02] or [DK19b].
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— . O-arrow
e[l lefl] - - = [el] - - = [Rfell] —— [Eel] - - - [Eell - - - [Eel] 0]l
—— : ncarrow : : : : : :
v v v v v v
— — > : paths of i-arrows, for consecutive i # 0,n [lefs] — |[He] el - - = o] — FEel] - - = @] Mo — |[0e[«
| I | I | |
I:] : connected components without 0-arrows \L \L \L L \L \L
@l — (@M - - - @eo @efE — Hel Ee@ - - » @el — |[@eE
OeE — |[D°E - - » @e@ - - » @elE @@ - - -~ @@ - - » @ — |[@E
I | ] ] I I
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@eE — |@=E - - -» @=E @eE — HeE EeE - - - DeE — [@E
I | I | | I
I I I I I I
v v v v - -
[Ol= — @[ e - - = Mef] —— Eef - - - FEe[ e — |[0=[G]
=[] [Tl - - - e - - = o] — el - - - @] - - - [0 — [@=[0]]

FIGURE 2. Crystal graph of B ® B for the Lie algebra Agi) (n>2)

We obtain the following energy matrix:

1 2 -~ n @ 2 10
1 /2 2 1
- .
) -
n
H=5
: 0*
ilo -+ o 0 0 L 0o 2 1
0\1 . 1 0

Here and more generally in this paper, H (b’ ® b) corresponds to row b, column ¥’ in the energy matrix.

In this case, L(Ag) is the only irreducible highest weight module of level 1, and the corresponding
ground state path is pp, = --- 000, which is constant. So in theory, to obtain the character formula of
Theorem 1.2, we could apply Theorem 2.10. But here we will make use of the additional variable d of
Theorem 1.1 to simplify our computations.

Let us apply Theorem 1.1 with D =t =1 and d = 2. We have Hp, = H, and

Z C(W)qlﬂ — M7 (4.1)

2. 42
et (4%:¢%)

where ¢ = e7%/2 and ¢, = "% for all b € B.
We recall that %P;? is the set of grounded partitions m = (mg,...,7s—1,0
ground ¢, such that for all k € {0,...,s — 1},

) with relation > and

co

T — Tht1 — H(pry1 @ pr) € 2Z>0, (4.2)

where ¢(7) = ¢p, and 7, = Oc,, -
These grounded partitions are exactly the partitions grounded in ¢y which are finite sub-sequences of

"'2501 2460239722301 2200ZlcTZ"'zlcﬁzlcnZ"'Zlcl 20003

where the parts (2k)., may repeat for & > 0.

Indeed, by (4.2), the size difference between two consecutive parts with colours ¢, and ¢, has the
same parity as H(0' ® b). This implies that all the parts with colours ¢, cq, ..., ¢y, ¢z have the same
parity, different from the parity of the parts with colour ¢y. Since the ground has size 0 and colour cy,
the parts coloured cg are even and the others are odd, and we obtain the sequence above.
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Setting cg = 1, we obtain the generating function

Z C(W)q|ﬂ'| _ (_Clq, —C7q, . . ., —Cnq, —Cr{; q2)oo
(%:¢*)

e P
Combining this with (4.1), we obtain
e M0ch(L(Ao)) = (—c1q, —¢14; - - -, —CnG —Ca; %) sos

which is Theorem 1.2.

4.2. The Lie algebra ij_l(n > 2). We now turn to the algebra Df_?_l for n > 2 and prove Theorem
2

1.3. The crystal B of the vector representation of D,”/,(n > 2) is given by the crystal graph in Figure 3
with the weights

WE(0) = wt(0) = 0,

wh(u) = —wh(@) = Y o forallu € {1,...,n}.

1=u

Here, the null root is § = >, o.

b /07 : 2 R ! H7L n
Pa. :(6666) 0 1 2 T2 n—1 n—1 Ln/

FIGURE 3. Crystal graph B of the vector representation for the Lie algebra Dﬁ)_l(n > 2)

Again, we compute the energy function H on B ® B such that H(0 ® 0) = 0 with the help of the
crystal graph of B ® B given in Figure 4.

—> : O-arrow & Mol - - - [e] - - = []el] —e— @] - - - @[] - - - @] —> [0]=[0]
— : pearrow
[OJ=[] Olef] - - = [Wel] - - - []sl] —e— [Eel] - - - [@el] - - - [@s[] [o]®[1]
—e—> : chains of two n-arrows : : : : : : :
v v v v v v v
. : vertex of the form 0 ® - or - ® 0 []e] — |4 (o] - - = [efy] —e— @] - - = @[] [Te[u]| — |[0]e[]
| | | | | | |
~ =5 : paths of i-arrows, for consecutive i # 0, ! ! ! ! ! ! !
[Olel] — |@el] - - - [Es[z] o] —e— @el] @el] - - - @dek] — |[Os[z]
OemE — |[@eE - - - [e@ - - - kR ¢ |[Eeq - - - @el - - - GTeqE — |02
| | | | | | |
| | | | | | |
v v - v v v v
[O]ef — e[ - - = [[Ue[[ [lefE —e— [Ee[E [@ef - - - @ef| — |Def@
| | | | | | |
| | | | | | |
v - - v v v v
Ol — @[ [ - - = o] —e— @] - - = [@=[i] e — (=G
[0]=[0] [O0el] - - = [Mel] - - = [Fel] —e— 0] - - - @] - - - [e0] — [@=[0]

FIGURE 4. Crystal graph of B ® B for the Lie algebra Dfizl(n > 2)
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We obtain the following energy matrix:

12 -~ n 0 @mm - 2 1
2 ... ... 92 2 2 ... ... 92
olo - o . . . .
A . o
n 2 2 2 1
H=0 2 1 (4.3)
nl .. 2 ... ...092
2 ' Lo
1 0o 2 1
o\l -+ o . . . . 100
In this case, there are two irreducible highest weight modules of level 1: L(Ag) and L(A,), and the
corresponding ground state paths are py, = ---000 and pp, = - -- 000, respectively. Again, though both

ground state paths are constant, we make use of the additional variable d of Theorem 1.1 to simplify our
computations.

4.2.1. Character for L(Ag). We start by studying L(Ag). Again, we apply Theorem 1.1 with D =t =1
and d = 2. We have Hy, = H, and

e~Moch(L(Ao))
ol = & ch(L(Ao)) ,
ﬂezfv;% cima (20%) 00 (44)

where ¢ = e and ¢, = eV for all b € B.

Note that the energy matrix (4.3) is exactly the same as in the case of Agi) except that the row and
column 0 were added. So, if we remove the parts coloured cg, the grounded partitions of %735(? are the
same as in the previous section. Moreover, the added parts coloured c; can repeat arbitrarily many
times, and are located between ¢, and ¢z in the order of colours. Thus, %PC>0> is the set of grounded
partitions with ground cg, which are finite subsequences of

chTZ "'23%23%23% 22301 2200 Z 1CTZ Z 1cﬁz 1%2 1cn 22101 2000'
where only the parts 2k., and (2k — 1), may repeat for all k > 0.

Thus we obtain the generating function

)

Z C(,/T)q|ﬂ—| _ (_C1Q7 _CTqa cooy —Cnq, —Crq; qz)oo
(c04?; 4%) oo (€5¢; %) o

e %'P?ﬁ

and setting ¢y = c5 = 1, we get

S O = (—c1¢, =614, -+ s —Cnq, —n; §°) oo
(4 9) oo

)

e P

Combining this with (4.4), we obtain

— _ _ 2
e*AOCh(L(AO)):( 1q, ch7~(-~,2)cnq7 a4 4")oo
% 0%)oo

which is (1.3).

4.2.2. Character for L(A,). We now turn to L(A,,). Again, we apply Theorem 1.1 with D =¢ =1 and
d =2. We have Hy,, = H, and

S Ol = e treh(L(An)) (4.5)

2. 2
s (4% 4%) o

where ¢ = e% and ¢, = "™ for all b € B.
The energy matrix, and therefore difference conditions, are still the same. But now the grounded
partitions are grounded in cj instead of ¢o. The grounded partitions have smallest part 0., so the parts
18



with colours cg, ¢1, ¢, - - . , Cn, ci are now even, while the parts with colour ¢y are odd. Thus the grounded
partitions in %733; are exactly the partitions grounded in ¢y, which are finite subsequences of

"'2451 ZSCOZQCTZ'..ZQCWZ206Z2CH 222c1 Z]-co ZOCTZZOCFZO%
where for all £ > 0, the parts (2k — 1), and 2k., may repeat.

Thus we obtain that the generating function

Z C(’]‘[‘)qlﬂ'l — (_Clq27_cT""7_qu2,_Cﬁ; q2)oo
(€043 4*) 0 (€54 4%) oo

b
TE f’P?%

and setting ¢y = c5 = 1, we get

S O = (—ad® —cr, - =@’ —m ¥ oo
re P2 (RS
0

Combining this with (4.5), we obtain

_ 2 _ _ 2 _ .2
e_A"Ch(L(An)) _ ( c1q™, —Cy,- -+, 2qu y —Cns 4 )oc
(7:6%)o

9

which is (1.4).

4.3. The Lie algebra Agi)fl(n > 3). We now move to our first example where the ground state paths
are not constant: the Lie algebra Aéill for n > 3, and prove Theorem 1.4.

The crystal B of the vector representation of Ag}fl(n > 3) is given by the crystal graph in Figure 5
with, for all w € {1,...,n}, the weights

1 n—1
wt(u) = —wt(u) = Fon+ ) ai
=Uu
Here, the null root is
n—1
5:a0+a1+an+22ai.
i=2
5: Ly a2 - 253G 2h 1]
bA”:bAl:1 bAlsz(J:T 0 0 n
Pag=(--T1T1T)  pa, =(---1T1T1) - 5 &5 n—1] $— [7]

F1GURE 5. Crystal graph B of the vector representation for the Lie algebra Aéi)fl(n >3)

We use the crystal graph for B® B given in Figure 6 to compute the energy function H on B® B such
that H1®1) = —1.

: O-arrow

— ek — ReE - - - [l @&
Laron - | |
— e L !
Z el — T2eE (el — E=E
—>  n-arrow S
— =% ¢ paths of i-arrows, for consecutive i 0,10 @ - Fed SNded] e -~ 2ol - - [Bel @]
I:] : connected component of 1® T
e e F - > el — @ @em
| I : connected component of 1 ® 2
—
|:| : connected component of 1@ 1 @el2] - - = Fe2] Te[2] — E=[2]
| | ] > |
| /_t—_ N | |
. e .
@@ - - » @ — @:E e — 2@ - - - EeE @em@

FIGURE 6. Crystal graph of B ® B for the Lie algebra Agl)fl(n >3)
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The energy function such that H(1 ® 1) = —1 is given by the following matrix:

1 2 ... n e 2 1
1 3 T |
21 0 ;
. 1+
H=" (4.6)
n
: 0*
2( 0 0 . .o
T\=1 0 - v o 0 1
These difference conditions correspond the partial order
Oc 1
Ty €, K €K €T K2, K00
c1 C1

In this case, there are two irreducible highest weight modules of level 1: L(Ag) and L(A;), with

corresponding ground state paths py, = --- 111111 and pp, = --- 111111,

4.3.1. Character for L(Ag). We start with L(Ag). Here we refer to the notation of Section 3. Recall
that the ground state path of Ag is pa, = (9x)7> With gor, = 1 and go+1 = 1 for all k > 0. Here, the
period of the ground state path is ¢ = 2, and our choice of particular value H(1® 1) = —1 for the energy
function gives
H(g2k+2 @ gok+1) = —H(gak+1 ® gar) = 1.

Thus we have H(1® 1)+ H(I®1) =0, and by (3.3), Hy, = H. By (3.7), we obtain that «(®) = —1 and

1 =1
u .

We apply Theorem 1.1 with d = 2 and D = 2, which is allowed because H(g1 ®go)+2H (g2 ®¢1) = —1.

We obtain

~Aoch(L(A
> Cmg = ) (4.7)
cipe. (%5 ¢%) o
where ¢ = e %/2 and ¢, = "™ for all b € B.
Recall that §7>c>1301 is the set of multi-grounded partitions 7 = (mo, ..., T2s-1, —1c, 1¢, ) With relation
> and grounds cg, ¢1, having an even number of parts, such that for all k € {0,...,2s — 1},
T — Th1 — 2H (pry1 @ pr) € 2Z>o0, (4.8)
where ¢(my) = ¢, and mo, = —1..
We observe that, by (4.8) and the fact that u(®) = —1, the multi-grounded partitions of 3P, have

cycC
parts with odd sizes, as the differences between consecutive parts are even and the grounds’ slizles are
odd (indeed, we always have the fixed tail ((—=1)c;, 1c,)). Besides, computing the generating function for
partitions in 3773?01 is not too difficult. It suffices to notice that, combined with (4.8), > is the following
partial order the set of coloured odd integers:
(Der 1, w1y, €1, € 1o, < L
Cc2 Cn Ci cz

c1 3C1

LBy Loov
We also note that, since H(b® b) = 1 for all b € B, only parts coloured ¢; and ¢g can appear several
times, in sequences of the form
CK2E 1) €2k 1)y K 2E 1) < K (26— 1) K2R+ 1), <60
The generating function of these sequences for a fixed integer k > 1 is given by

(14 cr¢®* M) (1 + e1g®)
(1 = creig?®)

)

where the denominator generates pairs ((2k — 1), (2k + 1), ) that can repeat arbitrarily many times,
and the numerator accounts for the possibility of having an isolated (2k + 1), on the left end of the
sequence, or an isolated (2k — 1).; on the right end of the sequence.
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Note that for k£ = 0, only the sequence (1¢,, (—1)c;, 1c; ) can occur at the tail of the partitions grounded
in cf,c1, but not the sequence ((—1)cy, 1e;, (—1)¢;, 1¢, ), as this would violate the definition of multi-
grounded partitions. So, if we temporarily forget the condition on the even number of parts in %’Pflfcl,
the generation function would be

1+ e (—a1q’, —e1¢, =20, —C50, - -, =t —Cr03 0P )oo _ (—C18 —C1G; - - -, —Cnl, —Ci03 ¢ )0
(c1e1¢%¢*) 0 (c1e19%¢%) 0

Now to take into account the fact that there are an even number of parts, we use (1.5). Thus the

multi-grounded partitions in %Pflfc , have the following generating function:

Z C’(ﬂ—)thl — (_Cl% —C1q, ..., —Cnq, —Cxn(; q2)oo + (Clq, R q2)oo
2 4. 4 .
TE3PZ., (cre1q; q%) oo

The final expression (1.6) follows by using (4.7).

4.3.2. Character for L(A;). We now turn to L(A), with a similar reasoning. Recall that the ground
state path of Ay is (gx)72, with gog+1 = 1 and go, = 1 for all k > 0. We still have Hy, = H, and by
setting D = 2, we have by (3.7) that «° = 1 and u") = —1. Theorem 1.1 gives

5 cteyr- A
reiPh. (4% 6%)oo
where ¢ = e7%/2 and ¢, = " for all b € B.

So we need to study the set of multi-grounded partitions with ground c;, cg corresponding to %PE?CT.
We have almost the same set of partitions as in %Pf?cl, except that now the tail is always (1.,, (—1)1),
and we can end with the sequence ((—1)1, L¢,, (—1)1), but not with (1., (—1)1, 1c,, (—1)7).

Thus the generating function where we temporarily omit the condition on the parity of the number
of parts is given by

(1+C_q71).(*clq37*q% —C24, —C30s -, —Cnl, i3 @)oo _ (—C16°, —c1a”!, —C2q, —C54, - -, —Cnd, —Cn5 4 ) o
! (cre1at; 4o (cre1at; 4o
So the multi-grounded partitions in %735? - (with the condition on the even number of parts) are generated
by
(—c1¢®, —crq— Y, — _ _ —enq; oo + (163, cq 1, e2q, 5 nds e 2)
Z C(ﬂ')q‘wl _ c1q~, —C¢1q , —C2¢, —C54, ..., —Cnq, —Cpq;q" ) 197,14 ,C24,C54, . ..,Cnq,CRq;q" ) o )

reipe. 2(cre1q*;4*) oo
4.4. The Lie algebra Br(ll)(n > 3). We now study the Lie algebra B,(ll) for n > 3, which has standard
level 1 modules with constant and with non-constant ground state paths.

The crystal B of the vector representation of Bg)(n > 3) is given by the crystal graph in Figure 7
with wt(0) = 0 and for all w € {1,...,n}

wi(u) = —wt(u) = Z .

=Uu
Here, the null root isézao—&—al—&—QZ?:Qai.
B: : 2 BB 1) P ]
pa, = (- 0000) >< \@
pa, = (---11111) T R =) il |~ Ln/

F1GURE 7. Crystal graph B of the vector representation for the Lie algebra B,gl)(n >3)

We compute the energy function H on B ® B such that H(0 ® 0) = 0 with the help of the crystal
graph for B ® B given in Figure 8.
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@[] B - - - B0 D@ 0o —e@ - - - @@ — @@

—% : O-arrow T
=@ el - - - [Elela —— [Gelm e —» 2=l - - - kleE [l
—» : l-arrow ! N ! ! ;! ! b
I N I /_t__ I (I
v I =3 v v >¢/\ v ¥
| >
— — > : paths of i-arrows, for consecutive i # 0,1,n I i
= e fF--> B o e ~-Temf--1 o[ — [o=[]
I:] : connected component of 1® T
| I : connected component of 1 ® 2 [0le[ [@led] | - = [Elei] — [lel]
_ .
|:| : connected component of 16 1
] — |Eel] - - - Eel] @delz
! ! !
| | /_t—_
~ ~ v v >~
@@ — [@em@ e — @e@ MeE — @el
‘ N
S
Q=[] [ - - - B[ — [{=[] e — 2o - - » [ —— e

FIGURE 8. Crystal graph of B ® B for the Lie algebra Bgll)(n >3)

The energy H on B ® B such that H(0 ® 0) = 0 is given by the matrix

1 2 - n 0 nooee 2 1
1 e 1 1 1 e e 1
ol o o - . . .
. . . 1
n 1 1 1 1
=y 0 1 1 (4.9)
7l U T |
: : 0* S L
20 o P
T\=1 0 -+ v i e o0 1
There are three standard modules of level 1:
e L(A,), with ground state path py, =--- 0000,
e L(Ag), with ground state path py, =--- 11111,
e L(Ay), with ground state path py, =--- 11111.

The character formula for L(A,,), which was already proved by the second author via other methods
in [Kon20], can be proved quite easily with Theorem 2.10 without any of the novelties introduced in this
paper. Therefore we leave this proof to the interested reader.

However, L(Ag) and L(A1) have non-constant ground state paths, so our multi-grounded partitions
are once again useful to prove the character formulas of Theorem 1.5.

4.4.1. Character for L(Ag). We start with L(Ag). Note that the energy in (4.9) is the exactly the same
as the energy in (4.6), except that the row and column 0 were added. Thus, we proceed exactly as we
did for A;L)_l(n > 3), except that we add parts coloured cg.

We apply again Theorem 1.1 with d = 2 and D = 2, which gives

e’Ac
> Cmg = (qﬁ;ﬁ;Ao))’ (4.10)
T€ZPZ,, e

where ¢ = e7%/2 and ¢, = e for all b € B.

If we temporarily forget the parity of the number of parts, the multi-grounded partitions of %qu in
this section are obtained from the multi-grounded partitions of %qu from Section 4.3.1 by adding odd
parts coloured ¢y which can repeat (and placing them between ¢, and ¢z in the partial order). So we
obtain the generating function

(=1, —¢1q, - -, —Cnq, —Ci; ¢%) oo

(c1c10%5 ¢Y) oo (045 ¢%) o
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Now taking into account that the number of parts must be even, we find that 2P, is generated by

c1cC1

Y Oy = 1 <(—C1q, —C14, -+, —Cnd, —Caq; 4*) oo N (CIQ7CTQ7--~7CnQ7CnQ;q2)oo)
e 2(cre1g% 4% oo (c0d; 4?)oc (—c04; %) o
2/ ey
By taking cgp = cgc1 = 1, we then obtain
Z C(’/T)qlﬂ‘ _ (_q7 —C14q, —¢1q, ..., —Cnq, —Crq; qz)oo + (Q7 ¢14,¢14, . ..,Cnq, Crq; q2)oo
2(¢%;¢%) o ’

e %Pf?cl
and using (4.10), we obtain (1.8).

4.4.2. Character for L(A1). To compute the character for L(A;), we do exactly the same reasoning as

for L(Ag): we start from the generating function corresponding to L(A1) in Aéi)fl, and we add the parts
coloured ¢y. We obtain

1
Y. Cme™ = x !

3 - 2
74 ((—q, —C1q°, —¢1q" , —C2q, —C3q, - - -, —Cnq, —Cuq; ")
ﬂE%PETCT ’ o

+ (g, c1¢°,e147 " 2, 059 - - -, Cn, CrQ; qg)),

and (1.9) follows.

4.5. The Lie algebra DY (n > 4). We conclude this section of examples with the Lie algebra DS for
n > 4.

The crystal B of the vector representation of Dg)(n > 4) is given by the crystal graph in Figure 9,
with for all w € {1,...,n}

n—2
wt(u) = —wt(u) = % + cvn2_1 + Z Q.
=1

Here, the null root is

n—2
5:a0+a1+an_1+an+22ai.
i=2
B: ' 2 o LB 1) 2= 1]
bro =Dy, =1 WM =Dy, =1 o 0 <0
p/\o:(“'Tli]-T) p/h:("']-TlT]-) 1 ) S =2 n—1 n71
Win=by, ,=m  broi=1by, =n
pr,_, = (- MnnNnm) pa, = (- nmnnan)

F1cURE 9. Crystal graph B of the vector representation for the Lie algebra D%l)(n >4)

The crystal graph for B® B is given in Figure 10, where we wrote —1 instead of n—1 for space reasons.
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: O-arrow

: l-arrow

: —l-arrow

Ll

: n-arrow

!
!
v

: connected component of 1® T

]

R

: connected component of 12

i

[]

: connected component of 1@ 1
a#n,—1

b#m,—1

: paths of i-arrows, for consecutive i # 0,1, ~1,n

50]—> Bell | - - Elell] — [e[i]

@2 — B - - - @@
| |
| |

. e ]
[@eH] —— EIsE] EleE] — [IeE]

éf

\ ol - - = Blel] — [Fe]

&
&

®

@e@ —» @e0

el —» el

Mol —— el - - 5 Hel — [
|
|

|
v —lI
?@‘

el —» 228 - - » Be¢E
[ I
I I
g ~ !
Elolz] — [=E]

Vv
ezl — T2leE]
<

@0 —» @eE

Eleofe] —» @l

F1GURE 10. Crystal graph of B ® B for the Lie algebra D,(ll)(n >4)

The energy H on B ® B such that H(nm ® n) = 0 is given by the matrix

n—1

3

3l

S
I
—

= Nl

1 2 n—1 n n

3 T 1 1

0o . 1* L
1
0

0
0*
0 0
-1 0

n—1

2 1
1*

1

1

1

1* 1

0 1

Note that this is almost the same as the energy matrix (4.6), except that here, we have Hm ®n) = 0

instead of 1.

These difference conditions correspond the partial order

-0,

L <

0
L0 K0, K

Cn 101

There are four standard modules of level 1:

e L(Ag), with ground state path py, =--- 11111,
e L(A;), with ground state path py, =--- 11111,
e L(A,_1), with ground state path py,_, =--- Tnanm,
e L(A,), with ground state path pp, =--- ninnn,
We have

and

HI®l)=-H(1®I) =1

Hmen)=HMnh®n)=0,

0
T <<102 <<...<<1Cn71 L -

so the sums of the energies are 0 on all these ground state paths, and we can choose Hy = H for all the
above-mentioned modules.
We show briefly how to apply Theorem 1.1 to obtain Theorem 1.6. The principle is the same as in

the previous sections.
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4.5.1. Character for L(Ag). As in the case of Agl)

obtain

_1, we apply Theorem 1.1 with d =2 and D = 2. We

- e_AOCh(L(Ao))
> Cmg™ = E e (4.11)
s gPE?Cl ’ e

where ¢ = ¢ %/2 and ¢, = "™ for all b € B.

Again, the difference between consecutive parts of the multi-grounded partitions in 5PC>T>C1 is even,

and because u(9) = —1 and u(") = 1 again, all the parts are odd. So the partial order becomes

-1 1 |
(1)% Ll < <1, , < 10" <Kl . < K1, K 301 KBy K- K3, K ooe
(&3] Cy C1

Here, in addition to the alternating sequences
L2k 1), KRR+ 1), K 2k — 1) < -
already present in Agl)_l, we also have to consider alternating sequences of the form
L (2 1), € 2k 1), < (2k 1), o
Thus the generating function without the condition on the parity of the number of parts is

(—c1q, —¢1q, - -y —Cny —Cr; ¢%) o
(e1c19%;¢Y) oo (Cnemg?; 1) oo

So we deduce

Y. Clmd™ = N

7r€§796>§01

1

11045 ¢*) oo (Cncmd®; *) oo

((—qq, —C1Gs s —Cny —Cn; 4 ) oo

+ (14, €1 - - -, Cn, CrG; q2)oo)-

By taking c,cz = cicg = 1, we obtain

1
Y. Clmdm = N

CTCTEe ((—c1q,—c1q, - -, =@, —cn@; ) + (€14, €1, - - -, G, 05 07 ) o)
. 7% 4?)oo
and using (4.11), we deduce (1.10).

4.5.2. Character for L(A1). This case works in the exact same way as the previous one, so we omit the
details. We obtain

Y. Cmd™ =5

€SP et

1

(4% 4%) ((—c1q3, —crq Y —c2q, —c50, -, —CnGy — i3 ) oo

+ (e1q® e1q7 " e2q, 03 - - - eng Cra; q2)oo>a
and we conclude with Theorem 1.1 as usual.

4.5.3. Character for L(A,_1). Since Hm ® n) = H(n ® ©) = 0, we can choose D = 1, and we have
u© =4 =0,
We apply Theorem 1.1 with D = d = 1, and obtain

e~ An=1ch(L(An_1))
g™ = .
E C(m)q ) , (4.12)

>
Trez,PCW‘%L

where ¢ = ¢ and ¢, = " for all b € B.
Now d = 1 so we consider directly the partial order (4.5). By reasoning on the tail (0., 0., ) of the
multi-grounded partitions in 2775;6" in the same way as in the case of Agi)fl, and using (1.5) again, we

obtain the generating function:

1
E C Il — ( —C1¢, —C1y - -+, —Cn—1¢, —C;;—7, —Cn, —Cr{;
= (m)q 2(Clch; qg)oo(cncﬁq2§q2>oo (—c1q, T y “Cn—14, —Cp—1, —Cn, 7 4) o

+ (CIQa CT,.--3,Cn—-14,Cr—7,Cn, CnQ; Q)OO)7

25



and using (4.12), we deduce (1.12) (note that in Theorem 1.6, we have set ¢ = e~%/2 for the whole
theorem for consistency, so the ¢’s of this formula are squared).

4.5.4. Character for L(A,). We do the same reasoning as before except that now the tail is (0., ,0,.),
and we obtain

D

>
7T€2’Pc" S

1
C(r qlﬂ—‘ = ( —C€1¢q, —Cq,y ..oy —Cn—14q, —C—7, —Cnq, —Cn3 q
() 2(c161¢; 42) oo (Cncn@?; ¢%) o ( ! " w=T> ~Cnd, ~Cmi d)oc
+(c1q,¢1y -+, Cn—1G, C—; Cn; Cas q)oo),

and we conclude once again with Theorem 1.1.

5. CONCLUSION

The point of this paper is to introduce the notion of multi-grounded partitions and to show how
they can be used to obtain character formulas, even for modules whose ground state paths are not
constant. As examples, we studied the level 1 standard modules of several classical affine Lie algebras
which have relatively simple energy functions. However, our method can be applied for representations
at any positive integral level, which we plan to do in subsequent papers.
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