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In the Newsletter’s Research Focus, Prof. Damien Nelis reviews some of the fasci-
nating investigations on emotions in the ancient world conducted in the Center, in 
the context of projects in which he was himself strongly involved, or also projects 
led by other colleagues. Even though, as clearly described in this Research Focus, 
the ancients, such as Homer and Seneca, were already questioning the role and 
impact of emotions, historically emotions have often been neglected or conside-
red as mainly detrimental to human behaviour and cognition. However, the affec-
tive sciences are proving increasingly useful not only, obviously, to explain affec-
tive phenomena such as emotions, moods or stress, but also to explain cognition 
and behaviour. Basic and applied research in the affective sciences has developed 
a lot in the last 30 years, bringing together a large number of disciplines such 
as anthropology, computer science, economics, history, law, linguistics, neuros-
cience, philosophy, psychology and sociology, to name a few. An article published 
in Nature Human Behaviour this summer suggests that it is time to recognize the 
importance of research on emotions in academia and beyond, and to ask whether 
we entered a new era: the era of Affectivism.

Studied in the past, recognized in the present, but how will emotions be useful 
to us in addressing the major issues of the future? A great example can be found 
when Dr. Cristina Soriano and Prof. Tobias Brosh invite visitors to the Geneva Mu-
seum of Natural Sciences’ new temporary exhibition “tout contre la terre” to expe-
rience our emotions and  their impact with respect to the environmental crisis. 
This is an exhibition, with a very beautiful scenography, that I warmly invite you to 
discover until June 26, 2022!

As almost every year, a nice way to stay up-to-date with current research in the 
Center is to attend our Annual Research Forum (ARF). This year, it will take place 
in autumn 2022 (date to be announced), with a special flavor:  just after the ARF 
we organize the Emotions Brain Forum. Indeed, BrainCircleItalia organizes, in close 
collaboration with the Swiss Center for Affective Sciences, the Emotions Brain 
Forum on the topic of «Emotion, behavior, and decisions.» Six internationally re-
nowned women scientists will discuss the role of emotion on our behavior from 
multiple perspectives: from the relationship between sleep and emotion to the 
impact of odors on our emotions, from the emotional consequences of traumatic 
experiences to the importance of being emotionally flexible and empathic. This 
event, in which the links between emotions, behavior, and decisions will be exa-
mined from psychological, philosophical, and neuroscientific perspectives, will be 
punctuated by art performances.

Finally, I invite you to follow us on Twitter, Linkedin and Youtube, and to share the 
information we communicate about the Center.

Take care of yourselves and those around you, as well as of your and their emo-
tions!

I wish you all a great end of the year, and already a very happy 2022!

David Sander, and the CISA management team 
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The study of the emotions has become an area of remarkably 
intense research activity in the field of Classics in recent years. 
Students of Greek and Latin literature have, of course, always 
been interested in what Homer, Euripides, Plato, Aristotle, 
Chrysippus, Lucretius, Vergil, Seneca, and many other writers had 
to say about emotions, but the sheer amount of recent work is 
still astonishing. Original readings of much studied texts, new 
approaches to old questions, and even the publication of new 
texts have all contributed to the enrichment of our knowledge 
about the affective sciences in antiquity. After all, as has been 
often pointed out, the very first word of Homer’s Iliad is ‘anger’. 
Over the last ten years or so, in collaboration with the CISA, a 
small team of Latinists at the University of Geneva has been 
involved in this trend. UNIGE’s Department of Ancient Studies 
was linked to the CISA at its foundation, in the figure of Phi-
lippe Borgeaud, the then Professor of the History of Religions. 
He ran a series of memorable Friday-morning seminars in the 
building on the Rue des Battoirs, inviting scholars from near 
and far, and publication of some of the papers followed (see, 
for example, P. Borgeaud and A.-C. Rendu Loisel, Violentes émo-
tions. Approches comparatistes, Droz, Geneva 2009). With the 
retirement of Philippe Borgeaud, matters took a more literary 
turn, and attention was brought to bear on the question of the 
translation of the emotions, tracing cross-cultural similarities 
and differences between the representation of the emotions in 
Greek and Latin texts. Chiara Battistella (now Associate Profes-
sor of Latin at the University of Udine) began working on the 
Medea of Seneca, a Roman play of the mid-first century CE that 
is a reworking of the famous Greek version of Euripides, whose 
play was first performed in Athens in 431 BCE. In addition, Lavi-
nia Galli Milic� (Lecturer in Latin at UNIGE) worked on the Latin 
vocabulary of anger, along lines developed in ‘The GRID Project’ 
at the CISA. The depiction of extreme anger leading to infan-
ticide terrifies and fascinates in almost equal measure, and so 
the emotions of Medea were the subject of a colloquium held 
at the Fondation Hardt, Vandoeuvres, in May 2019. A collection 
of the papers from that event has recently been published (April 
2021) as a special issue of the journal Greece and Rome, volume 
69, edited by Ed Sanders, a young scholar from the University 
of London who has done important work on the emotions (see, 
for example, Envy and Jealousy in Classical Athens. A Socio-
Psychological Approach, Oxford University Press, Oxford 2014). 
In fact, the Medea conference was the third and final act in a 
trilogy, the trajectory of which was planned from the outset to 
run from a first event (held at the Fondation Hardt in May 2013) 
on the affective turn and the field of Classics as a whole. That 
colloquium was published in 2016 as Emotions in the Classical 
World: Methods, Approaches, and Directions, edited by D. Cairns 
and D. Nelis (Franez Steiner Verlag, Stuttgart). Subsequently, a 
second event, aimed at narrowing the focus, was held in October 
2014. Its topic was ‘Seneca’s tragic passions: philosophical and 

literary perspectives’, the Roman philosopher Seneca being one 
of antiquity’s most brilliant and influential philosopher of the 
emotions. A selection of the papers delivered at that event was 
published in 2017 as a thematic volume of the journal MAIA, Ri-
vista Quadrimestrale di Letterature Classiche, nuova serie, Bres-
cia, volume 69.2. The collaboration with the CISA has undoub-
tedly widened the research interests and enriched the research 
profile of the Latinists in Geneva. By means of the three confe-
rences organized in close collaboration with Douglas Cairns 
(University of Edinburgh) and all the related work undertaken by 
Chiara Battistella and Lavinia Galli Milic�, it has been possible to 
investigate a range of philosophical and literary topics, including 
disgust in early Greek literature, grief and consolation in Greek 
tragedy, horror and pity in ancient Greek aesthetics, the poetics 
of ancient emotional expression, metaphor and emotion in Euri-
pides and Seneca, weeping in Senecan tragedy, the joy of killing 
in Seneca’s Medea, and much else. While doing so, it has been 
possible to build bridges between the cutting-edge modern 
research in the affective sciences being carried out in Geneva 
and the study of the ancient world. By reading Greek and Roman 
literature in light of modern research we can come to appreciate 
just how much the ancients were fascinated by the emotions 
and the fertility and complexity of their thinking about them. 
Improved appreciation of that thinking can also provide useful 
perspectives for the modern scientific study of the emotions, 
while at the same time contributing to our knowledge of the 
history of the study of the emotions 

Research focus

Prof.  Damien Nelis

Ancient emotions in modern research
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BRAIN AND BEHAVIOUR LABORATORY (BBL) 

TeamVision
Medical mistakes are an important but preventable cause of 
death. Developed by 3 CISA members (Donald Glowinski, Em-
manuel Badier, Florian Bucheit), the TeamVision solution (https://
teamvision.ai/) helps caregivers improve their coordination skills 
to minimize the risk of incidents. Based on artificial intelligence 
technology, the analysis and visualization of group dynamics pro-
vide objective measures to train in identifying and anticipating 
risk situations. After having obtained an FNS Spark funding, then 
Innogap funding in 2020, TeamVision won the Startup prize at 
the HUG innovation day in October 2021 (https://www.linkedin.
com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6857323285563211778/) allowing 
it to integrate the Geneus incubator (https://geneus.ch/) to ac-
celerate its development.

Virtual Reality For Kids at BBL: Padawan
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) is a com-
mon disorder that affects approximately 5% of children. 
The Padawan research project, led by Dr. Frédéric Grouiller 
and using the VR and MRI platforms of the Brain & Behav-
iour Laboratory, aims to determine whether a virtual reality 
intervention in a playful environment combined with elec-
troencephalography (EEG) recording would be feasible and 
tolerated in children. Indeed, an effective therapy, based on 
virtual reality training with neurofeedback, would improve 
the progression of children compared to traditional neu-
rofeedback and thus avoid the undesirable effects of drug 
treatments. For this project Dr Grouiller received support 
from the Novartis FreeNovation Foundation and Dr Carole 
Guedj received support from the Gertrude von Meissner 
Foundation for the application to ADHD children.

VR For Kids at BBL: MRI Adventure
Whether for research or clinical purposes, children also sometimes 
need to be scanned in an MRI. However, in the youngest children, 
the realization of such an examination can be a source of difficul-
ties that lead to the production of unusable scans. The MRI Ad-
venture project, developed in collaboration between the Brain & 
Behaviour Laboratory and the Centre universitaire d’informatique 
(CUI) of the UNIGE, aims to determine if the use of virtual reality 
would be beneficial to prepare children before conducting an MRI 
scan. A virtual reality application on a VR headset allowing chil-
dren to immerse themselves inside a 3D reproduction of an MRI 
in a playful and safe context was developed so that they could 
familiarize themselves with the safety rules, learn to control their 
fears and acquire the ability to remain still during an MRI scan.
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News

Completed PhDs

Rodrigo Diaz successfully defended his PhD thesis “What (do people think) is an emotion” on January 29, 2021 
under the supervision of Prof. Kevin Reuter (University of Bern).
Constant Bonard  successfully defended his PhD thesis “Emotion and Meaning” on February 5, 2021 under the 
supervision of Prof. Julien Deonna.
Rayatdoost Soheil  successfully defended his PhD thesis “Computational Understanding of the Interaction be-
tween Facial Expressions and Electroencephalogram (EEG) Signals for Emotion Recognition” on February 9, 2021 
under the supervision of Prof. Soleymani, Prof. Rudrauf and Prof. Chopard.
Julien Gaviria Lopez  successfully defended his PhD thesis “Dynamic functional brain correlates of negative emo-
tions and their interactions with executive control” on March 19, 2021 under the supervision of Prof. Patrik Vuil-
leumier.
Heather Carlson  successfully defended her PhD thesis “Aftermath of Valence and Arousal in Odors” on June 22nd, 
2021, under the supervision of Prof. Patrik Vuilleumier and David Sander.
Cyrielle Chappuis  successfully defended her PhD thesis “Voice and first impression formation: the role of context 
and vocal parameters in person perception” on July 5th, 2021, under the supervision of Prof. Didier Grandjean.
Juliette Vazard  successfully defended her PhD thesis “The Anxious Inquirer: Emotions and Epistemic Uncertainty” 
on July, 15th 2021 under the supervision of Prof. Fabrice Teroni and Prof. Jérôme Dokic (EHESS, Paris).
Emilie Qiao  successfully defended her PhD thesis “Effects of Emotions on Social Cognition” on September, 17th 
2021 under the supervision of Prof. Patrik Vuilleumier 

New books /Special Issues

Foundations of Affective Social Learning
Dukes, D., Clement, F. (Eds.). Cambridge University Press. 
Available at: https://www.cambridge.org/gb/academic/subjects/psychology/social-
psychology/foundations-affective-social-learning-conceptualizing-social-transmission-
value?format=PB 
Ever wondered how we learn from others what matters (and what doesn’t)? Interested 
in how cultures are formed and perpetuated? The paperback version of Foundations of 
Affective Social Learning (CUP) is out now and explains how different cognitive and affec-
tive mechanisms are employed to learn   socially what to value and what to ignore, what 
matters for those closest us. Dr. Daniel Dukes (University of Fribourg) and Prof. Fabrice Clé-
ment (University of Neuchatel) edited this volume which features international experts 
from different fields, including current CISA members, Prof. David Sander, Prof. Christian 
Mumenthaler & Prof. Thibaud Gruber

The Oxford handbook of emotional development. 
Dukes, D., Samson, A., & Walle, E. (Eds.). Oxford University Press.
Available at: https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-oxford-handbook-of-emo-
tional-development-9780198855903?cc=ch&lang=en&

Affect & Emotion
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Agnès Baehni  was awarded the “Prix Adolphe Neuman” 
for her master thesis, and the “Prix Dr de Dukszta” for her 
master’s grades.

Tobias Brosch was obtained funding from the Swiss In-
novation Agency for the project “eNet - an adaptable 
platform for advanced local energy markets” and from 
Innosuisse SWEET consortium grant for the project 
“Pathways to an efficient future energy system through 
flexibility and sector coupling”. He was also the princi-
pal investigator for the project “Evidence-based devel-
opment of sustainability communications to maximize 
behavioral impact”, from NOUS productions.

Julien Deonna et Fabrice Teroni  were funded by the SNSF 
for the project entitled “Emotion and Mental Imagery”, 
which will start in September 2022.

Didier Grandjean was obtained a grant from the Fonda-
tion Boninchi for the project entitled  “Stay emotionally 
close to defeat critical periods. Impact of shared and in-
teractive emotional reading program with parents on 
preterm brain development during the first months of 
life”.

Ulf Hahnel was granted an SNSF Eccellenza Professo-
rial Fellowship for the project entitled  « Evidence-based 
pathways towards sustainable judgment and decision-
making: A multi-dimensional perspective », scheduled to 
start on May 2022.

Steve Humbert-Droz  was granted the fellowship “Bourse 
Philibert Collart” from the Société Académique (SACAD), 
Geneva.

Marcello Mortillaro obtained a mandate from the Ecole 
Hôtelière de Lausanne for the project “Developing a per-
formance-based assessment of emotional intelligence 
and its different facets for the hospitality sector”.

Michele Davide Ombrato was granted the fellowship 
“Bourse Philibert Collart” from the Société Académique 
(SACAD), Geneva.

Eva Pool was awarded a “Subside Tremplin” of the Univer-
sity of Geneva. This subside makes it possible for female 
researchers at the University of Geneva to free up time 
in order to enrich their research portfolio, write articles, 
finalize or publish their thesis, or go abroad.

Marzia Varutti  was granted a two year Marie Slodows-
ka Curie Actions fellowship from the Union European 
for the project entitled “Curating Emotions: « Exploring 
emotional competence in curatorial practice ». 

Juliette Vazard   obtained a two year SNSF Postdoc Mobil-
ity grant at City University of New York and at the Univer-
sity of Toronto.

“TeamVision” was awarded the HUG Startup 2021 Prize 
and the 3rd HUG Academy Innovation Prize. “Team Vi-
sion” is a project led by Donald Glowinski, Florian Bluch-
heit and Emmanuel Badier from the Swiss Center for 
Affective Sciences and Brain Behavior Laboratory of the 
University of Geneva (see page 4 of this Newsletter). 

Awards and grants
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News
Upcoming events

Tout contre la terre, Natural History Museum Geneva
(October 14, 2021 to November 6, 2022). Dr. Cristina Soriano and Prof. Tobias Brosch participated in the new temporary 
exhibition “Tout contre la Terre” at the Geneva Musèum. They invite us to explore our emotions and behaviors in the con-
text of the environmental crisis. http://institutions.ville-geneve.ch/fr/mhn/votre-visite/agenda/tout-contre-la-terre/

Alpine Brain Imaging Meeting (ABIM) in Champéry (Switzerland) 
(January 9 to 13, 2022). The conference will feature 4 days of talks, with invited speakers who are experts in different 
aspects of MRI and EEG in cognitive and clinical neuroscience, as well as free talks and poster presentations by other 
participants.  Information and registration on https://www.unige.ch/ABIM/ 

Annual Research Forum 2022 (ARF)  
(Date to be announced). The next edition of the Annual Research Forum will take place at the Campus Biotech in Ge-
neva. The ARF offers the opportunity to meet peers (old and new) and get updated on the fascinating research carried 
out at the Center, and the last logistic developments. 

Emotions Brain Forum - Geneva 
(Date to be announced). Brain Circle Italia and the Swiss Center for Affective Sciences co-organize a special symposium 
on “Emotion, Cognition, and Behavior”. The Emotions Brain Forum is itinerant. It gathers scientists from universities 
and institutions from all over the world to analyse the emotions, considering all their biochemical, genetic, epigenetic, 
psychological and neurological aspects. The BrainForum will take place in eight cities: Jerusalem, Genova, Rome, Lugano, 
Milan, Geneva, London and Lisbon. Information and registration: https://www.emotionsbrainforum.org

Attitudinal normativity - Geneva   
(April 7-8, 2022). Workshop organized by Roberto Keller within his Doc.ch project “On the normativity of Correctness”.

Annual Conference of the Society for Affective Science 
(March 30 - April 2, 2022). Online event. Prof Andrea Samson is member of the program committee. https://society-for-
affective-science.org/conferences/2022-sas-annual-conference/

Honoring Ronald de Sousa - Geneva 
(May 22-23, 2022). Conference honoring the work of Ronald de Sousa organized by Julien Deonna, Christine Tappolet and 
Fabrice Teroni. 

Emotion and Rationality - Geneva
(May 25, 2022). One-Day Graduate Workshop following the Festschrift for Ronnie de Sousa’s Rationality of Emotion or-
ganized by Antoine Rebourg and Agnes Baehni.

Envy - Geneva 
(June 22, 2022). One-day Symposium on Sara Protasi “The Philosophy of Envy”organized by Emanuela Ceva, Julien De-
onna and Fabrice Teroni.

Political Role of Moral Emotions - Geneva 
(June 25-26, 2022). Two-day conference on the normative, conceptual and practical dimensions of political emotions 
organized by Emanuela Ceva (Geneva), Andrew I. Cohen (Georgia State), Julien Deonna (Geneva), Nenad Stojanovic (Ge-
neva) and Fabrice Teroni (Geneva).

International Summer School in the Affective Sciences (ISSAS) (July 7-15, 2022) at the Château de Bossey, near Geneva 
Biennial summer school of the Swiss Center for Affective Sciences, next year devoted to the topic “Emotions and Well-
Being”. For further information: https://www.unige.ch/cisa/education/summer-school-issas/issas-2022/ 
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XPhi Replicability: https://sites.google.com/site/thexphireplicabilityproject/  The XPhi Replicability project, coordi-
nate by Prof. Florian Cova, seeks to reach a reliable estimate of the replicability of empirical results in experimental 
philosophy.

Other CISA websites of interest

Research materials are available at https://www.unige.ch/cisa/research/materials-and-online-research/research-
material/. Free of charge for non commercial research projects.

Online Platform on Emotional Competence at https://www.unige.ch/cisa/research/materials-and-online-re-
search/online-research/, including the major contributions and debates in the literature on emotional intelligence, 
potential applications, as well as results of the most recent research. 

FACSGen is available to the scientific community. A demo is available for download, along with an introductory 
video tutorial on www.unige.ch/cisa/facsgen 

On our website https://www.unige.ch/cisa/

Publications
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